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Following the battle Avram Avinu fought against the
four kings, Hashem appeared to him, saying, “Don’t be
afraid, Avram, for I will protect you; your reward is very
great.” Rashi, based on Pirkei Rabi Eliezer (Perek 7), explains
that Avram was afraid he would be punished “for killing all
these people.”

Avram merited tremendous, open siyata d Shamaya while
fighting to free Lot, who was taken hostage by the four
kings. Chazal learn from a pasuk (Yeshayahu 41:2-3) that
when Avram threw sand at the kings it turned into swords,
and when he threw straw, it became arrows (Maseches
Ta'anis 21a). Obviously, he was doing the right thing; why
was he afraid he would be punished for it?!

A person should constantly 1rwyna wows —Should look
through his actions, to check that he’s doing the correct
things, * X1 XRX1—and there are those who say, wnww
1wyna—He should feel each of his actions, to ensure that
they’re good (Gemara Eiruvin 13b).

Although these are divergent versions of the same
statement, the Mesillas Yesharim (Perek 3) asserts that
“both are valid and very helpful” The first — PwYN1 VoW’ -
advises one to contemplate his actions and categorize them
as good or bad. If he concludes that they’re good, he should
continue pursuing those actions, but if he realizes they’re
bad, he should stop. The second - Pwyna wnwn’ — directs
one to feel through his good actions and assess whether
any part of them is being done wrongly: He may find that
in the process of pursuing a certain mitzvah, he is hurting
someone else. The mitzvah may be causing him to neglect
other mitzvos or even to transgress an issur. Ascertaining

The Chida, Rav Chaim Yosef
Dovid Azulai, traveled to Europe
as an emissary to raise funds
for the yishuv in Chevron. He kept a diary of his travels,
throughout which he accomplished much more than raise
funds, and published it under the title “Ma’agal Tov.”

The city of Bordeaux, France, was in turmoil when he
arrived. The rav had declared the local shochet unqualified,
replacing him with his own relative. The people of the
community interpreted this as an act of nepotism and
were upset. In fact, they felt that the new shochet was
not an expert, whereas the original one was competent
and experienced. Many people continued eating meat
slaughtered by the deposed shochet, shechitah that was
not under the rav’s auspices, while the rav insisted that
his shochet was the one to rely on. The conflict was only
growing.

The people of the town entreated the Chida to get
involved, but he always avoided controversy. Instead, he
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that one’s deeds are worthy is not sufficient; the way he
does them also matters.

Avram had no doubt that going to save Lot was the right
thing. He did not need to engage in Pwyna wbwo. He was
occupied with Pwyna winwn, however. Doubt still lingered
in his mind whether he might have inadvertently done it in
the wrong manner. Perhaps he'd killed an innocent man?

Hashem assured Avram that he had done nothing wrong.
Pirkei Rabi Eliezer cites the pasuk “N12> XY 191712 naR — The
[crooked] path, his legs would not go on” (Yeshayahu 41:3) as
proof that Avram made no mistakes.

If an animal, while walking and grazing normally,
inadvertently tramples and breaks an object belonging to
someone else, the damage is classified as the “mazik” called
“regel.” Yeshayahu teaches that when Avram Avinu walked,
wherever he went, 19219 X1 pT¥—only righteousness
resulted. When he fought a war which was required of him
and 100% righteous, X12° XY 192372 NIR—no crookedness
took place along the way.

A chassid once met soldiers returning from war, a major
war from which they returned with lots of booty, and he
said to them, “You now come back from the minor war.
Now prepare yourselves for the great war.”

“What do you mean by ‘the great war’?” they asked him.
He responded, “r%»m1 1x°n nnnbn—The war with the yetzer
hara and his soldiers.”(Chovos Halevavos)

Frequently, one is filled with passion to fight for what
is right. In such a case, he may forget to contemplate the
outcomes of his deeds. His actions, although carried out
with good intentions, may cause much damage. He must
ensure not only that his overall goal is positive (wowo’
1PYWYn1), but that the methods he uses to accomplish his
goal are worthy (Pwyna wnwm). He must take care that px
192719 1NX7p°, that no corruption result from his actions.

writes, during his stay he did not eat meat during the week.
On erev Shabbos, he would shecht a chicken himself to eat
on Shabbos.

Eventually, both sides begged him - as an objective
observer — to get involved. They wanted the Chida to
restore the peace in the city. Finally, the Chida agreed.
However, he first instructed both the rav and the kehillah
to sign that they would adhere to his psak.

He tested both shochtim and concluded that the old one
was qualified and the new one was not. In fact, the new
shochet attempted for five consecutive days to produce a
kosher shechitah knife, unsuccessfully. The Chida paskened
against the rav, ruling that the old shochet must be
reinstated.

The Chida writes that although he disputed the rav’s
psak, when he left the city they were at peace with each
other. “I spoke twice in public, and I praised him and gave
him kavod. The rav understood that I wasn’t personally
attacking him.”
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