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In the Ki Savo edition of Alim, Dr.
Boruch Chaim Dickman proposed a novel
explanation of the Rambam’s rationale for
the principle of wx1171x X5. His argument
was based on 400 years of data indicating
that the true Tishrei conjunction occurs
more frequently on those days. In the
Vayelech edition of Alim, a response was
published criticizing the methodology
employed in these calculations. This critique
parallels that of two letters appearing in
Hakirah Vol. 20, written in response to
Dr. Dickman’s original article in Hakirah
Vol. 19. In their reply to those letters, the
authors conceded that the data may not
be statistically valid. They nonetheless
contended: “[Had Rambam’s] data in any
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way resembled our data (we have no proof
that it did but have no reason to assume
it didn’t), it would offer a logically sound
underpinning for his assertion.”

A serious flaw exists in the reasoning
of the authors and respondents: no one
checked more data. A more extensive
analysis, spanning approximately 4,000
years, demonstrates a shifting pattern
caused by the 19-year leap year cycle.
Within any given period, the Tishrei
conjunction tends to occur more often
on some days of the week than others.
However, the dominant days shift over
time. Consequently, the Rambam could
not have relied on the proposed rationale,
since in his era the distribution of Tishrei
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conjunctions was not clustered around

baéfabg

17IR! During the early centuries of the
fixed calendar (359-758), the Tishrei
conjunction occurred most often on
Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday (63-68
times, compared to 45-59 times on the
remaining days). By the Rambam’s era
it had shifted to occur most often on
Sunday and Tuesday (65-67 times, 60-61
on Thursday and Friday, and 44-52 on the
remaining days) and would only reach 1”18
several hundred years later. For further
questions or comments please email

rambamkhe@gmail.com.
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The Fifth Order

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz,
Machon Aleh Zayis

(2) D Tp Moy

Thank you for your wonderful gilyon. I have been enjoying it these past
years. It is profound, toichendik, and on a high level. That said, Iwas disturbed
by some lines in Rabbi Szimonowitz’s article in Alim Netzavim. How can it
be said that Seder Kodshim was ‘neglected’ by the Geonim?! There is a big
difference between writing that the study of Kodshim was omitted from the
curriculum in the yeshivos of the time, and accusing the Geonim themselves
of negligence! Yes, it is correct to say that the Chafetz Chaim bemoaned its
neglect. But the Chafetz Chaim did not blame the Geonim. The words of the
Lutzker Rav, to whom this is attributed, refer to the era. And I quote: 110
D°1IRAN ND1PNA TRN NITIN WP,

I'd like to mention another point, perhaps more subtle. A sentence later
in the article reads, "Ironically, the Ashkenazim embraced the entirety of
Kodshim, while the Sefardim did not." Again, by “Sefardim,” the author means
the rishonim. How can it be said that the rishonim didn’t embrace the entirety
of Kodshim?!

A gut gebentched yahr, fﬁ‘a//r( Losser

In my previous article I wrote: “The Lutzker Rav, Rav Zalman
Sorotzkin, in his haskamah to Zivchei Tzedek, blames all the
difficult readings in Kodshim on the fact that it was very neglected
by the Geonim.” I believed that it was a perfect translation of the
original Hebrew words penned by the Lutzker Rav: Tn*bw »19m1
MRDA 7D17°N1 D'WI1°W XY K10 D°11IRAN NDIPNA TRA NN 0°WTP 170.
The word “ninn” is accurately translated as
“neglected.” Yet, the above letter writer makes
a legitimate point, claiming that Rav Zalman
Sorotzkin didn’t refer to the Geonim, only
to their era. It may be true that Rav Zalman
wisely chose his words so as not to appear to
be criticizing the Geonim. But it seems more
likely that Rav Zalman did refer to the Geonim,
the leaders of their era and their academies. It
never occurred to me that criticism was being
leveled against the Geonim or their era. Rav Zalman was stating
a fact, not a judgement. The fact is that Seder Kodshim wasn't
included in the yeshivos’ curriculum. Any serious person would
assume that the Geonim had a legitimate rationale for this.

Perhaps the Geonim, like the Amoraim, determined that the
average student in later generations could not attain mastery of
the entire Talmud (see Yam Shel Shlomo’s second introduction to
Chullin, in the name of Rav Moshe bar Chasdai, also known as
Rav Moshe Taku, who gives this explanation for the omission of
Zera'im and Taharos from the Bavli). In retrospect, in this context,
the word “nirin” should have been rendered “forsook,” which may
not carry the same judgmental connotation as “neglect,” which
is closely associated with “ny’wn.” An error unfortunately caused
by neglecting to focus on the subtleties of language.

It was subsequently brought to my attention by Rabbi Yehuda
Roth that the distinction Rabbi Lesser drew, between the Geonim
themselves and their era, is clearly spelled out by the Me'iri. In
his Seder HaKaballah (p.123 Machon Ofek edition), Me'iri writes
that the disciples of the Geonim’s yeshivos who mastered three
sedarim — Mo'ed, Nashim, and Nezikin — were called “Chacham,”
and those who mastered four sedarim - with the addition
of Kodshim — were called “Rav.” Only those who mastered all
six sedarim — including Zeraim and Taharos — were eligible to

| . 1
Rav Zalman Sorotzkin zt”] (speaking)

receive the position of 1xY, a word that has the numerical value
of 60, representing the 60 masechtos of Shas. However, only
those who got semichah from a Gaon with the agreement of the
entire yeshivah were actually called Gaon. This prerequisite to
receiving the title Gaon, mastering all six orders by heart, is also
mentioned by Radvaz (4:1179).

In his introduction to Beis Habechirah (Berachos p. 32 Machon
Hatalmud edition), Me’iri mentions that the three orders Zera'im,
Kodshim, and Taharos took a back seat to Mo'ed, Nashim, and
Nezikin in the times of the Geonim, due to the infrequent study
of the former.

onwrin %y Regarding the term “embrace,” I did not intend to
make the preposterous claim that rishonim rejected parts of
Talmud Bavli, a claim that any ninth-grade student of rishonim
can easily refute. Sefardi rishonim obviously had the same
reverence for Kodshim as for the rest of Shas. But it is undeniable
that they didn’t grace Seder Kodshim with commentary, unlike
the Ashkenazi rishonim who did.

The Chafetz Chaim, in his introduction to Likutei Halachos,
entertains the idea that more rishonim authored works on
Kodshim, but these works were not preserved for posterity
because the painstaking labor of copying by hand was prioritized
for works with practical relevance. He expresses hope that more
such works will be discovered with time. However, evidence that
large numbers of such works were authored is scarce.

Inlight of the above, it seems correct to say that the embrace of
the Ashkenazim on Seder Kodshim was tighter
than that of the Sefardim. But since meaning
is determined by how words are understood,
not by the way they were intended, an effort
should have been made to embrace a more
cautious mode of expression.

It is worth noting what the Rambam says
about the study of Seder Kodshim in his
time. He opens his introduction to Pirush
Hamishnah on Zevachim by stating that since
it isn’t practiced, knowledge about korbanos had been lost and
very few people studied it, to the point that “a great chacham
and a fool among the masses are equally knowledgeable in these
matters.” He also mentions that most students didn’t even know
what the pesukim explicitly say about korbanos.

The Rambam’s words were widely quoted and applied by
many achronim. Rav Shlomo Adeni (17th century Teiman/
Eretz Yisrael) quotes the above passage in his monumental
work Meleches Shlomo in the beginning of Zevachim. Rav Yaakov
Emden (18th century Ashkenaz) quotes the Rambam in his
commentary to Korbanos in the siddur and applies it to the
scholars of his time. Tiferes Yisrael (19th century Ashkenaz)
opens his Chomer B’Kodesh by citing this Rambam and makes
it obvious that it reflects the situation in his times. As can be
expected, the Chafetz Chaim (20th century) also reproduces the
Rambam’s statement in his introduction to Likutei Halachos.

manxn Yy 3) [ want to correct a source quoted in the original
article. What I attributed to the Tzelach on Berachos 2a is only
referenced there and actually appears in the Tzelach Berachos
35b. See also Mishmar Halevi, Berachos siman 17, “nrawn Piva
NI 1YY PRW nindonn,” for a more thorough analysis of the
original topic.



The Time and Place for

Decorations
Based on Rav Shaul Alter on Moadim, Elul-Tishrei

The Gemara (Sukkah 10a) declares sukkah decorations muktzeh
for the duration of Sukkos. The Pnei Yehoshua interprets this as
applying only to decorations added after the sukkah was built,
with kosher walls and sechach. Any pre-existing decorations do
not become muktzeh.

The opinion of the Pnei Yehoshua is not accepted as halachah.
However, the inherent lesson is certainly true. There are those
who assume excessive chumros (stringencies) before their
fundamentals are established. They adorn themselves with
decorations before putting up the walls and sechach. But such
decorations are empty.

The Mashgiach, Rav Gad’l Eisner,
once noticed that a certain yungerman
had stopped relying on the eruv (in
a city where our kehillah generally
relied upon it). Rav Gad’l understood
that this chumrah was above the
yungerman’s level. He explained to the
yungerman that sometimes a person
succumbs to a serious sin, he feels
he must rectify it. It’s often difficult,
though, to make the necessary
change. Instead, he offers Hashem a
‘present’; he assumes a chumrah or a
hiddur. But that’s not what Hashem
wants...

I don’t want to belittle any
inspiration which a person may feel. In our times, any holy
inspiration should be cherished. But we must know that earlier
chassidim did not act in this manner. They were very critical of
themselves. They constantly analyzed their deeds, even their
holy inspirations, to check where they were rooted.

The Chovos Halevavos (Sha'ar Yichud Hamaaseh chap. 5.) shares
a similar thought. na1Nn Y19°nw T nbapnn nooin Pr1 - Extras
are not welcome until the debt has been paid off. The main focus
must be on paying the principal—our essential obligations to
Hashem. Each individual knows himself and where he needs
improvement. Only once one works on one’s ‘home, on the
fundamentals, is there room for extras and decorations.

Avoiding Bitul Torah

Torah study is the most important of all mitzvos. In

Rav Shaul Alter shlita

our generation of batalah, it is especially important to
strengthen oneself in learning, and not worry too much
that one’s diligence might cause him to stand out. To this
we might say (Eiruvin 48a), “If we would be so discerning,
we would never learn.”

It is said that Rav Chaim Brisker would deliberately send
his son, the Brisker Rav, on various errands in the middle
of learning, to train him to maintain his train of thought
despite disturbances. And while this is really irrelevant
to people of our level, still, there is nothing wrong with
occasionally training oneself to think in learning despite
the distraction of attending a seudah. When I know that
I will be required to sit in attendance for a long period of
time, I prepare various topics to think about. (Personally, I
find it easier to contemplate a topic
at such times, instead of reviewing
material. To each his own).

The bottom line is that one
should always lend greater weight
to one’s learning, while making
efforts to minimize standing out,
even if the result includes the
deficiency of shelo lishmah.

As far as teaching others, most
who engage in this do so to make
a living or out of a personal need
to share their Torah with others,
without which they feel unfulfilled.
The tone of your question indicates
that these are not issues for you.
As such, “acquire truth and do not sell it,” and “when others
are spreading out, you should draw inwards.” The mitzvah
of v'shinantam you’ll fulfill with your children, im yirtzeh
Hashem, which is the primary obligation, or when someone
specifically asks you to learn with them. (How much time
one must give to that is a subject that’s discussed, as you
know.)

Sometimes a person does not realize that he is, in fact,
losing his sense of vitality or fulfillment, and he should
really be teaching Torah to others; it is a good idea to seek
advice from someone who can discern whether this is
relevant to you.

Wishing you success in Torah and yiras Shamayim,

Your friend,

Shad
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