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sacrificing them first, so too may one eat

any animal even without offering it as a korban. Rashi presumes
that a tzvi and ayal are disqualified because they are chayos.

But perhaps the pasuk only serves to exclude the tzvi and ayal,

the deer and the gazelle. The fallow deer - the yachmur - possibly is
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not disqualified by this pasuk, as it can be somewhat domesticated
and is similar to a beheimah. Reish Lakish never mentioned that
the tzvi and ayal specifically may be offered, but he rather used
the general term chayah; therefore, it is possible that a yachmur -
whose remains were found on Har Eival - is different.



Consecrating the Wild
Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis
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Ibn Ezra writes that Nimrod built mizbeichos and
offered wild beasts on them as sacrifices to Hashem. He adds
that the derash teaches otherwise, but that this is the peshat.
Ramban strongly criticizes Ibn Ezra for depicting Nimrod, who
according to Chazal's tradition was a rasha, as a righteous person.

There is another issue to consider. According to halachah, wild
beasts — n1’n — cannot be offered as korbanos. Ibn Ezra himself
infers this from a pasuk in Devarim (15:22): “1199%> 111001 RNV
2’821 °2%3.” He explains that the tzvi and the ayal are animals
which cannot be offered on the mizbei'ach.

After the mabul, Noach brought korbanos from every kosher
species. From this the Bavli (Zevachim 115b) derives that prior
to the construction of the Mishkan, even chayos were brought as
korbanos. And if it was good enough for Noach, it certainly was
good enough for Nimrod.

Pirkei d’Rabi Eliezer (Ch. 23) disagrees with the
Bavli and maintains that even Noach was limited
to sacrificing only those animals which Bnei
Yisrael were later commanded to bring (Radal
ibid.). Still, Ibn Ezra can hardly be blamed for
following the Bavli.

On Har Eival, the site where o

Yehoshua built a mizbei'ach upon
entering Eretz Yisrael (Yehoshua 8:30), one can see an excavated
mizbei'ach with a ramp, supposedly Yehoshua’s mizbei'ach. Adam
Zertal, who discovered this altar, was so awed by his discovery
that he abandoned his skeptical outlook toward Tanach.

In his sefer Yx7w> yIx Y n27w, Rav Yehudah Landy z”], a
talmid chacham who employed his knowledge of geography and
archaeology to shed light on Tanach, brings proof to it being an
authentic Israelite mizbei'ach from the fact that only remains of
kosher animals were identified at the site. On the other hand, he
concedes that 10% of the animal remains found there belonged
to fallow deer — mnn’ — which is classified as a chayah in the
Torah, thus not a candidate for a korban.

To solve this challenge, Rav Landy offers two
possibilities:

1. Although the Gemara states that until the construction of
the Mishkan chayos were allowed, implying that afterward they
were not, perhaps during the seven years of conquest and the
seven years of divvying up the land they were again permitted.

2. Reish Lakish (Zevachim 34a) holds that although Bnei
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Yisrael are not obligated to offer chayos on the mizbei'ach, they
may still be brought on a voluntary basis.

Rav Landy rejects the second possibility on the basis that
the Gemara rejects Reish Lakish’s view — w’pY w11 xnavn. It
is still worth noting that in Kerisus 6a a chayah is listed among
the animals that are eligible for korbanos (see Rashi ad loc. and
Lekach Tov from Rav Yosef Engel, 11 71pn x 12077).

Even according to Reish Lakish, though, it is far from certain
that a chayah may be consecrated as a korban.

Rashi’s (Zevachim ibid.) language implies that bringing a
chayah on the mizbei'ach does constitute a korban. The Keren
Orah concurs with this view and Rav Shach in his Avi Ezri (Issurei
Mizbei'ach chapter 5) insists that this is the obvious and only
legitimate explanation to Reish Lakish’s view.

Other acharonim (Shitah Mekubetzes #4, Bais Halevi 2:45,
Or Sameyach) disagree. According to their view, although one
does not transgress any issur by offering a chayah, it cannot be
consecrated as a korban.

Rav Avraham Yehoshua Soloveitchik
taught in the name of the Brisker Rav that it
cannot be assumed that one can consecrate a
chayah to be brought as a korban. The Torah
specifies which animals should be brought for
each type of korban, and a chayah is not one
of them, so how can it be a korban? The Rav
therefore concluded that even according to
Reish Lakish, while one does not transgress
an issur by offering it on the mizbei'ach, it is

not a korban.

The Steipler (Kehilas Yaakov Zevachim siman 26) suggests that
the underpinning of Reish Lakish’s view is that since prior to the
construction of the Mishkan all kosher beasts were fair game for
korbanos, when the Torah subsequently designated korbanos only
from bakar and tzon, it didn’t negate the original permissibility
to offer chayos, as was in place until the Mishkan. Accordingly,
it emerges that the possibility of bringing chayos according to
Reish Lakish is rooted in the same possibility of bringing them
in the pre-Mishkan era.

Rav Yosef Engel (Lekach Tov ibid.) questions how
Reish Lakish can suggest that a chayah may be brought as a
korban when this seems to contradict a pasuk (Devarim 15:22).
The pasuk states that one may eat meat of a kosher beheimah
without offering it as a sacrifice, just as one may eat a tzvi and
ayal. Rashi explains (see Ibn Ezra cited above) that the pasuk
implies that just as a tzvi and ayal cannot be brought as korbanos,
and therefore can be eaten without
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Noach and the Yamim Noraim
Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

We lein Parshas Noach almost immediately after

the Yamim Noraim and Succos, the first Shabbos of
the month of Marcheshvan. Some attribute the name of the
month Marcheshvan to the fact that the mabul occurred in that
month (see Aleh Minhag Noach 5785). A deeper interpretation
of the name is that it is derived from the Aramaic word
mirachshevan, a whispering of the tefillah (based on the Gemara
in Megillah 27b). After one finishes davening, his lips still
whisper the tefillah for a few moments. After the Yamim Tovim,
we still whisper the tefillos; the words are still on our lips.

Although Noach is referred to as a tzaddik tamim -

righteous and complete — he was unable to save his

generation. He is, however, credited with saving
mankind as a whole.

Klal Yisrael's history starts with Avraham Avinu. Avraham is
credited as the first to truly recognize Hashem. Generally, we
begin our tefillos by invoking the zechus of Avraham, bypassing
his predecessors, including Noach. Yet throughout the Yamim
Noraim we mention Noach in our tefillos. In the brachah of
zichronos in mussaf of Rosh Hashanah, we recall the story of
Noach. We declare, ny1w’ 9272 10TPOM NI2T 730K N1 NX O3
PRYNRXT DN N1TDYI 1WIT N1270Y 1°PYR 7N PIDY K2 111707 10 Yy ...0onnm
0°n 21no.

In the Yom Kippur avodah we again mention Noach and his
merit. The more poetic Nusach Ashkenaz version reads, 1911 11v0
m°X 219 IR9NM1 N1DN 171DV 1TV N0 Ywil. The simpler Nusach
Sefard version is, N INW 0Y1YY AW 1N19721,17172 D°ANY 0772 0797,
Finally, on Hoshana Rabbah we daven, v9n1n rn1m11a oonn jwnb
PMpIX 2173; we ask Hashem to save us in the merit of Noach.

The Midrash Rabbah (14) records Noach’s tefillah in the

teivah, based on the pasuk nx mTInY *WD1 1ADNAN NAR*XIN
%Y 913N 3 o*p>7x 117N 221 v (Tehillim 142:8). Noach begged
Hashem to release him from confinement so the righteous may
recall Hashem’s kindness with him. Nezer Hakodesh (a
commentary on the midrash, authored by Rav Yechiel Michel of
Halberstadt [1680-1730]) explains that Noach hinted to the
crowning of Hashem through the tzaddikim on Rosh Hashanah;
that is why we mention him on the day we coronate Hashem.
Perhaps we can add that Noach appears again on Yom Kippur
and Hoshana Rabbah because on those days the King finalizes
the judgment.

Noach was to be the founder and builder of the new
world, yet Noach found himself jailed in the teivah,
unable to exit. His initial merit was enough to save him from the
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destruction, but he was still in limbo, unable to build a new
world.

The Zohar points out that Noach’s flaw was his inability
to daven. A new world can only be created through tefillah.
Ultimately Noach davened that Hashem release him into the
new world so he might infuse it with kedushah. Hashem accepted
Noach’s tefillah and commanded him to leave the teivah. Indeed,
Noach immediately offered korbanos and found favor in Hashem’s
eyes; these korbanos resulted in a bris between Hashem and
Noach. Unfortunately, Noach was unable to maintain his lofty
madreigah and reverted to an ish adamah. The world deteriorated
yet again until it reached the level of the Dor Haflagah. Only with
Avraham could perfection be reestablished.

During the Yamim Noraim, creation is renewed.

Hashem reviews the actions of mankind and
decides each person’s fate. We ask Hashem not only to grant us life,
but to allow us a new beginning to rebuild our lives and bring
kedushah to the world. We therefore recall Noach; just as he davened
for a new beginning in a new world, so too may we merit this.

The mabul began in the month of Marcheshvan (based on
the opinion of Rabi Eliezer). On the first of Tishrei — on Rosh
Hashanah - the earth dried up and new land was formed. On
Rosh Hashanah it was decided that a new world would be created.
But Noach only set foot on it on the 27th of Marcheshvan.
During his time in the teivah, Noach prepared himself for his
new purpose in the world. Only after a complete year, 365 days,
was he able to restart.

The Arizal and the Gra explain that

the month of Tishrei corresponds
to Efrayim and the month of Cheshvan to Menashe. The two
brothers were partners in receiving Yaakov’s brachah and both are
mentioned in the brachah used throughout the ages: mpYx 7w’
NWIN31071OKI. During Tishrei we are likened to Efrayim, immersed
in kedushah and connected to Hashem. We say »3..0719X *Y p> 120
TV 11121 12w 1271271717, Efrayim was the grandfather of Yehoshua,
who was totally immersed in the tent of Torah. But in Cheshvan
we focus on his brother Menashe, the one who goes out to the
mundane world. In Cheshvan the farmer busies himself in this
world, planting the seeds for the new crop. At the same time he
fervently davens to Hashem to bring brachah and growth through
the rains, and he hopes to eventually reap the benefits.

As we return to our routines and daily schedules, we set our
goals for the coming months: to grow in avodas Hashem. We
recall our Yom Tov season commitments and work on bringing
them to fruition. During the month of Cheshvan, we plant those
seeds for our growth by remembering and implementing the
avodah of Tishrei.




