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Sightly or Sighted

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis
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Many people have both a front and a side entrance to their
home. Some use the front entrance most of the time and the side
entrance when more convenient. Others use the side entrance
almost exclusively and barely enter their home through the front.

The halachah is that one should leave an unfinished area in their
home, one amah wide by one amah high, as a zecher lechurban. 1
once asked Rav Belsky whether, in such a case, the amah-by-amah
should be placed across the front entrance, which they won’t see
as often, or if it could be placed across the side entrance, since
that is the one they encounter more frequently. He agreed that it
is also acceptable to leave it across the side entrance.

There are two Gemoros in Bava Basra about very different topics,
yet both use precisely the same language.

The first (53b) concerns how to make a kinyan
in the property of a ger. If someone encounters
a beautiful edifice previously owned by a ger who
left no heirs, and he wants to take possession of
it, he can simply plaster it slightly or design it
somewhat, and that suffices as an act of kinyan
to establish ownership. The Gemara asks how
much plastering or designing is sufficient. Rav
Yosef says: “an amah.” Rav Chisda adds that
the amah needs to be “across the entrance.” The
wording of the Gemara is:
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The second Gemara (60b) discusses leaving
a part of the house unfinished as a zecher lechurban. The Gemara
states that even after the Churban, one is permitted to plaster his
home, but he must leave a small portion unfinished. Again, the
Gemara asks how much must be left over, and Rav Yosef answers:
“an amah.” Rav Chisda again adds: “across the entrance.” The
precise wording is:
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(In the Vilna Shas, there is a slight variation between the two
Gemoros. In the first, Rav Yosef is recorded as saying that the
measurement is “one amah,” while in the second, he is recorded
as saying “an amah by an amah.” However, evidence reveals that
this is a printer’s error that crept in because the word “mx” from
“RTON 271 1MR” was abbreviated and mistakenly expanded to read
“nnR.” See also Shut Gur Aryeh §33, who concludes that there is
no halachic difference between the two cases and that in both, an
amah by an amah is required.)

It is highly unlikely that the exact same dialogue took place
verbatim on two separate occasions. It is more plausible that Rav
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Yosef and Rav Chisda were discussing one of the two sugyos, and
the Stama d’Gemara applied their discussion to the other. It is
therefore reasonable to assume, as Shut Gur Aryeh does, that the
halachos may be compared.

The Rashbam, in the sugya of kinyan from a ger (53b), explains
that Rav Chisda requires the amah of design to be across the
entrance because beautification is more noticeable there.
Elsewhere in the house, more than an amah of design would be
needed for it to be deemed significant. The implication is that the
requirement of “across the entrance” ensures that even a small
amount of beautification is considered meaningful.

If we assume that the same, albeit reverse, logic applies to
creating a zecher lechurban, then placing the unfinished section
“across the entrance” is intended to significantly detract from the
home’s beauty.

This approach is supported by the Aggados
Maharsha (60b), who explicitly draws a parallel
to the sugya of nichsei hager and states that the
purpose of the amah is to diminish the home’s
beauty. As noted, this comparison is also made
by the Gur Aryeh.

Accordingly, in the case of whether to place
the zecher lechurban by the front door or the side
door, it would be correct to place it across the
front entrance, the focal point of the house’s
design.

Rav Belsky’s pesak to allow placing it at the
side entrance finds support in the wording of
the Poskim, who offer a different rationale for
the requirement to place it across the entrance. The Mishnah
Berurah (560:3) explains that it should be across the entrance so
that it is immediately seen upon entry.

Rav Moshe Baruch Kaufman pointed out to me that Rav
Yaakov Emden writes in Mor Uketziah (siman 560) that he faced a
technical difficulty in placing the zecher lechurban directly across
the entrance. He therefore placed it on the wall beside the door,
where it could be seen upon entering. He also notes this in his
She’ilas Yaavetz (169).

In the commentary commonly attributed to Rabbeinu Gershom
on Bava Basra, the author clearly states that the reason for placing
it “across the entrance” is so that it is immediately visible. Rav
Belsky appears to have based his pesak on this understanding of
the Gemara.

It should be noted, however, that even Rav Belsky initially ruled
that it should be across the front entrance, and only when I asked
whether the side entrance would also be acceptable did he agree
that it is indeed also acceptable.
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