


• מכת+ב ברכה+ ממור+י חמי •  
ה+גאון ר’ גר+שון ריבנר שליט”א



או טמאים  בחזקת טמאים מת  שכולנו  וטהרה  טומאה  דיני  כל  אצלנו  נוהג  הזה שאין  בזמן  הנה 

לכה"פ מחלל חרב, א"כ אין לנו שום מסורת והנהגת טומאה וטהרה. אולם אנו מחכים בכל יום על 

ביאת המקדש ושיבנה בית המקדש במהרה בימינו, וכידוע שהזהיר בעל חפץ חיים ללמוד קדשים 

כדי שנדע מה לעשות כשיבנה ביהמ"ק. אולם מלבד הלכות קדשים נוהג ג"כ הלכות טהרות, ורוב 

עולם אין להם מושג הפרטים בזה שעל ידם ישתנה לגמרי ספר החיים.

וידידי הרב שלמה ברוך אלון עסק הרבה בהלכות טומאה וטהרה מלבד עסקו בשאר חלקי התורה 

ועמד על כמה דברים שיהיו הלכה למעשה כשיבא משיח צדקנו במהרה בימינו, וראיתי קצת מדבריו 

והוטבו בעיני.

על כן הנני מברכו שיזכה להוציא לאור ספרו וע"י תכין הדרך שיבא משיח צדקנו שנדע קצת מדיני 

טומאה וטהרה. ומש"כ מענין מאד כדי להבין איך נחיה כשיבא משיח.

והנני מברכו שיצליח בהוצאת ספרו לאור עולם.

שלמה אליהו מילר

  
• הסכמת+ ה+גאון • 

 ר+’ של+מה אליהו מילר של+יט”א



  
• הסכמת+ ה+גאון ר' אריה מלכיאל קוטלר שליט”א • 

ראש ישיבת ליקוואוד



  
• הסכמת+ ה+גאון •  

ר+' יעקב אפרים+ פארכהיימר של+יט”א 



  
• הסכמת+ ה+גאון רבי איתמר גרבוז של+יט”א •

ראש ישיבת אורחות תורה



  
• הסכמת+ ה+גאון •

ר' יח+יאל+ יהוד+ה נוישטאדט של+יט”א



  
• הסכמת+ ה+גאון •

ר+' דוד ה+כהן מונק של+יט”א
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Introduction to Hilchos Taharos

T here are many things which are susceptible to tum’ah, many differe nt 
types of tum’os, various levels of tum’ah, different ways to become 
tamei, and different ways of becoming tahor. This overview will 

attempt to encapsulate some of the basics of tum’ah and taharah.

Kabbalas Tum’ah
1. All matter can be divided into two categories: items which are  susceptible 

to tum’ah (mekabel tum’ah), and items which are not susceptible to tum’ah. 
Even items which are mekabel tum’ah often need certain conditions or 
preparation to become mekabel tum’ah. The category of items which 
are mekabel tum’ah can be split into three classes: People ( Jews); 
keilim (utensils or useful items; which keilim are mekabel tum’ah will be 
explained in chapters 11-13, preceded by a necessary introduction); 
and ochlin (food, this includes mashkin – liquids, as will be explained in 
chapter 10:7), which are further split into three groups: chullin; terumah; 
and kodshim. Anything not included in one of these three classes cannot 
contract tum’ah, mid’Oraysa. 

Note: Whenever people, keilim, ochlin or mashkin are mentioned in this sefer, 
it refers to those that are mekabel tum’ah.
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Highest Level of Tum’ah: Avi Avos Hatum’ah
2. A meis is the highest level of tum’ah, and is called avi avos hatum’ah. A meis 

can make a person or a keli* into an av hatum’ah (see next), and in some 
cases, the keli itself can become an avi avos hatum’ah (see Chapter 1:4). 

Av Hatum’ah
3. An av hatum’ah is the second level of tum’ah, and can make a person or 

a keli, tamei. As we will learn, food and liquids are more susceptible to 
tum’ah than people and keilim, and therefore, if a person or keli can be 
rendered tamei, food and liquids certainly can. Something that became 
tamei from an av hatum’ah, becomes a rishon l’tum’ah, also called a v’lad 
hatum’ah (see next). 

Rishon L’tum’ah
4. A rishon cannot make a person or keli, tamei mid’Oraysa.** It can only 

make three things tamei, and those will become a sheini l’tum’ah: A. food, 
B. liquids, C. hands. In most cases, liquids will revert back to being an 
av, capable of rendering keilim tamei mid’Rabbanan (as will be explained 
in Chapter 8). 

Sheini, Shlishi, and Revi’i
5. Chullin (food or liquid that is not terumah or kodshim) cannot get to a 

lower level of tum’ah than sheini. It cannot become a shlishi. However, 
terumah (which includes challah and bikurim) can become a shlishi. 

6. A shlishi l’tum’ah can transmit tum’ah to kodshim, which can become
a revi’i. 

* A keli is anything that is made for use. Not all keilim are mekabel tum’ah. For further 
discussion, see Introduction to Hilchos Keilim.
** The exception is when liquids are a rishon and are m’tamei keilim, as discussed in 
Chapter 8:3.
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Note: The term tamei is usually used when the item can transmit tum’ah 
further to its class (such as terumah which is a sheini), and the term passul* 
is used when it can become tamei itself, but cannot transmit the tum’ah to 
others of its class (such as terumah which is a shlishi).

The Various Avos Hatum’ah
7. Other than meis, there are a number of additional sources of tum’ah, 

called avos hatum’ah. These include a niddah or a yoledes (see Chapter 2), 
a midras (see Chapter 3), a neveilah (dead animal), a sheretz (the Torah 
mentions eight rodents which are tamei when they are dead), and mei 
chattas (parah adumah water), and others (see Chapter 6). All of these 
have the power to be m’tamei a person, keli, food, and liquids.

8. There are other tum’os d’Rabbanan, some of which are m’tamei the entire 
person, and some just his hands (see Chapter 7).

Becoming Tahor
Just as there are many levels of tum’ah, there are many levels in the taharah 

process necessary to remove those tum’os. We will list the main processes, 
including those which are mid’Rabbanan, in ascending order:

9. If just the hands became tamei, to become tahor they just need netilas 
yadayim. The halachos of netilas yadayim for tum’ah are generally the same 
as the netilas yadayim we practice today, which are covered in Shulchan 
Aruch Orach Chaim (158-165). 

10. If a person or a keli became tamei from an av hatum’ah, they have to first 
be immersed in a mikveh and then they are semi-tahor; they will not 
make chullin tamei but they can still pasul terumah or kodshim, through 
maga (touching) but not through masa (lifting). In essence, they are 
on the level of a sheini, with some differences, as we will learn. This 
stage is called tevul yom, which lasts until evening. In the evening, once 

* To distinguish between the verb and the adjective, the (Yiddish) verb will be spelled 
pasul, pronounced pah-sull, and the (Lashon Hakodesh) adjective passul, pronounced 
puss-uhl.
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the sun sets and three small stars are visible (ha’arev shemesh), they are 
completely tahor. 

11. People who are an av hatum’ah not from a meis but from themselves (e.g., 
a zavah), must wait until they are eligible for taharah (e.g., for a zavah, 
seven clean days), and then they can tovel in a mikveh.

12. For certain tum’os (e.g., yoledes) the person undergoing taharah also has 
to bring a korban, and until then is called a mechusar kippurim (lacking 
kapparah), and is still considered partially tamei with regards to kodshim 
until the korban is brought. 

13. A temei meis (whether a person or keli) needs to be sprinkled with the mei 
chattas on the third day after becoming tamei, and again on the seventh 
day. He can then go to the mikveh, and wait for ha’arev shemesh.

Mikveh
14. The halachos of mikva’os and tevilah are covered in Shulchan Aruch 

Yoreh Deah (198-202). Since they are very relevant today, we will not 
cover them in this sefer.*

15. One makes a brachah on tevilah, for people as well as keilim, even when 
only required to tovel mid’Rabbanan.

What Requires Taharah
16. As mentioned in the Foreword, when dealing with maaser sheini, terumah 

(including challah and bikurim), and korbanos, a person must be tahor, 
and the food must be kept tahor. This applies to everyone, not just 
kohanim.

17. Entering the Beis Hamikdash is only allowed when one is tahor. Again, 
this applies to everyone, not just kohanim.

* One aspect of mikva’os which is not very relevant today, is that a zav requires tevilah in 
mayim chayim, ‘living water,’ i.e., spring water that is still connected to its source.
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18. Chullin can be eaten even if one is tamei or if the chullin is tamei. Still, it is 
advisable to be careful from tum’ah even with chullin, for three reasons:

a. It is proper to be makpid on eating chullin b’taharah (in a state 
of being tahor). In fact, a person can only be trusted regarding 
halachos of tum’ah if he is careful to eat even chullin b’taharah (see 
Chapter 5).

b. Eating chullin when it is tamei makes a person tamei mid’Rabbanan 
as relates to terumah and kodshim (see Chapter 7).

c. Chullin that is tamei can pasul terumah or be m’tamei kodshim if they 
come into contact, and if the chullin is a rishon it can be m’tamei 
hands, which become sheini and can pasul terumah and be m’tamei 
kodshim. One who is not makpid on chullin b’taharah will have 
chullin temei’im in his home, and it is very likely that the chullin or 
his hands will come in contact with terumah (or kodshim, if he lives 
in Yerushalayim). This is a third reason why it is recommended to 
be makpid (see Chapter 17).



Chapte r 1

Tum’as Meis

Level of Tum’as Meis
1. There are many levels of tum’ah. The highest level of tum’ah is the tum’ah 

of a dead body. This level is called י אֲבוֹת הַטֻּמְאָה .אֲב ִ

How a Meis Transmits Tum’ah
2. There are three ways a meis transmits tum’ah: גָּע שָּׂא ,מ ַ .אֹ הֵל and ,מ ַ

Maga means touching the meis with any part of one’s body.

Masa means lifting1 the meis even without touching it. Included in 
masa is הֶ יסֵט, which means moving the meis without touching it.

1.  לדעת רש"י בחולין (כ, ב ד"ה מלק) והר"ש והרע"ב בזבים (פרק ה משנה ג), משא הוא דוקא כשהזיזו, 
אבל אם הטעינו אדם על ידיו בלי להזיז [באופן שאינו מטמא משום אהל, כגון עצם כשעורה, או 
נתחדש  ומושב,  במשכב  גם  שמטמאים  ויולדת,  נדה  זבה  משא [ובזב  זה  אין  שיטות]  כמה  לפי  גוי 
שאפי' אינו מזיזו אלא רק מונח על גביו נטמא]. ולדעת הרמב"ם (פיה"מ שם, וכן בכלים פרק א משנה א) 
דמשא אינו דוקא על ידי הזזה, אלא כל שהוא על גביו. ונוסף לזה, שבכלל משא נכלל גם אם אינו 
דמשא  התו"כ  בשם  שם  הרמב"ם  כתב  וכן  ג,  משנה  ה  פרק  זבים  במשנה  ומבואר  מזיז.  אלא  נושא 
שייך רק באדם הנושא, ולא בכלי הנושא [כשאינו נוגע בכלי], וכן פירש הר"ש במשנה שם, דמשא 
שייך רק בבעל חי, ודלא כמש"כ רש"י בנדה (נד, ב), אמנם רש"י לשיטתו דמשא שייך רק אם מזיז, 
וס"ל דבעצם שייך משא בכלים, אלא כיון שאין הכלי מזיז הטומאה לכן אינו נטמא כשדבר טמא 
בכלי  משא  דשייך  בנדה  רש"י  דפירש  והא  כח).  יא,  (ויקרא  שמיני  בפרשת  הרשב"ם  וכ"כ  הכלי,  ע"ג 
מודה  דרש"י  מסמא  אבן  בכל  וכמו  הנדה,  בדם  מסמא  אבן  דין  דיש  לצד  היינו  הכלי,  ע"ג  כשהדם 

דאין צריך הזזה.




