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)2 ) ﬂgy Soaking Karpas

Based on The Legacy Haggadah — Insights from Gedolim
who were not zocheh to biological legacies — Fisher Family Edition, by Rabbi Moshe
Hubner, shlita

Cryptic A brief yet fascinating passage in the sefer She'eris Yaakov, Rav
Comment Yaakov ben Rav Yoel, sheds light on how Karpas was commonly
performed in Vilna in the 1720s. At the conclusion of his chiddushim on hilchos
niddah (p. 98b) he writes:
9272 W10 117K RYN Nwp AT YY P.5W1and w12 2101 5270 RINw NYA 211 IR Y210
NPW VYA OTIP NP7 AN 1IN Y10 0N 1YY PIX 7R ,NPNT°T WRA DY 1w 0TI 5N
.NTRN 21D YW 1272019 Y2an X1 w11d
This terse teaching contains numerous halachic considerations. From
the question we see that the vegetable they specifically used for Karpas was
pitrozil, also called petrozilia, and known in English as parsley; and we see that
it was taken raw. This alone is interesting for several reasons. But first, some
background is in order.

Karpas The Mishnah (Pesachim 114a) discusses dipping ‘Karpas,
Identity however, it does not identify a specific vegetable to use for the
dipping. The Gemara states that in a case of necessity the maror can be used
for Karpas as well.

Rashi, Rambam (Chametz U'matzah 8:2), and the Tur (O.C. 473) assume that
any vegetable may be used for Karpas. Maharil (Minhagim, Seder), Arizal (Shaar
Hakavanos, 6), and apparently the Shulchan Aruch (473:4, see also Maggid
Meisharim, Tzav) understand ‘Karpas’ to be referring to a specific vegetable with
that name. On the other hand, many sefarim cite petrozil or petreshka as the
vegetable of choice for Karpas, and the Aruch Hashulchan (473:10) states that
we don’t know which vegetable Chazal intended.

Using  There is a strong basis for the identification of petrozil as Karpas.
Parsley Indeed, we find that Rav Akiva Eiger points to the Yerushalmi that
states that “karpas shebineharos” is “petrosilinen.” The Aruch (erech Karpas)
cites this as well. Interestingly, the Taamei Haminhagim (Inyanei Pesach, hagaah
517) writes that in Arabic, petrosilin are called karafsa.

Solution by The Gemara in Brachos (38b) states that if most people eat a
Solution certain vegetable exclusively cooked, then if one eats that
vegetable raw, its proper brachah is not ha'adamah but rather shehakol. Karpas
must be haadamah, so how can pitrozilin be used? continued on page 6
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Karpas in the Civil War Over a century later
and almost 5000 miles away, parsley (presumably
raw) was still considered the preferred vegetable
for Karpas. Private Joseph A. Joel, a Jewish Union
soldier in the American Civil War, described
participating in a Seder in 1862 while stationed
in the wilds of West Virginia under the command
of Lt. Col. (later President of the United States)
Rutherford B. Hayes. (The Jewish Messenger, April,
1866.) Joel wrote that once they managed to
procure matzos, they realized that they would be
“able to keep the Seder, if they could only obtain
the other requisites for that occasion.” Accordingly,
they “decided to send parties to forage in the
country... About the middle of the afternoon the
foragers arrived, having been quite successful.
We obtained two kegs of cider, a lamb, several
chickens and some eggs. Horseradish or parsley
we could not obtain, but in
lieu we found a weed, whose
bitterness, I apprehend,
exceeded anything our
forefathers ‘enjoyed.”

While these soldiers were
not able to obtain it for
their Civil War Seder, we see
that parsley was considered
the standard for Karpas in
America in the mid-1800s.

~ Private Joseph A. Joel :

Alim Editorial Note In both Arabic and Persian
karafsa is celery. Celery is a cultivated plant of the
parsley family. See Rabbi Szimonowitz and Rabbi
Kaufman’s article in Alim Tzav 5783 for more on
Karpas as celery and the opinion of the Chasam
Sofer. See also Alim Shemini 5783 where Rav
Shimon Schreiber notes that his grandfather the
Mattersdorfer Rav related that the Chasam Sofer
referred to knob celery.



continued from page 5  The She'eris Yaakov’s solution was to apply
the principle of kavush k'mevushal - soaking or pickling a food is akin
to cooking. He advised that while dipping the traditional parsley
into saltwater, it should be left sitting in the saltwater for a brief
period of time (“meat”) prior to eating. Thereby, he asserts, it would
be considered kavush, and hence cooked. By this simple action, the

parsley would aquire ha'adamah status and be suitable for Karpas.

It seems that the She'eris Yaakov was of the opinion that kavush
b’tzir occurs in a shorter period of time than the commonly accepted

eighteen minutes, as he wrote to leave the raw parsley sitting in
saltwater only “meut, sheyihiyeh kavush — for a short period of time,
so it will be [considered] pickled.” There are minority opinions that
consider kevishah to occur in a shorter time, as short as six minutes
(see Darchei Teshuvah). It is conceivable that the Sheeris Yaakov
shared this opinion, and perhaps this was his intent. Alternatively,
perhaps he maintained that kavush kdei klipah (pickling of a thin
surface layer)—which occurs instantly when an item is completely
submerged in saltwater—may be considered sufficient to change a
vegetable’s status from shehakol to ha'adamah.
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Drowning
Horses

vs. Splitting Seas

Rav Dov Zvi Ferziger, Machon Aleh Zayis
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The drowning of horses and their
riders is the first detail of krias Yam
Suf to appear in the shirah; it is the
only part of the women’s shirah that
the Torah records. Yet the fact that
man and beast drowned in the sea
would seem insignificant compared
to the many open miracles of Yetzias
Mitzrayim. Why focus on something
so natural?

The Mechilta states that a
maidservant at the Yam Suf saw
more than Yechezkel in his visions.
Although the splitting of the sea
was an awe-inspiring miracle, in
what sense could it be greater than
the awesome prophetic vision of
Hashem’s glory?

The Ramban, at the end of Parshas
Bo, states that the open miracles of
Yetzias Mitzrayim teach us that even
the hidden miracles, i.e. the workings
of nature, are from Hashem. Klal
Yisrael saw the open miracles of the
makkos and the splitting of the sea;
but perhaps they learned the lesson
of the Ramban, and chose to focus on

MR TN
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Rabbi Meir Gavriel Elbaz Rabbi Eliezer Zeytouneh %"¥1 PPpUR1 aNT YN1NW 1”20

the natural occurrence of a horse and
rider drowning,.

Rav Yerucham Levovitz (Daas
Chochmah Umusar 19) says that
seeing the hand of Hashem in nature
is a greater madreigah than seeing the
hand of Hashem in open miracles.
The maidservant recognized in Kriyas
Yam Suf a greater hashgachah than
what was seen by Yechezkel.

This can explain why the full Hallel
is not recited on the waning days of
Pesach. As we focus on the miracles
of krias Yam Suf, we recognize the
miracles of every day. The Gemara
in Shabbos (118b) says that one
who recites Hallel every day is like a
blasphemer. Rabbeinu Yonah explains
that such a person thinks only the
open miracles deserve praise to
Hashem; in reality, even the everyday
natural occurrences deserve praise
to Hashem. The Meshech Chochmah
(Bamidbar 26, 4) develops this point
further with a contrasting gemara in
Brachos, which says that one who
recites Tehillah L'Dovid will merit
the World to Come—as the Meshech
Chochmah explains, because Tehillah
L'Dovid describes the ways Hashem
sustains us every day.

If Hallel every day is inappropriate,
why do we say the shirah every day?
Based on the above, since the shirah
praises Hashem’s actions within
nature, it is appropriate to say daily.
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