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Based on Yearning for Geulah by Rabbi Daniel
Aharon Orlinsky

The Levush writes of an interesting minhag: Even those Jews
who were careful to use a klaf for all Megillos that are read publicly
did not do so for Eichah, but would read from a regular Chumash
instead. He suggests that Megillas Eichah was not commonly
available on klaf, because the sofrim refused to write it. Their
yearning for Mashiach was so great, each year they expected that
the next Tishah B’Av would be a Yom Tov. To write Eichah in a

g n()y Music During Bein

Hametzarim
Based on Music in Halachah by Rabbi Pinchas Shelby

Source The restriction on listening to music in the Three Weeks
is not explicitly mentioned in Shulchan Aruch or any of the earlier
classical poskim. Some meforshim suggest that this is because
music is already prohibited throughout the year. However, the
vast majority of poskim understand that there is indeed a unique
restriction in these times of year, which is not subject to most of
the leniencies that encompass the general prohibition.

The source for this restriction is the halachah that restricts
dancing during the Three Weeks (Magen Avraham 551:10). Just
as there is a restriction on dance during these periods because it
is an act of joy, music is likewise restricted.

Sorrowful Because of this connection to
Music
many poskim understand that only lively

the restriction of dancing,

music that leads to dancing is prohibited.
Accordingly, these poskim permit chazanus
and classical music, or sorrowful music that
does not lead one to dance. However, others
include all music in the restriction, even if it
does not lead to dancing.

Rav Moshe Sternbuch reviewing
Rabbi Chezky Green’s seforim

Recorded Music The poskim agree that
the restriction on music during the Three Weeks applies equally to
recorded music of every kind. Most poskim hold that recorded
vocal singing is still classified as vocal singing; however, some
poskim consider it an artificial sound that emanates from an
instrument.

Acappela Music Most poskim consider acapella music to be

more permanent way on klaf would have seemed to their eyes as
if to despair of the geulah. They therefore felt compelled to read
from a Chumash, rather than the alternative which meant feeling
lax in their yearning for geulah.

On a similar note, the Machatzis Hashekel (see Toras Chaim,
Sofer 559:2) didn’t put away his Kinnos after Tishah B’Av; instead,
he left it on the table in shul, and bought a new one every year.
He felt that putting it away for the coming year would dampen his
tzipiya l'yeshuah, as if chas v’shalom he despaired of the geulah. This
minhag has been practiced by many tzaddikim.

actual music, subject to all the restrictions of standard recorded
music. Others suggest that if it does not lead one to dance it is
permitted. It is difficult to find a clear psak that permits acapella
music.

Background Music There is no concern in listening to
background music such as at a doctor’s office, in a store, or on a
bus, since one does not intend to listen to the music. Likewise, it
is permitted to listen to music that is played on a phone system
when one is waiting on hold. One whose phone system utilizes
hold music does not need to change it during these periods.

Non-Recreational Music It is permitted to listen to music
during the Three Weeks if one is doing so for reasons other than
enjoyment. Therefore, one who is anxious, depressed, or lonely may
listen to music, as it is not being used solely to enjoy oneself. Based
on this logic, some poskim permitted music
during for those who were quarantined during
the Covid-19 pandemic. Similarly, some
poskim permit using music as an aid to exercise.

L

Based on Chag Lashem Machar, A Practical
Guide to the Halchaos of the Three Weeks by
Rabbi Chezky Green

Itis permissible to play music while driving
to prevent falling asleep since it is not for the
sake of enjoyment. There is no need to avoid
this by refraining from traveling.

According to Rav Dovid Cohen (Keser Shlomo p. 257) this logic
will also allow playing music on a long trip to avoid boredom, or to
avoidlistening to or watching other things. Music is preferred even
over any non-Jewish podcasts which may contain inappropriate
content. Slow music and acapella are preferred. Any Jewish music
is better than even non-Jewish acapella.
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