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G Haskamos From Mitzapim>)
L’yeshuah in Lashon Hakodesh

Hagaon Harav Aryeh Malkiel Kotler Shlita, Rosh Yeshivah Beth
Medrash Govoha

“I give praise that they arranged the sefer Mitzapim L’yeshuah, a collection
of Chazal, Rishonim, and Acharonim on the topics of tzipisa I’yeshuah and
how this will hasten the Geulah, organized in an amazing way, to strengthen
and awaken the yearning for the Geulah and desire for Mashiach that should
come speedily; as well as for arranging chaburahs to awaken and strengthen
this idea. It should be Hashem’s will that their words should be accepted in
the beis midrash and that it should provide chizuk in this most important
matter. May we merit very soon to greet Mashiach Tzidkeinu.”

Hagaon Harav Yerucham Olshin Shlita, Rosh Yeshivah Beth
Medrash Govoha

“Iwas extremely happy to see this amazing sefer called Mitzapim L’yeshuah,
which includes many facets of the important mitzvah of tzipisa I’yeshuah
and yearning for the days of Mashiach... We need to be thankful that it’s
arranged in a way that we can strengthen ourselves in this great mitzvah,
one of the thirteen principles... I am certain that this will be accepted in the
Torah world with much joy.”

Hagaon Harav Avraham Yitzchok Sorotzkin Shlita, Rosh Yeshivah
Telshe and Mesivta D’Lakewood

“To speak about the greatness of the holy Chaburah that gathers weekly
to strengthen the yearning and awaken the Geulah. Hagaon Hatzaddik
Rav Pam zt”l revealed that everything the Chofetz Chaim did was with
one intention-to prepare Klal Yisrael to be on the proper level in order to
be ready for the Geulah. How praiseworthy it is to follow in his ways to
help prepare Klal Yisrael for the Geulah. The Mashgiach Hagaon Hatzaddik




Rav Mattisyahu Solomon shlita used to remind everyone, and specifically
talmidei chachamim, what Chazal say that Hashem demands and asks,
‘You embrace my Torah, yearn for My malchus. Therefore, it’s a great and
important thing that you’re publishing this sefer Mitzapim L’yeshuah, which
overflows with words of Chazal that awaken the yearning for the restoration
of kavod Shamayim.”

Hagaon Harav Sholom Kamenetsky Shlita, Rosh Yeshivah
Philadelphia

“An encompassing sefer, a collection of Chazal and precious ideas
to strengthen the great yearning for those days... We also come to give
thanks for the weekly va’ad which strengthens what needs chizuk-to live
with a yearning for Klal Yisrael’s salvation and the revelation of kavod
Shamayim. The involvement itself in this matter itself is a fulfillment of
tzipisa I’yeshuah. What’s revealed doesn’t need any proof, as everyone in
our times understands that we’re in the footsteps of Mashiach. How great
the obligation is to live a life of yearning for the end of this galus, and one
who is lax in this mitzvah during these days, how great the demand will be
on him... And through this chizuk, Yarom karno shel Dovid ki I’yeshu’aso
kivinu kol hayom.”

Hagaon Harav Yaakov Ephraim Hakohen Forchheimer Shlita,
Dayan U’moreh Tzedek Lakewood

“There is a very important chaburah in our yeshivah that gathers every
week to strengthen the great mitzvah of tzipisa I’yeshuah... One time I had
the merit to be there, including for Tehillim and Minchah, and I realized that
this is a chaburah of bnei aliyah, and it is a great thing to join them. And now
they have continued to rise in kedushah by publishing a sefer to strengthen
this area even more. In my opinion, it is a very great thing.”

P
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G Foreword for the English Edition>,

To Properly Appreciate the Sefer It’s Important to Read This Foreword.

Aswe stand in this momentous time in history, our hearts are full of hope
and yearning for the magnificent future that we’ve long been waiting for.
Chazal® reveal that the inner desire of every Yid is for the Geulah, as it says,
“All the tefillos of Klal Yisrael are focused on the Beis Hamikdash: Master,
build the Beis Hamikdash; Master, when will you build the Beis Hamikdash?”
Every Yid’s yearning is for the time when kavod Shamayim will be restored
through the returning of Klal Yisrael to Eretz Yisrael, building of the Beis
Hamikdash, restoration of Malchus Beis Dovid, return of the Shechinah to
Yerushalayim, and ultimately reconnecting to Hashem.

However, the length, darkness, and pain of the galus cover this deep and
powerful desire inside of us. The regularity of life subconsciously affects our
emotions, creating within us a feeling that the reality we experience today
is everlasting. With a bit of focus and awareness, we can climb out of this
mentality and ultimately reach the destination where we truly want to be.

As much as each one of us yearns for the Geulah and closeness with
Hashem, that desire pales in comparison to His yearning for us. Chazal?
teach us that Hashem cries over the Churban, Klal Yisrael’s galus, and the
disruption of Torah. In addition, Hashem roars like a lion three times a day
over the galus. Every Jewish heart breaks when reading the Midrash?® which
depicts how Hashem cried during the Churban, “Where are my Kohanim?
Where are you, my beloved ones?”

Eliyahu Hanavi expresses this powerful desire; “Heaven and earth shall
testify on me that Hakadosh Baruch Hu sits and yearns for Klal Yisrael’s
teshuvah more than a father waits for his son and a wife for her husband,
in order that He can redeem them and build the Beis Hamikdash which will

1. Bereishis Rabbah 13:2.
2. Chagigah 5b, Brachos 3b.
3. Eichah Rabbah Pesichah 24.



Foreword for the English Edition >y

never be destroyed.”* Therefore Hashem is constantly orchestrating and
advancing the world towards the great day to which we are yearning.

Hashem, in His infinite wisdom and mercy, has unlimited calculations to
all that He does in this world, much of which is far past our comprehension.
However, at the same time, Hashem is constantly speaking to us, and
with our limited vision, it’s our obligation to take the lessons that we can
understand and grow in our avodas Hashem. One of the many lessons
learnt from the period of Covid, and the unstable world thereafter, was that
nothing is forever. More specifically, we realized that our regular routines—
both physical and spiritual-are subject to change at a moment’s notice. Our
reliance on all the things that we took for granted were dampened, forcing
us to strengthen our emunah in Hashem and ultimately realize that nothing
is a guarantee.’

In the greatest tragedy of recent times which struck Klal Yisrael on
Shemini Atzeres/Simchas Torah, this lesson was screaming once again.
Amongst the magnitude of the incident was again a great reality check that
everything can change instantly, and certainly without any notice. The “new
reality” is that we must expect the unexpected, and in truth, this idea is a
necessary component in preparing for Geulah. As will be discussed in the
coming chapters, Mashiach will come suddenly, as the pasuk says, X123 axns)
MIRIY 71K N3 737 DXOR ONN WX N30 RO/ DWRan anN W PRt ID T SR-And
suddenly he [Mashiach] will come to His sanctuary, the Master Whom you
seek. And the messenger of the bris [Eliyahu Hanavi] whom you desire. Look,
he comes, says Hashem.®

4. Tanna D’vei Eliyahu Rabbah ch. 31.

5. In an almost prophetic vision, Rav Yerucham Levovitz zt”l (Da’as Chachmah U’mussar
2:27-28) describes the breakdown of the world both physically and spiritually at the end
of the galus in order to generate the feeling and recognition that we have literally nothing
or no one to rely on other than Hashem, as Chazal (Sotah 49) teach us in the long list of
dramatic things that will occur in the generation before Mashiach with the end goal being,
Ein lanu al me ’heshain ele al Avinu shebashamayim—“There is no one to rely on except for
our Father in heaven.” Many roshei yeshivos and rabbanim said this over during the drama
of Covid, that Hashem’s purpose of all the chaos that transpired then and onwards until the
end of galus is for one purpose-to internalize that there’s nothing to rely on but Hashem.

6. Malachi 3:1.

19
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The Chofetz Chaim zt”l,” in his ruach hakodesh, revealed this fundamental
idea in appreciating the era we are privileged to live in.% “Certainly, when
the time will come for Mashiach, there will be gedolim in place of nevi’im of
old that will awaken Klal Yisrael in emunah and teshuvah, through which we
will be redeemed. As Chazal say, All times have passed and all is dependent
on teshuvah...And there will be those who say, How can Mashiach come after
such a long and bitter galus? How is it possible that he will come suddenly
in our current state? And on this the Torah teaches us, Hayipalei meiHashem
davar-Is anything beyond Hashem? He is all-powerful and able to the bring
the Geulah at any day, hour, or moment...As the pasuk states: And suddenly
Mashiach will come...And therefore, it must be at least a doubt each day,
maybe he will come today... And we would prepare with teshuvah if we truly
believed. It would be at the very least a doubt in each of our hearts...”

The focus on the eminence of the Geulah has become normative
conversation among men, women, and children. Even more so, in recent
times it has been mentioned by many rabbanim, darshanim, and gedolei
Yisrael.?

On Erev Yom Kippur 5782, I had the privilege of calling Harav Shmuel
Kamenetsky shlita. It was just a few hours before Yom Tov (Rav Shmuel
already davened Minchah), and I asked the following, “I'm speaking before

7. Chofetz Chaim Al HaTorah Parshas Vayera in the Ma’aseh L’Melech; Igros U'ma’amarim 20.
See Chapter 4 for the source where the Chofetz Chaim derived this concept.

8. As is well known, we are living at the end of the galus, the time-period called Ikvesa
d’Meshicha, the generation at the footsteps of Mashiach. This has already been stated
by the gedolim of the previous generations such as the Chofetz Chaim (Zachor L’Miriam
4:23; Igros U'ma’amarim 56, 70; Chomas Hada’as 14; Beis Yisrael 2; Shem Olam 12), Rav
Elchonon Wasserman (Kovetz Ma’amarim V’igros 1:289), Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzenski
(Kovetz Ma’amarim 1:336), the Steipler Gaon (Orchos Rabbeinu 1:287), the Brisker Rav
(Nesivos Rabboseinu Mi’Brisk Al HaTorah 1:258), Rav Shach (Michtavim U’ma’amarim 2),
Rav Dessler (Michtav M’Eliyahu 3:110, 1:210, 5:308, 4:129), Rav Chatzkel Levenstein (Ohr
Yechezkel Emunah 297-300), Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe 5:8), and Rav Elya Lopian
(Lev Eliyahu Va’era, Va’eschanan). See Sefer U’va L'Tzion Goel 19-21 for enumeration and
elaboration of these and more sources.

9. The following list is in no way meant to exclude or discredit any remarks from other
gedolim. Rather, it’s to give an array of different inspiring things I heard which I felt the
masses would gain from. In truth, the encompassing list of statements and stories that
express the breath of gedolim and chachamim who are speaking about this idea far exceeds
the limit of these pages.
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G¢ Chapter One >
Tzipisa L’yeshuah

N137w 01 55315 nonN 7150 ax annnnw w Hy AN 1YWHRA NR'33 Anbw "3RI 1NN 1IN

I Believe with full faith in the coming of Mashiach, and even though it
delays, with all this I yearn for him every day that he should come.

The Rambam teaches us that one of the principles of faith is to believe in
the coming of Mashiach. Included in this belief is the obligation to await his
arrival. The Brisker Rav defines this obligation to be every day and all day.!
Desiring the coming of Mashiach is so important that it’s actually one of the
first questions asked to a person when he stands in judgement after leaving
this world, as the Gemara? states: Tzipisah I’veshuah—“Did you yearn for the
yeshuah?” We see from the Rambam that Hashem doesn’t just want us to
believe in the coming of Mashiach, but He wants us to desire the coming of
Mashiach-and that is the mitzvah of tzipisa I’yeshuah. The purpose of this
sefer is to deepen our understanding, and help strengthen our appreciation
of this mitzvah.

What We Yearn For

To help us develop this appreciation, it is important for us to truly
understand what we are yearning for. The Mabit® writes that yearning for
the Geulah is for the restoration of Hashem’s glory in the eyes of entire
world, and His being recognized as the supreme G-d.* This includes the
realization by all of mankind that He is the Creator, that He runs the world

Uvdos V’hanhagos L’Beis Brisk vol. 1 pg. 328. See Mishmar Helevi Chagigah pg. 156.
Shabbos 31a.
Beis Elokim, Sha’ar Hayesodos ch. 50.

A A

The Midrash Tanchuma (Bamidbar 17) says something truly amazing: Although in this
world it is impossible to see Hashem and survive, when Hashem returns the Shechinah to
the Beis Hamikdash, He will reveal Himself clearly to all of Klal Yisrael and they will point
and proclaim, “This is Hashem our G-d.” Rabbeinu Bachya (Kad Hakemach ch. Geulah 2)
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with hashgachah pratis, and that everything that transpires is according to
His will. The Mesilas Yesharim® explains that only through the Geulah can
Hashem’s greatness be fully recognized.

The Ramban® writes that we await the Geulah for the ability to experience
greater closeness to Hashem without the yetzer hara, and to be in Eretz
Yisrael with the Shechinah’s presence in the Beis Hamikdash. Similarly, the
Rambam? explains that the great yearning for Mashiach is that we can be
free to study Torah and serve Hashem in peace. Rav Avigdor Miller zt”[®
explains the Rambam, that serving Hashem in such a state will bring about
the ultimate glorification of Hashem’s name.

Rav Aharon Kotler zt”I° says that living without the Beis Hamikdash is a
completely different existence. It is comparable to a person who has been
transformed into an animal; he would surely long to once again be human.
If we would only recognize how far removed we are from the spiritual levels
attained in those times, we would surely yearn for the Geulah, about which
the navi®® says, “The knowledge of Hashem will fill the world as the water
covers the seas.” The destruction of the Beis Hamikdash was akin to Klal
Yisrael’s neshamah departing from its body. The decreasing spiritual levels
throughout galus have left us to be no more than scarce remains, awaiting
techiyas hameisim through the Geulah.!

The Maharsha® writes that after the arrival of Mashiach, a complete
d’veikus—connection, between Hashem and Klal Yisrael will be achieved
through the Beis Hamikdash. Through the miracles Hashem will constantly

elaborates on this, saying that the revelation will be with greater clarity than by Mattan
Torah.

5. Ch.19.

6. Sefer Hageulah ch. 2.

7. Hilchos Melachim 12:4; Hilchos Teshuvah 9:2.
8. Lev Avigdor pg. 4-5.

9. Mishnas Rebbi Aharon vol. 3 pg. 48.

10. Yeshayahu 3:1.

11. Safra D’tzniyusa, Likut.

12. Zevachim 118b.
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perform, and through the Shechinah’s presence in the Beis Hamikdash, we
will transcend into a new existence, reaching ruach hakodesh and prophecy.t

The pasuk in Shir Hashirim says, “What shall you tell my Beloved [Hashem)]
when you find Him? Tell Him I am lovesick.”* The Gra explains the pasuk to
mean that Klal Yisrael’s message to Hashem is that despite all their troubles
throughout the bitter galus, what pains them most is their distance from
Him.

The entire Shir Hashirim is really a shirah of the galus, in which Klal
Yisrael describes their longing for closeness with Hashem. As long as we are
in galus, our connection with Hashem is very limited. The pasuk in Eichah'®
goes as far as to say, “There is no Torah [amongst them],” because the Torah
can only be complete with Yerushalayim, as the pasuk?’® says, “From Tzion
Torah will go forth, and the word of Hashem from Yerushalayim.”

2G*

13. Malbim Yechezkel 36:26-28; Yeshayahu 40:5; Yoel 3:1.
14. 5:8.

15. 2:9.

16. Yeshayahu 2:3.



