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Introduction to Hilchos Taharos

types of tumos, various levels of tumah, different ways to become

T here are many things which are susceptible to tumah, many different

tamei, and different ways of becoming tahor. This overview will

attempt to encapsulate some of the basics of tumah and taharah.

Kabbalas Tum’ah

1.

All matter can be divided into two categories: items which are susceptible
to tumah (mekabel tumah), and items which are not susceptible to tumah.
Even items which are mekabel tumah often need certain conditions or
preparation to become mekabel tumah. The category of items which
are mekabel tumah can be split into three classes: People (Jews);
keilim (utensils or useful items; which keilim are mekabel tum'ah will be
explained in chapters 11-13, preceded by a necessary introduction);
and ochlin (food, this includes mashkin — liquids, as will be explained in
chapter 10:7), which are further split into three groups: chullin; terumah;
and kodshim. Anything not included in one of these three classes cannot
contract tumah, mid Oraysa.

Note: Whenever people, keilim, ochlin or mashkin are mentioned in this sefer,

it refers to those that are mekabel tumah.
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Highest Level of Tum’ah: Avi Avos Hatum’ah

2. A meisis the highest level of tumah, and is called avi avos hatumah. A meis
can make a person or a keli* into an av hatumah (see next), and in some
cases, the keli itself can become an avi avos hatumah (see Chapter 1:4).

Av Hatum’ah

3. An av hatumah is the second level of tumuh, and can make a person or
a keli, tamei. As we will learn, food and liquids are more susceptible to
tumah than people and keilim, and therefore, if a person or keli can be
rendered famei, food and liquids certainly can. Something that became
tamei from an av hatumah, becomes a rishon I'tumah, also called a v’lad
hatum'ah (see next).

Rishon L'tum’ah

4. A rishon cannot make a person or keli, tamei mid’Oraysa.** It can only
make three things tamei, and those will become a sheini 'tumah: A. food,
B. liquids, C. hands. In most cases, liquids will revert back to being an
av, capable of rendering keilim tamei mid Rabbanan (as will be explained
in Chapter 8).

Sheini, Shlishi, and Revi’i

S. Chullin (food or liquid that is not terumah or kodshim) cannot get to a
lower level of tumah than sheini. It cannot become a shlishi. However,
terumah (which includes challah and bikurim) can become a shlishi.

6. A shlishi I'tumah can transmit tumah to kodshim, which can become

a revi’i.

* A keli is anything that is made for use. Not all keilim are mekabel tum’ah. For further
discussion, see Introduction to Hilchos Keilim.

** The exception is when liquids are a rishon and are m’tamei keilim, as discussed in
Chapter 8:3.
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Note: The term tamei is usually used when the item can transmit tumah
further to its class (such as terumah which is a sheini), and the term passul*
is used when it can become tamei itself, but cannot transmit the tumah to
others of its class (such as terumah which is a shlishi).

The Various Avos Hatum’ah

7. Other than meis, there are a number of additional sources of tumah,
called avos hatum'ah. These include a niddah or a yoledes (see Chapter 2),
a midras (see Chapter 3), a neveilah (dead animal), a sheretz (the Torah
mentions eight rodents which are tamei when they are dead), and mei
chattas (parah adumah water), and others (see Chapter 6). All of these
have the power to be m’tamei a person, keli, food, and liquids.

8. There are other tum’os d'Rabbanan, some of which are m’tamei the entire
person, and some just his hands (see Chapter 7).

Becoming Tahor

Just as there are many levels of tumah, there are many levels in the taharah
process necessary to remove those tum’os. We will list the main processes,
including those which are mid’'Rabbanan, in ascending order:

9. If just the hands became famei, to become tahor they just need netilas
yadayim. The halachos of netilas yadayim for tumah are generally the same
as the netilas yadayim we practice today, which are covered in Shulchan
Aruch Orach Chaim (158-165).

10. If a person or a keli became tamei from an av hatum’ah, they have to first
be immersed in a mikveh and then they are semi-tahor; they will not
make chullin tamei but they can still pasul terumah or kodshim, through
maga (touching) but not through masa (lifting). In essence, they are
on the level of a sheini, with some differences, as we will learn. This
stage is called tevul yom, which lasts until evening. In the evening, once

* To distinguish between the verb and the adjective, the (Yiddish) verb will be spelled
pasul, pronounced pah-sull, and the (Lashon Hakodesh) adjective passul, pronounced
puss-uhl.
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the sun sets and three small stars are visible (haarev shemesh), they are
completely tahor.

11. People who are an av hatumah not from a meis but from themselves (e.g.,
a zavah), must wait until they are eligible for taharah (e.g., for a zavah,
seven clean days), and then they can tovel in a mikveh.

12. For certain tumos (e.g., yoledes) the person undergoing taharah also has
to bring a korban, and until then is called a mechusar kippurim (lacking
kapparah), and is still considered partially tamei with regards to kodshim
until the korban is brought.

13. A temei meis (whether a person or keli) needs to be sprinkled with the mei
chattas on the third day after becoming tamei, and again on the seventh
day. He can then go to the mikveh, and wait for haurev shemesh.

Mikveh

14. The halachos of mikva'os and tevilah are covered in Shulchan Aruch
Yoreh Deah (198-202). Since they are very relevant today, we will not

cover them in this sefer.”

15. One makes a brachah on tevilah, for people as well as keilim, even when

only required to tovel mid' Rabbanan.

What Requires Taharah

16. As mentioned in the Foreword, when dealing with maaser sheini, terumah
(including challah and bikurim), and korbanos, a person must be tahor,
and the food must be kept tahor. This applies to everyone, not just
kohanim.

17. Entering the Beis Hamikdash is only allowed when one is tahor. Again,
this applies to everyone, not just kohanim.

* One aspect of mikva’os which is not very relevant today, is that a zav requires tevilah in

mayim chayim, ‘living water, i.e., spring water that is still connected to its source.
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18. Chullin can be eaten even if one is tamei or if the chullin is tamei. Still, it is
advisable to be careful from tumah even with chullin, for three reasons:

a. It is proper to be makpid on eating chullin b’taharah (in a state
of being tahor). In fact, a person can only be trusted regarding
halachos of tumah if he is careful to eat even chullin b'taharah (see
Chapter S).

b. Eating chullin when it is tamei makes a person tamei mid’Rabbanan
as relates to terumah and kodshim (see Chapter 7).

c.  Chullin that is tamei can pasul terumah or be m’tamei kodshim if they
come into contact, and if the chullin is a rishon it can be m’tamei
hands, which become sheini and can pasul terumah and be m'tamei
kodshim. One who is not makpid on chullin b’taharah will have
chullin temei’im in his home, and it is very likely that the chullin or
his hands will come in contact with terumah (or kodshim, if he lives
in Yerushalayim). This is a third reason why it is reccommended to
be makpid (see Chapter 17).



Chapter 1
Tum’as Meis

Level of Tum’as Meis

1. There are many levels of tumah. The highest level of tumuh is the tumah
of a dead body. This level is called nxnwn niax »ax.

How a Meis Transmits Tum’ah

2. There are three ways a meis transmits tumah: van, Xyn, and 97x.

Maga means touching the meis with any part of one’s body.

Masa means lifting’ the meis even without touching it. Included in
masa is v’ which means moving the meis without touching it.
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