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Ezra Hasofer instituted the reading of Parshas Ki Savo
before Rosh Hashanah to symbolize that the year and its
curses should come to an end, and the newyear should begin
with its blessings. However, why didn’t Ezra schedule Ki
Savo for the week immediately preceding Rosh Hashanah?
Tosafos explain that it is necessary to have a break between
the curses and the new year. On the surface, any buffer
between the tochecha and Rosh Hashanah would do the
trick. But perhaps Netzavim is just the right message for
the break between Ki Savo and Rosh Hashanah.

The kelalos invoked great feelings in the Bnei Yisrael.
Rashi says that Ki Savo caused a sense of hopelessness.
Who can withstand this? Nitzavim follows with a message
of encouragement: Yes, you can withstand this!

During the days of selichos the constant refrain is
“p11 o971 unTay Ak or “pPnYT 1pLT W ooTd.
Despondency, hopelessness, and helplessness. But
immediately before Rosh Hashanah we take courage and
find bitachon that we can withstand it. As the Tur (OC 581)
says, we eat and drink and are happy on Rosh Hashanah

Towards the end of the
Rosh Yeshiva’s life, there
was a Yom Tov when only a
very small crowd remained in Lakewood. Two days
before Yom Tov, the Rosh Yeshiva called in Rabbi
Mordechai Mandelbaum and handed him a stack
of checks, asking him to distribute them to the
yungeleit who were staying in yeshiva for Yom Tov.
At that time, the standard kollel check was about
$40 a week, and some months there wasn’t even
a check at all. But these checks... these were $800
each.

Rabbi Mandelbaum
looked at the Rosh
Yeshiva and said,

“That's a lot of
money.”

The Rosh Yeshiva
responded with
a smile, “Why
shouldn't a Kollel
wife buy herself a
new dress for Yom
Tov?”
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because we know that Hashem will miraculously save us.
Right before Rosh Hashanah we buffer the kelalos, the
horiku pneihem, with Atem Nitzavim.

This exact internal dialogue is expressed by Ezra himself.
When the Torah was read to the Bnei Yisrael who returned
from galus, they all cried upon hearing the krias haTorah,
and Ezra together with Nechemiah comforted them,
saying “Do not mourn and do not cry... go out and eat
rich foods and drink sweet beverages, and send portions
to those who have nothing prepared and do not be upset.
Hashem’s delight is your source of strength.” After the
sense of hopelessness from the krias haTorah, they were
encouraged to stand up and find courage.

A key message was “veul taatzvu,” do not be upset. Rav
Yisrael Salanter famously chided someone during the
Yamim Noraim that he cannot walk around with a stern
look on his face, causing others feelings of discomfort.
“They are not responsible for your fear of judgement,” Rav
Yisrael declared. “veal taatzvu.”

If this is what Rav Yisrael said to someone who was
internalizing the austerity of this awesome time, how much
more should we be careful not to walk around sour for less
than noble reasons. People who are just plain moody or
begrudge others and wear it on their faces should take
to heart the message of the Navi — x°n ’n NN »3 12%YN YN
nonyn!
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Readers of Me'or Hazayis can submit stories about the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shneur zt"], for publication in upcoming editions.



