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B’NW .'I‘Dy Dual Monarchy

Rav Yehuda Roth, Machon Aleh Zayis

In the haftarah of parshas Korach, we read of the renewal of
Shaul’s kingship and Shmuel’s parting words to Bnei Yisrael. Levush
(OC 549) offers two connections to the parsha: first, that Shmuel
descended from Korach; second, that Shmuel says *nnp5 n mw nx
"nnpY "1 1m, echoing Moshe’s words "nxwi1 onn TNX 11N KY.

Perhaps another connection lies in the fact that Shaul, like
Moshe, had his leadership challenged. Only after Shaul’'s war
with Nachash Ha’amoni did the nation embrace him, prompting
Shmuel to formally renew his kingship.

At this point, the pasuk states: *nwi1 19911 MIRW 1’0 MW 12
SR YV 191 021w (Shmuel I 13:1). This first part of the pasuk is
obviously difficult. Chazal (Yoma 22a) explain that Shaul was
“like one year old, having never tasted sin”. Rashi quotes this
explanation but also offers a pshat reading: the
events following the renewal of Shaul's kingship
occurred during the first year of his two-year reign.
Alternatively, Radak and Gra (Seder Olam ch. 13)
explain that Shaul had already been king for a year
before the renewal of his reign.

Radak and Gra’s explanation can be further
understood by considering the nature of that
renewal. The Torah says regarding the mitzvah of
appointing a king, 7nYx ’n N2> 1K 190 7YY wn 0w
12 (Devarim 17:15). The pasuk implies that appointing
a king entails two aspects: Divine election and public
acceptance. Shaul was chosen by Hashem, but until accepted
by the people, his kingship lacked full legitimacy. The navi
distinguishes between these two phases of his reign.

The second part of the pasuk — that Shaul ruled for two years
— is also puzzling. Seder Olam (ch. 13) and Rashi follow the plain
sense of the pasuk that Shaul ruled for only two years. The Bavli
(Zevachim 118b and Temurah 14b) and Radak count the two years
beginning after Shaul had already ruled for one, totaling three.
But such a brief reign seems incompatible with all the events
recounted in Sefer Shmuel up until Shaul’s death. Could one year
(or two) really encompass Shaul’'s many wars; Shmuel anointing
David as king; David playing the kinnor for Shaul after the ruach
Hashem left Shaul and was replaced by a ruach raah; the war
against the Pelishtim during which Golyas challenges Bnei Yisrael
for forty days before David defeated him; David’s growing success
and eventual marriage to Michal; David’s flight from Shaul,
eventually fleeing to the Pelishtim and living there for at least four
months (Rashi, Radak) or a year and four months (Abarbanel);

DY
2w

2190 MYOR PWIN’ 270

ANNINA 3PP 270
pEVERE Y1110 WR

TIN2OP 2T NYRW AN

s ali-ig=ahl

Shaul’s final war with the Pelishtim in Gilboa where he was killed?

Further complicating the timeline, Shaul is called a naar when
he becomes king, but his son Ishboshes (possibly the youngest, as
he is listed last in Divrei Hayamim 1 8:33) is forty at the time of
Shaul’s death (Shmuel 11 2:10). Similarly, David is also called a naar
when anointed but is thirty when finally coronated (Shmuel II 5:4).

Perhaps this led the Targum Hashivim to omit the entire pasuk
about the length of Shaul’s reign (see Megillah 9a).

Ralbag suggests that the pasuk is merely noting that Shaul
waged war against the Pelishtim two years after the renewal of
his kingship. Abarbanel offers a similar reading and estimates
Shaul’s reign at seventeen years. Yosef Ben Mattisyahu (Antiqg.
6:14:9) records that Shaul reigned for forty years.

However, the navi tells us that after Mishkan Shilo was destroyed,
the aron was kept in Kiryas Ye’arim for twenty years (Shmuel I 7:2).
David was already king in Yerushalyim by then and had ruled for at

least seven years. Since the aron was brought to Kiryas Ye’arim only

after Eli Hakohen’s death, even if Shmuel crowned
Shaul as king immediately thereafter, this would limit
Shaul’s reign to a maximum of thirteen years. To solve
this problem, Ralbag and Abarbanel (Shrmuel 1 7:2)
suggest that the twenty years refers not to the entire
duration the aron remained in Kiryas Ye’arim, but only
to the time before Bnei Yisrael repented and defeated
the Pelishtim in Mitzpah.

Rav  Tanchum Yerushalmi suggests that
sometimes, a pasuk is written in a shortened form
with missing words (see for example Rashi Bereshis
13:6 39:4). Accordingly, the pasuk should read:
SRIW? Y 790 02w [L..]1,199121 IR 70 Maw L] 12. A similar formula is
used in Nevi'im for other kings, such as “Ishboshes was forty years
old and reigned for two years” (Shmuel I1 2:10). In this case, the navi
is using the same formula but for some reason omits the numbers.

Rav Yeshaya of Trani and Sefer Ha'tkkarim (4:26) explain that the
navi is counting only the two years until Shaul’s war with Amalek,
after which he was told by Shmuel that he will lose the kingship.

If being a king requires both Divine appointment and public
acceptance, then after the war with Amalek, Shaul ceased to be king
by Divine right even though he remained accepted by the people.
The Gemara (Megillah 14b) relates that when David wanted to kill
Naval as a moreid b'malchus, Avigayil argued that he had no right
to do so, since Shaul was still alive, “And your currency has not yet
circulated.” While David already had some status as king, since the
nation still followed Shaul, David was not yet the true king. (See
Perashas Derachim, Drush 11, Avnei Nezer YD 312, Emek Berachah
(pg. 36). See also Yerushalmi, Horiyos 3:2 and Rosh Hashanah 1:1
regarding the status of David while Avshalom rebelled against him.)
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