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Scrolling Back

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman,
Machon Aleh Zayis

The haftarah for Parshas Mishpatim is generally lained on this Shabbos
only in leap years. In a non-leap year, it is lained on Shabbos Parshas Shekalim,
except in the rare case of a year in which Purim falls on a Friday. (Rav Dovid
Heber points out that the next time this haftarah will be lained, will be in 10
years (5795/2035). In the next three upcoming leap years Parshas Mishpatim
will coincide with Shabbos Erev Rosh Chodesh, so the haftarah will be “Machar
Chodesh.”)

This haftarah is even more unusual for a different reason; it concludes
with pesukim that appear earlier in the Navi than the haftarah itself. The
haftarah (Yirmiyahu 34:8-22) deals with the halachos of eved ivri; but since
the end of the haftarah is tragic, we conclude by adding on two pesukim from
earlier in Yirmiyahu (33:25-26). Yet jumping back seems to run counter to the
halachah in the Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 144:1; see also Rashash, Yoma 70a, who
specifically mentions our haftarah.) We will explore the source of this halachah
and its ramifications.

The Mishnah (Megillah 24a) says that although when

laining the Torah one may not skip around, when
laining the Navi (the haftarah) we may in fact do so. The Gemara
limits this heter in two ways:

1) We may not go from one Navi to another, except
in sefer Trei-Assar which is essentially one sefer. 2) We
may “jump” only forward, not back. Although we often
do jump in haftaros (for Shemos, Yisro, Tzav, Mas'ei), we
always adhere to these guidelines of the Shulchan Aruch
(O.C. 144:1).

The first rule, that we don’t jump

from one Navi to another, is debated
when Rosh Chodesh falls on a Shabbos and Sunday. The
Shulchan Aruch (425:2) rules that after laining the Rosh
Chodesh haftarah in sefer Yeshayah, we add the first and
last pesukim of “Machar Chodesh” from sefer Shmuel. Rema (ibid),
based on Terumas Hadeshen, disputes this minhag, as it jumps from
one sefer to another, and we have seen that jumping is an option
only when both haftaros are in one sefer.

The second rule, that we jump only forward, not back, is
debated for the haftarah of Shabbos Shuvah. In many Chumashim
the order is to lain first from Michah, #7 of Trei-Assar, followed
by Yoel, #2 (see Shaarei Ephraim 9:28 and Pischei She'arim, ibid).
Recently printed Chumashim have corrected this order by putting
the pesukim of Yoel first, followed by the pesukim from Michah.

The Mishnah Berurah (144:9) brings a
machlokes whether the “jumping-back”
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rule applies even if the pesukim are close together. According to
the Pri Chadash, a jump-back is an issue only if it is far apart from
the main haftarah and causes confusion. This is implied by the
language of the Gemara; “one should not skip from the end of the
sefer to the beginning”. The Gemara seems to be dealing with a
longer skip. Accordingly, jumping back to the previous perek as
we do in haftaras Mishpatim should not be an issue. But the
Magen Avrohom and Magen Gibborim forbid any backward jump.
Although in siman 685 Eliyahu Rabbah endorses the haftarah-of-
Parshas-Mishpatim jump (following the Levush), in Siman 144 he
forbids jumping back in general in accordance with Magen Avrohom.
The Mishnah Berurah concludes with the opinion of the Pri
Megadim, permitting the backward jump if it is close to the main
haftarah and on the same topic. The addition to this year’s Parshas
Mishpatim haftarah, though, is not on the same topic as the main
haftarah, and should be an issue even according to the Pri Megadim.

The Aruch Hashulchan (144:5) says that the

problem of jumping from one perek to another
pertains only when one lains many pesukim after the jump; laining
one or two pesukim is not a concern. This would solve the haftaras
Parshas Mishpatim issue, as only two pesukim are added. However,
the Aruch Hashulchan seems to be saying this as only a possibility;
it doesn’t appear in any other source.

The Terumas Hadeshen (Vol. 1:20)
differentiates between when the haftarah
is read from a klaf and when it is read from a Tanach or
Chumash. When laining from a kiaf, he says, we follow
the rules listed above, but when laining from a printed
Tanach or Chumash when no scrolling is necessary,
there is no concern.
Based on this distinction, Rav Chaim Kanievsky
zt”l (Taamei d’Kra, p . 73, end of Parshas Mishpatim)

' o paskened that when the haftarah is read from a klaf
Rav Shmuel Chechik

with Rav Shmuel Shapira zt"l

they should not jump back but should continue to the
end of Yirmiyahu 35 instead, following the Rambam’s minhag.

Rav Dovid Feinstein zt"l (Kovetz L'Torah v’Horaah Vol.
3, siman 144, winter 5734) says that his father, Rav Moshe zt” |,
held (based on the Poskim) that we should not jump back but instead
should lain pesukim 35:18-19, in accordance with Rambam. I don’t
know if this ruling is followed in Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim. In
any case, the ruling cited above notwithstanding, Rav Chaim’s
father, the Steipler Gaon, did not allow changing the minhag in the
Lederman Bais Medrash. Rav Shmuel Chechik zt"l (quoted in
Teshuvos Rivavos Efrayim 6:443) suggested laining the last two
pesukim from a Chumash to avoid the issue. It seems that we rely
on the above heteirim.
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