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DS Visitation Rights

Based on The Halachic Guide to Travel & Vacation
by Rabbi Menachem M. Abramson, shlita

(35,2%) 11920 7Y X271 2212 19Y7

Entering a According to many poskim, it is permissible to enter
Mosque a mosque, though others disagree (See Ran,
Sanhedrin 61b). According to the lenient opinion, it is certainly
permitted to enter Yitzchok Avinu’s ulam at Me’aras Hamachpeilah
when it is open to Jews. (see Teshuvos V’hanhagos 4:35)

Various Halachos Pertaining to Visiting a Church
1. Entering a Church; Vatican City

Many poskim hold that a church has the status of a beis avodah
zarah and one may therefore not enter it, and g
must even keep four amos distance from it.
Similarly, one may not visit Vatican City, as
many poskim hold that one may not even enter
the courtyard of a beis avodah zarah.

2. Entering a Monastery
The poskim debate whether one may enter a
monastery since it is not a place of worship per L
se, but a residence (Tzitz Eliezer 14:91, Rishumei | =
Aharon Y.D. 141). F -

3. Walking in a Garden Near a Church
It is technically permissible to walk in and enjoy
a nice garden which is adjacent to a church, but

it is nevertheless improper to do so (Chashukei Chemed, Avodah
Zarah 51b).

4. Gazing at Decorations on a Church or at the Church Itself
One may not gaze at decorations that adorn a church, as they
were painted for avodah zarah purposes. As a way of distancing
oneself from all idolatry, one should even avoid looking at the
outside of a church (see Avnei Yashpeh 1:153.4).

5. Entering a Building or Room Which Has a Cross in it
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There is nothing wrong with entering a building or room with a cross
in it if the cross does not serve any purpose for worship and prayer.
The cross is merely symbolic (Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 143:14).

Declaration Upon Seeing a Church, Monastery, or
Mosque

Upon seeing a church, monastery, or mosque for the first time
in thirty days, it is proper to say ’n no> o’xa n°a. If the building is
in ruins, one should praise Hashem and say 'n ninpiv-x (Shulchan
Aruch O.C. 224:11).

Visiting There is a prohibition to study other idolatrous
Amish Towns religions, lest one stray and follow their ways.
Nevertheless, one may visit the Amish since his intent is not to
study their religion but simply for curiosity’s sake, to see how
they live without electricity as people did in the past. If, however,
! the tour guide starts talking about their religion,
one should not listen but should divert his
attention elsewhere (Rav Yisroel Dovid Harfenes).

Visiting Egypt The Gemara states that the
Jews who lived in Alexandria were killed because
they violated the prohibition against returning
to Egypt. However, the issur only applies to one
who intends to live there permanently; visiting
Egypt is permitted (Sukkah 51b, Rambam
Melachim 5:8, Yechaveh Daas 3:81).

Visiting Spain When the Jews were expelled
from Spain in 1492, some say that they accepted
upon themselves a cherem (ban) against returning
to Spain. However, this cherem is not mentioned by earlier
sources. If there indeed was a cherem, it might have only been
binding on those who were expelled, and not on their
descendants. Even if their descendants were included, it might
be limited to settling in Spain permanently, whereas visiting
temporarily would be permitted. Therefore, the poskim say that
there is nothing wrong with visiting Spain (see Yabia Omer 7 Y.D.
14).
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