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Rav Gibber, in his analysis of the prohibition
against using n’m "1ax (hewn stone) in the
construction of the Mizbe'ach (Alim Yisro),

posits that there are two distinct prohibitions: one against using
hewn stones in construction, and another against applying
metal to stones post-construction. He suggests this distinction
reconciles the differing rationales provided by Rambam and Ibn
Ezra versus the Mishnah. However, this interpretation faces two
substantial difficulties.

First, the Mishnah's explanation explicitly derives from the
passuk in Parshas Yisro, "n*»Ynm Y. noin 7270 °3" As Ramban
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observes, the text's use of 27N specifically references an
implement that shortens life, which provides the impetus for the
Mishnah's explanation.

Second, and more definitively, Rambam himself addresses this
question in Moreh Nevuchim (3:45). Rambam first acknowledges
the Mishnah's interpretation, characterizing it as "1x Yy 210 N1
mwTn" (“this is a good homiletical interpretation”) while noting
"max1an na nom” ("but the actual reason is clear"). Rambam
explicitly categorizes the Mishnaic interpretation as homiletical
rather than literal. Ibn Ezra likely held a similar view.
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mpimh ;'I‘Dy Purim on Friday

Based on Kuntres Chezkas Purim
by Rabbi Chezky Green, shlita

1. Ideally, when Purim falls on Friday, we start
the Purim seudah in the morning, before midday
(chatzos). If one is unable to do so, he should start
before the 10th (halachic) hour of the day (three
halachic hours before shekiah). If one did not start
the Purim seudah before the 10th hour, it should
start before shekiah (sunset). However, we should
not rush to start the Purim seudah if that will cause
tension or fighting in the house. Additionally, one
may wait for guests to arrive, even if it will delay
starting the meal to after the 10th hour (Shiurei
Halachah 53:2, Moadei Yeshurun 2:268, quoting Rav Moshe
Feinstein).

2. Some have the minhag to start the Purim seudah late on
Friday and continue the meal into Shabbos, pausing to accept
Shabbos, cover the bread on the table, make kiddush (no new
brachah of hagafen is said), and then continuing the meal,

Purim Torah

Based on V’samta Shemo Avraham on
Megillas Esther (English Edition)
by Rabbi Avrohom Tashman shlita

The Sifsei Chachamim (by Rav Avraham Abba
Herzel, ch. 7 of the introduction) writes that he found
different opinions on the identity of Achashverosh.
Some identify him as Xerxes I, son of Darius I, while
Josephus (Antiquities of the Jews, Book 11, 6:1)
writes that he was Artaxerxes I (Xerxes I's son). The
name Artaxerxes means “great warrior,” or can refer
to the fact that one of his arms was longer than the
other (which earned him the name “Longimanus”).
Based on this last point, one can suggest tongue-in-
cheek that this is the meaning of the end of the verse:
“Inn 15 21 MmN 71 — the royal wine was great [in
abundance] as [the size of] the King’s arm.”

What is the relevance of mishloach manos to Purim?

Rav Meir Yechiel Ostrover (Meir Einei Chachamim) explains: The
Gemara (Megillah 12a) attributes the decree of destruction to the
sin of the Jews’ prostration before the idol of Nevuchadnetzar.

Rav Menachem M. Abramson with
Rav Yisroel Dovid Harfenes shlita

Rav Avraham Abba Herzel zt"l

davening Maariv afterward. One should eat a ki'beitzah of bread
after tzeis hakochavim (no new brachah is said). Some say to eat
from lechem mishneh, but this is not necessary (see Ha'Elef L'cha
Shlomo 1:113). When Purim is on Friday and the
Purim seudah extends into Friday night, we do not
say Al Hanissim in bentching, only R’tzeih, even if
they did not daven Maariv yet.

3. Someone who is dirty from vomit or sweat,
etc. and was unable to clean himself before Shabbos
(maybe he was sleeping...) may ask a non-Jew to
turn on and off the shower in order to wash with
warm (not hot) water, taking care to not squeeze out
water from the hair. (Shemiras Shabbos K’ Hilchasah
31:4, Orchos Shabbos Vol, 2, p.479, Chazon Ovadiah
Shabbos Vol. 3, p. 432, Nishmas Shabbos Vol. 4,
70; see also Shoshanas Yisroel 15:9. And Halachos
of Hired Help, Rav Abramson, Machon Aleh Zayis, p. 92.) Only
liquid shampoo and soap may be used. Some allow shampoo.
Someone who is very sweaty and uncomfortable may take a cold
shower by turning on the shower himself. He must be careful not
to squeeze out water from his hair) Igros Moshe O.C. Vol 4, 74,
Shemiras Shabbos K’Hilchasah 14:11, Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 1:222).

Since the Jews had not been sincere in their worship, merely
putting on a show, Hashem also made a show of sentencing them
to annihilation, without intending to go through with it. Now,
while each individual Jew knew that his own idol worship was
insincere, he could not vouch as such for his fellow Jews. Thus,
each Jew harbored suspicion of his fellows. However,
when the salvation arrived, the Jews’ shared
innocence became apparent to one and all. In order
to rectify these corrosive suspicions, Purim became a
day to send gifts to one another, demonstrating their
camaraderie.

Rav Tzadok HaKohen (Resisei Laylah 52) writes
that as a public document, the Megillah was
written in a politically correct fashion in which King
Achashverosh is presented in the best possible light.
This is why the Megillah ends 1n1ax 19pn nwyn 921, referring to
Achashverosh and how he taxed his subjects. It is as if the Megillah
was written in honor of Achashverosh, what a great king he was,
and how he helped the Jews! Only through Chazal’s expositions of
the allusions embedded within the text do we get the full picture of
their less-than-flattering assessment of him.




