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For the Land to which you come to possess it is not like the
land of Egypt that you left, where you would plant your seed
and water it on foot like a vegetable garden. But the Land to
which you cross over to possess it is a Land of mountains and
valleys; from the rain of heaven it drinks water; a Land that
Hashem, your God, seeks out; the eyes of Hashem, your God,
are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to year's end.

Rashi explains that the pasuk is not saying that Eretz
Yisrael is inferior to Mitzrayim, but on the contrary, the
Torah is extolling Eretz Yisrael’s virtues and its superiority
over its neighbor Mitzrayim.

But the Ramban points out that the simple reading of the
pasuk implies that the canal-based agriculture of Mitzrayim
is superior to Eretz Yisroel, which relies on precipitation.
Even though Hashem can dry out the Nile as easily as He
can withhold rain, from a derech hateva perspective, rain is
more easily withheld than rivers and canals are dried. This
is meant as a warning to Bnei Yisrael of Hashem’s control
over their economic destiny.

Perhaps the pasuk is in fact extolling the virtues of Eretz
Yisrael, not from an agricultural perspective, but from an

79 IN Shuttered Windows

Klal Yisroel has just suffered the
loss of the legendary Gaon, Rav Shmuel Deutch. His rebbeim,
Rav Eliezer Menachem Schach and Rav Yosef Dov Halevi
Soloveitchik, considered him
the greatest of their talmidim.
At the levaya, his eldest son,
Rav Chaim Tzvi, shared a vort
that Rav Uren Reich had said
at the levaya of his mother-
in-law, Rebbetzin  Rishel
Kotler. This vort is apropos
of the recent niftar and of our
subject as well.

Yirmiyahu Hanavi (9:20;
recently read in the Haftarah
for Tishah B’Av) laments, “For
death has ascended to our
windows.” Rav Uren asked on
this, what is the meaning of
death entering our windows?

1) Rav Yitzchok Feigelstock 2) Rav Chaim Grozovsky 3) Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky Shlita
4) Rav Shneur Kotler

entirely different viewpoint.

In parshas Lech Lecha (13:10), in strikingly similar
wording to this parshah, Mitzrayim’s superior agriculture
is mentioned. Lot raised his eyes and noticed “the entire
plain of the Yarden, that it was well watered everywhere
(before Hashem destroyed Sodom and Amorrah), like
the garden of Hashem, like the land of Mitzrayim.” We
are offered a glimpse into what Sodom looked like before
its destruction. It was like Mitzrayim which depended
on rivers and canals to irrigate its gardens. Indeed,
archaeological findings indicate that the ancients used
aqueducts to irrigate the land in the Jordan Valley near
Sodom, exactly as was done in Mitzrayim.

The Navi (Yechezkel 16:49) says that the primary sin of
Sodom was that “they had an overabundance of satisfaction
and tranquility,” which led them to ignore the plight of
the poor and the needy. Having control of one’s destiny
leads one to be self-centered. The people of Sodom didn’t
need others because they were entirely self-sufficient.
This led them to ignore the plight of others. Furthermore,
they didn’t feel that they needed to find grace in the eyes
of Hashem because they each cared for themselves. In
response, Hashem showed them that He could destroy
them in a supernatural way.

In line with this, the pasuk in this parshah is saying
that Eretz Yisrael, unlike Mitzrayim or Sodom, relies on
precipitation, making it superior for avodas Hashem and
middos tovos.

Our gedolim are our windows to the past. Through them,
we are privy to the mesoros of the previous generation from
whom they were mekabel. Rebbetzin Rishel was raised
among the giants of Europe, married the son of Moreinu
Rav Aharon, and spent
her life enriching herself
from Moreinu Rav Shneur;
she was a window to the
greatness of yesteryear.
With her
window has been shuttered.

Rav Chaim Tzvi invoked
the same regarding his
great father. In addition
to being foremost among
the geniuses of Torah, Rav
Shmuel was our window
through which we still
caught a glimpse of his
great rebbeim, from whom
he was mekabel.

passing, our

Readers of Me'or Hazayis can submit stories about the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shneur zt"], for publication in upcoming editions.



