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Interdependency
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The Ibn Ezra explains that the term n*9v1, which means
going up, is used in connection with going to the Beis
Hamikdash, a place of spiritual elevation. But Rashi, citing
Chazal, takes it to mean that the Beis Hamikdash was
at the highest physical elevation. Maharal explains that
because it was so elevated spiritually, it had to have a high
physical elevation.

Rav Elya Ber Wachtfogel (Imrei Ohr p. 293) remarks
that with this pasuk, the Torah strategically connects this
lesson about the spiritual elevation of the Beis Hamikdash
to the function of the Sanhedrin, which is disseminating
Torah.

The Beis Hamikdash served three main purposes: It
was the place to bring korbanos; it was the dwelling place
for the Shechinah; and it was the place from which Torah
knowledge emanated. The Rosh Yeshiva explains that

Do Something!

The parsha begins by dealing with the importance of
appointing judges over the Jewish people. The midrash
(Devarim Rabbah 5:5) comments on this: “Rabbi Eliezer
said if judgment is done below, then judgment is not
done above. If judgment is not done below, judgment is
done above.” He teaches that if man judges and tries to do
justice, Hashem may refrain from giving a Divine decree to
punish. This is based on the idea that Hashem gives over
the world to man. Only when man fails to fulfill his role,
Hashem fills the void and perform justice in the world.

Moreinu Rav Nosson Wachtfogel infers from the midrash
that it is not necessarily required that judgment be meted

P79 MmaNs No Tefillah Is in Vain

When
became very sick, there
were tefillos held for him all
around the world, in every
yeshiva and every kollel.
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Days before Rav Shneur’s
petirah, Rabbi
went to the Steipler asking
him to daven for the Rosh
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Steipler signaled that Rav
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A
Shneur’s time had come and
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Moreinu Rav Malkiel Kotler, Rav Elya Ber Wachtfogel shlita

these three are intertwined. Korbanos invite the presence
of the Shechinah, which in turn enables the proliferation
of Torah. Essentially, the avodah is the root cause for the
flourishing of Torah.

Two shevatim who stood out for their Torah knowledge:
Levi and Yissachar. About Yissachar, the Torah states that
they toiled in Torah, 91205 115w V"1, but regarding Levi there
is no mention of any special effort they made to merit
greatness in Torah. Apparently, it was their dedication to
avodah that enabled their high level of Torah learning.

Rav Elya Ber says that this interdependency of Torah
and avodah is found even today. Someone whose davening
is special will have the siyata d'Shmaya to be outstanding
in Torah. Recalling his time as a talmid in Lakewood, the
Rosh Yeshiva attests that of all his peers, only those who
attending the tefillos in yeshiva stayed in learning even
after leaving the yeshiva. Without the avodah of tefillah,
one cannot be successful in Torah.

out to the full extent Hashem would have decreed, but as
long as there is some form of justice where wickedness is
not just accepted, this can be enough to turn away Hashem
from exercising His judgment upon man.

When applied to the individual, he derives that one may
be able to perform judgment regarding oneself by at least
learning some books of musar, which remind a person
of the proper way to live, so that one can recognize one’s
own flaws, even though the immediate changes he makes
might be very minute. Still, by doing this, he is pursuing
justice, and may save himself, something we hope for as we
approach the Day of Judgment, Rosh Hashanah.

(Noam HaMusar, Parshas Pinchas - reproduced in Min
Harar by Rav Moshe Ahron Crystal)

the decree would not be overturned.

The Steipler explained that none of the many tefillos
dedicated for the Rosh Yeshiva were in vain. No tefillah
is in vain. It sometimes
happens that a great talmid
chacham arises out of a house
of a simpleton; this can
be because a grandmother
tearfully cried her heart out
that she should merit a son
a talmid chacham. It didn’t
work for her son, but it
worked for her grandson. No
tefillah is in vain.

Readers of Me'or Hazayis can submit stories about the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shneur zt"], for publication in upcoming editions.




