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n"’;n n‘ay Purim Pshetel

Based on Yad Chaim: A selection of Bar
Mitzvah Pshetlach and Drashos by Rav Berel Fried, zt”]

The Mishnah (Megillah 2a) states that while in most places, the
Megillah is read on the 14th day of Adar, the 11th, 12th, and 13th
of Adar were designated for the villagers to lein in the cities, on
the Monday or Thursday before Purim. Rashi ;
explains that the illiterate villagers needed
a resident of the city to lein for them. The
Chachamim allowed them to do so on a day
they would anyway be in the city.

Other Rishonim (see Rashba) argue that a city
resident cannot lein for villagers, since one who
is not obligated in a mitzvah cannot exempt
one whois. The city residents are only obligated
on the 14th; they cannot exempt the villagers
earlier, just as one who is obligated to lein the
Megillah on the 14th cannot exempt one who is obligated on the
15th. (see Yerushalmi Megillah 2:3). Therefore, they explain that
the villagers would lein themselves, using a Megillah available in
the city.

The Gemara (Ibid.) derives this allowance for villagers to read
on the three days preceding Purim from the word “nn»nra” which

Bittul Moadim

Based on Daas Nesanel on Megillas Esther;
from the classes of Rabbi Nesanel Lauer, zt”l

The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni Mishlei) says that in the future, all
holidays will be nullified, except for Purim. A second opinion says
Yom Hakippurim will also never be nullified.

My rosh yeshivah, Rav Gifter, zt”], explained that it doesn’t
mean Pesach won’t be Pesach; it means that we will celebrate
Pesach the same way we celebrate Purim.

On Purim, we learn that there is more beneath the surface.
We celebrate Pesach, Shavuos, Sukkos, and all chagim because of
nissim niglim — open, revealed miracles. Yet Purim is celebrated
for nissim nistarim — hidden miracles.
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Megillas Esther
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and Rav Yakkov Drillman shlita

infers two additional days, referring to the 11th and 12th of
Adar. It cannot refer to the 13th as %39 n%np a1 . Rashi explains
that since the neis happened on the 13th, the day of battle, no
source is necessary to allow leining on that day.

The Rosh (1:1) based on the Yerushalmi explains it differently,
that the day of battle cannot be compared to Purim, which is
described as days of rest. As such, the word “nn’int” cannot be
referring to the 13th, and must refer to the
11th and 12th.

Rashi seems to understand Megillah leining
as part of the mitzvah to eradicate Amalek.
Everyone has the same obligation, which
may be fulfilled on different days. The Rosh
understands that reading the Megillah is a
commemoration of the victory, which applies
on the 14th, even for villagers. The pre-Purim
leining must therefore be a different obligation.
A city resident who has a different obligation cannot exempt the
villager.

With this understanding of Rashi, we can appreciate Rashi’s
explanation (cited in Nimukei Yosef, 2a) of why the criterion for
walled cities dates to Yehoshua bin Nun, since it was Yehoshua
who led the first battle against Amalek.

Lasid lavo, we will no longer celebrate the way we used to, but
rather in Purim-style.

In the Haggadah, we read Rabbi Akiva’s calculation of how
many miracles were done in Mitzrayim and at sea. There were
200 or 250. Chazal say they refer to nissim nistarim in the Ten
Makkos, and other hidden miracles. Luasid lavo, we will celebrate
this, since the world will be filled with great understanding, and
we will be able to read the Torah the way we read Megillas Esther.
We’ll know what these 200 or 250 hidden nissim were. We will be
able to feel and understand it.

That’s what "1>702 11k 01150 71271 902% P7NY D TYVINN 92" means.
We'll celebrate Purim-style and we’ll celebrate Yom Kippur-style
too. We should be able to come to an awakening, a hisorrerus of
teshuvah, alevel of geulah, as all geulah happens through teshuvah.
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