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Shabbos Shoes

Based on Kinyan Halacha, From Pesukim to Poskim: Shemos
by Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz, shlita adapted by Rabbi Yehuda Balsam

(1,2) 927 Hyn YY1 YW

The Gemara (Shabbos 113a) states that one’s Shabbos clothes

should be different from his weekday clothes. Are shoes included
in the obligation to wear bigdei Shabbos?

Mishum maaseh shehayah, the Chachamim
made a gezeirah (Shabbos 60a) against wearing “sandal hamesumar,”
shoes with nails or spikes on the soles, on Shabbos. Shmuel relates
that once Jews, hiding in a cave, made a rule that anyone was
permitted to enter, but no one was allowed to leave, lest he be
captured and lead the enemy back to their hiding place. The shoes of
one of the entrants got turned around, and he left a shoeprint that
seemed to indicate that someone had left the cave. When the print
was discovered, the inhabitants began to flee out of
fear that they would be discovered, and more people
were killed by being trampled than were killed by the
enemy from whom they were hiding. At that time, the
Chachamim made a decree that one should not go out
of his house with sandal hamesumar only on Shabbos.

The Yerushalmi (6:2) explains it differently: 18>
NNAWY TN1RYIND TN PYTI0 PN 7YY 1A RWI 12T PNIR —
It is not common for people to have two [pairs of] shoes,
one for weekdays and one for Shabbos. Since people
generally had only one pair of shoes, prohibiting
them on Shabbos would suffice(Korban HaEidah, s.v.
umeshani, on the Yerushalmi).

The Pnei Moshe (s.v. umeshan ivechi) reads the Yerushalmi’s
statement as a rhetorical question: “Don’t people have two sets
of shoes, one for Shabbos and one for weekdays?” In his view, the
Yerushalmi is answering the same way as the Bavli: Since in the
above-mentioned incident people were specifically wearing those
shoes on Shabbos, the Chachamim prohibited wearing those
shoes only on Shabbos.

Obviously, the Korban HaEidah and the Pnei Moshe disagree as
to whether it is customary to wear different shoes on Shabbos.

The Poskim offer a proof from the Mishnah
(Nega’im 13:9), cited in the Gemara (Sukkah 5b-
6a):

PRIV 171 RN, 17772 MYV 1971011909 YV 19991 YA1Inn N°aY 0101w n
17100 101,71 R0 K10 ,17°7°2 1PN1vA01 1°9a02 197101 1952 wI1ah a1
07D NY7IKR 712 NNWW TV, — If someone enters a house that is stricken
with tzaraas carrying his clothing on his shoulders, and his shoes and
his rings are in his hands, both he and they are tamei immediately;
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whereas if he is wearing his clothes and his shoes are on his feet, he
himself is tamei immediately, but his clothes and shoes are tamei only
if he remains in the house for the amount of time of kedei achilas pras.

The Shevus Yaakov (1:24) says that this mishnah indicates that
shoes are included in clothing, as they are subject to the same
rules as clothes with regard to tumah. However, Rav Yosef Engel
(Gilyonei HaShas, Berachos 41a, s.v. hayah) argues the opposite:
Since the Mishnah mentions both clothing and shoes, it clearly
views them as two separate items, even though the same halachah
applies to both here.

Shu”t Shaar Ephraim (124) asks: If someone accepts

the responsibility to clothe his friend, are shoes
included in the category of “malbush”? He answers that we can
prove from a Mishnah in Sanhedrin (60b) that they are not: the
Mishnah lists a number of ways one can violate the prohibition
of avodah zarah, and “hamalbish” (dressing the idol) and “haman’il”
(putting shoes on the idol) are listed separately

The Ben Ish Chai (Shu”t Rav Pealim, OC 13)

proves that shoes are not considered a
“beged” and are therefore not included in the obligation
of bigdei Shabbos: Every morning we recite two separate
berachos, one for our clothing (“malbish arumim”) and
one relating to our shoes (“sheasah li kol tzorki”).

Rav Ovadiah Yosef (Yechaveh Daas 5:23) rejects
this proof, arguing that it is possible that shoes are,
in fact, included in the category of “malbush,” but
that someone who has none is not considered “arum”
(unclothed). The Chachamim therefore established a
second brachah thanking Hashem for shoes.

Rav Betzalel Zev Shafran (Shu’t Rabaz, Aleh Zayis
Edition OC 12) offers proof that shoes are considered “malbush”
from a Mishnah in Shabbos (120a). The Mishnah states that if a
fire breaks out on Shabbos, it is permitted to put on whatever
clothes we can to save them (Mishnah Shabbos 120a). Rabi
Yehudah says one may put on eighteen garments, and the Gemara
lists shoes as two of them.

The Rabaz cites an opposing proof (Yehoshua 9:5) that states
that the “shoes of the Givonim were worn out” and their “clothing
was worn out.” Divrei HaYamim II (28:15) likewise distinguishes
between the two: “And he clothed them, and he put shoes on
them.” These pesukim clearly indicate that shoes and clothing are
two different items altogether.

However, the Rabaz ultimately rejects these proofs, based on
the idea that the Chachamim speak differently than the text of
the Navi (see Tosafos, Kiddushin 37b). When the Chachamim
require special malbushim for Shabbos, they may therefore mean
both clothing and shoes.
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