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Kudos to Rav Kaufman for pointing
out the correct pronunciation is hatanna
ha'eloki. But it wouldn't be mecharef to
mispronounce it. It would be avodah zarah.

Regarding the meaning of X>X1n 271 vI1
nTwn. In Berachos 56b, this pasuk was
one of the dreams of Abaye and Rava.
Only according to the Shach can you
understand the dual interpretations.
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"IN n‘ay Torah with Menuchah

Rav Yehuda Roth, Machon Aleh Zayis
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The Netziv would recount how he came to be quoted by the
Rashash (Yevamos 81b). As a young man, he visited the Rashash,
who shared a question that had been troubling him for years.
Tosafos (Yevamos 81b) states that the lechem hapanim would not
be batel in a mixture with other breads because 0’190 on% "1xw
0V 1ANT - lechem hapanim is more sacred or more stringent. Yet
in Zevachim (72b), Tosafos states that it’s because 50 X7'n07 - the
lechem hapanim was made of a superior flour.

After considering the issue, the Netziv suggested
that there was a printing error in Tosafos in Yevamos:
it should read *»v 1N — it is whiter. (The Netziv later
recorded this in his Meromei Sadeh. However, see Rash
Orlah 3:7 who does write "5v X1'nnT 1172. Following the
Netziv, we would perhaps change that to x1nv.) The
Rashash, impressed by the Netziv’s answer, wondered
why it hadn’t occurred to him. The Netziv remarked,
“You learn Torah in comfort. You don’t exert yourself
in your learning.”

The words of the Netziv, widely quoted and
misquoted, are often taken to mean that one who learns in greater
hardship will have a greater understanding of Torah. This seems
to be the simplest meaning of the Baraisa (Avos 6:4) Yw 2717 81 72
95RN 1912 no NN, Pri Megadim (Introduction) and Birchas Peretz
(Ki Sisa) take this approach, seeing hardship and deprivation as
essential to acquiring Torah.

Rashi and many other mefarshim interpert this baraisa not as
a requirement, but as an exhortation that even if you only have
bread and salt, you should still learn Torah. In that case, the
wealthy need not fabricate a life of hardship to acquire Torah.
Machzor Vitry adds that a wealthy individual should learn Torah
all the more; as Rava says (Horayos 10b), “If the righteous enjoyed
two worlds would it be awful for them?”

Rambam (Talmud Torah 3:6) explains that the baraisa is
advising that one’s mind should be focused solely on Torah, even
if that will cause him to eat only bread with salt. Others (Seder
Hayom; Lechem Shamayim; see also Derech Hachaim and Hafla'ah
104a) explain it as a warning that Torah cannot be acquired by
one whose life revolves around indulgence. (As the Rambam also
writes, ibid. 3:9, 12. This is the meaning of XX nn»>pnn NNA PR
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The Chida (Pesach Einayim) suggests that the baraisa is only
describing one whose sole focus is Torah: he forgets all else and
subsists on bread and salt. Tzlach (Kesubos 104a cf. Kesav Sofer
Gittin 47b, Parshas Ra'eh and Divrei Eliyahu Avos) does explain the
baraisa as a requirement, but qualifies it as applying only to the
initial stage in learning Torah.

While Chazal (Eiruvin 21b, Sotah 49a) extoll those who
continue to learn even b’shaas hadchak, these mefarshim maintain
that hardship is neither required nor intrinsically superior.

Indeed, a careful reading of the Netziv’s words, especially in
the original Yiddish, reveals that the Netziv had never intended
to contrast learning in comfort with learning in hardship. His
point was the power of yegiah batorah, and his implication that
the Rashash had not exerted himself sufficiently.

Chazal often emphasize the value of learning with menuchas
hanefesh. Rabi Shimon Bar Yochai (Mechilta, Vayehi
Peshichta 2, Vayisa 3:2) says: R9R w1119 1700 NInva kY
Nn1INN Y921X 0NY 071110 *991RY. As the context makes
clear, this means that by having their needs provided
for, these people were able to learn without distraction.
Many mefarshim explain the Mechilta this way (see for
example Zayis Raanan, Yalkut Metzora 563). This may
explain Rabi Shimon’s position that those who learn
Torah must necessarily have onx >y nwwia 1ndxI7,
because otherwise, as Rabi Shimon says, Xan nn n11n
7oY.

The Gemara (Megillah 28b, Eiruvin 65a) teaches that xnnynw
Rm»’x va (Pri Megadim, Notrikon, even discourages learning
in a public beis midrash for this reason.) Similarly, the Gemara
(Kiddushin 29b) says: n11n2 p1oY>1 181X 07N>, See also Rambam
(Teshuvah 9:10) and Sforno (Bereishis 49:15).

Every golden age of Torah emerged during a period of relative
peace and prosperity. The generation following the churban Beis
Hamikdash, and later the generation of Rabi Yehudah Hanasi,
were times of relative peace and flourishing of Torah. On the
other hand, when the persecutions intensified under Hadrian
there was nearly a complete rupture in the mesorah. (See my
article in Alim, Bechukosai 5784.)

This same pattern can be detected in many other periods,
such as Ashkenaz after the Black Death and the passing of the
Maharam and his talmidim, and in Spain after 1391. The intense
persecutions following these events caused the Torah centers
to decline for much of the 15th century until its revival under
the relative peace of Poland and the Ottomans. As Chazal attest
(Chagigah 5b, see also Rashi Sukkah 44b), 1R 1a1pnn YR102 1930 1173
nr 917 NN Y1o0a .
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