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Y ﬂsy Foreign Organization

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

All matters recorded in the Book of Ezra were stated by Nechemiah, the son of
Chachaliah. Why, then, is the book not named after him? R’ Yirmiyah bar Abba
explains: because Nechemiah took credit for himself, as it is written, “Remember
me, my God, for good.” (Sanhedrin 93b)

Unlisted Chazal do not recognize Nechemiah as an independent
sefer. This is obvious in Bava Basra 14b, where the sifrei Tanach are listed
and attributed to their authors. No mention of Nechemiah is made
there. Even Rashi does not recognize the sefer of Nechemiah, as Rav
Akiva Eiger points out in his Gilyon Hashas (Sukkah 12b).

Yet, in the non-Jewish numbering of the Bible, there
is a Book of Nehemiah. The division seems logical, as

to the perakim and seforim divisions of gentile provenance making
their way into the Hebrew Tanach.

Capital Punishment Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky lamented the
adoption of these divisions, particularly the separation of Nechemiah
from Ezra (Emes L'Yaakov, Introduction to Ezra). He also frequently
criticized the use of chapters—kapitlach—which pervaded Jewish
culture. (See Emes L'Yaakov Shmuel II 21:21 fn. 1117, Shoftim 21:22,
Melachim I 4:1, and more.) He noted that historically, Jews used the
term kapital (a derivative of the Latin capitulum) rather than the
Hebrew perek, to highlight its foreign origin.

But ironically, today, Jews use perek when referring to a chapter in
Tanach, while reserving kapital for Tehillim—the one book where the
division is actually of Jewish origin!

Order in Our Court Perhaps this adoption of
external organizational methods reflects the principle

Nechemiah’s narrative is unique and distinct from Ezra’s.
The Gemara acknowledges this and explains why our

oW Y9nRa 119w N9*Y 0'pYR No° (Bereishis 9:27) — that
the beauty of Yefes (Greek and Western culture) can

Mesorah resisted the division. If so, why does our present

reside within the tents of Shem. Chazal use this to

day Tanach recognize an independent sefer Nechemiah?
Divisions The first Jewish edition of Tanach to

justify writing Tanach in Greek (Megillah 9b).
In his article in Dos Yiddishe Licht (1923 - translated

designate Nechemiah as a separate sefer was the 1517-
1518 Mikraos Gedolos, printed by the Christian Hebraist
Daniel Bomberg and edited by the apostate Felix
Pratensis. Though it was still technically part of Ezra, the chapter
count started anew, and “Sefer Nechemiah” was noted in small subtext.
In Bomberg’s 1525 edition, edited by Yaakov ben Chaim (who
later also converted to Christianity), the title “Nechemiah” appeared
in the page headers, though no decorative heading separated it
from Ezra. In his introduction, Yaakov ben Chaim explains that he
accepted the non-Jewish division of Nevi'im and Kesuvim, including
splitting Shmuel, Melachim, and Divrei HaYamim because he was
following: The author of the concordance', who divided Samuel, Kings,
and Chronicles respectively into two books, and denominated Ezra the
first ten chapters of the book, and the rest of the book he called Nehemiah;
and as I have adopted the division of the Concordance...? (C. D. Ginsburg’s
translation to Ben Chaim’s introduction®)
Circular The Concordance referenced here is Meir Nesiv (1440) by
Process Rabbi Yitzchak Nathan, the first Hebrew concordance,
modeled after Cardinal Hugo’s Latin Bible concordance (1230). This, in
turn, was only possible due to the recent division of Tanach into
numbered chapters attributed to Stephen Langton (c. 1227). Only with
the chapter system in place was it possible to create a concordance that
could cite chapters (but not the verses, which were only numbered later).
Thus, it was the division into chapters that enabled the creation of
a concordance, which ultimately led to the development of a Jewish
version of the concordance, Meir Nesiv. In turn, this concordance led

1518 Bomberg Mikraos Gedolos

by this author into Hebrew and published in Torah
Vodaas’s Hamesivta Migdal Hameah, Aleh Zayis, vol. 1
page 571), Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz emphasized
that Judaism prioritizes penimiyus over external order. He noted
that 1MW XIPNAN 0I0 ,A7INA IMIRAT OTPIA PR, and X10ONA 710N are
Jewish concepts. Judaism favors depth of meaning over the beauty
of the structure. He contends that the Greeks introduced order and
organization because they focused on the externals and concludes
the article by pointing out that Chazal allowed entry to Yw 1m0
no. Still, we are cautioned against making that the focus.
Time Served Nevertheless, renaming Nechemiah
problematic. Chazal explicitly stated that his name should not be
attached to a sefer because he was 1mxvY n210 p>1Nn. If so, how can we
justify defying Chazal?

The Zera Ephraim (Pesikta Rabasi, Ki Sisa #18) quotes Rav Chaim
Vital’'s Sefer HaChezyonos, which relates that the Arizal had a dream
revealing that the first son of BasSheva and David, who died as an
infant, was named Nechemiah. Since he died before his bris, he was
unworthy of having a sefer in Tanach named after him — hence, the
book of Nechemiah was appended to Ezra.

Ironically, the first to rename the sefer “Nechemiah” was an
uncircumcised individual. Rav Eliyahu Bachuy, in his poetic epilogue to
the 1525 Mikraos Gedolos, praises the gentile publisher, Daniel Bomberg:
“Though uncircumcised in the flesh, he is circumcised in the heart.”

The Chida suggests that with the passing of time, Nechemiah may
have completed his tikkun for asking Hashem to “remember him for
good,” justifying the change.

remains

1. A concordance is an alphabetical list of (significant) words present in a text, typically accompanied by citations of the passages where they appear. 2. Ironically, only a few short lines later,
Yaakov ben Chaim concludes his introduction with the words yx n:w5 a9 *9 nor. 3. Ginsburg is cited in Emes L'Yaakov, Amos 8:12, and Emes L'Yaakov al Hatorah Aleh Zayis edition, p. 472.
See Rabbi Daniel Neustadt’s note #39, where he addresses the permissibility of citing a meshumad.

Hakachos & -Minhagim

Rabbi Noach Panish
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