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continued from page 6 explains that bas ploni I'ploni isn’t a rule
across the board. Rather, it applies to unique situations. Hashem
occasionally rewards someone for his good deeds by orchestrating
that he meets a good wife. The contrary is also true: Hashem may
punish people who deserve it by sending them into a marriage
riddled with strife and discord. Most people, though, choose
their wife with their own bechirah.

In line with the Rambam’s letter, it seems that Yitzchak and
Rivkah deserved to be rewarded by marrying one another, and
for their shidduch there was a special directive from Hashem.
Their story is, after all, the source of the statement made by
Chazal that shidduchim are predestined. If so, how can Rambam
use Rivkah’s story as a source for his point in Moreh Nevuchim,
stating that Yitzchak and Rivkah’s shidduch was a result of
bechirah? V'tzarich iyun...

On a practical level, the Me'iri, who typically offers a more
restrained presentation of the Rambam’s positions, writes that
Chazal say that bas ploni I'ploni is predetermined for zivug rishon,
but nevertheless a person cannot rely on that and must engage
in hishtadlus (Bais Habechirah Kiddushin 58b). A similar approach
is taken by another rishon, Rabbeinu Yehudah Haliwah (Imrei
Shefer Chayei Sarah 24:3 cited in Otzros Chasam Sofer p. 383),
who explains that the right shidduch is provided by Hashem
to those who engage in proper hishtadlus and make the right
choices. The Steipler said that it has been made clear to him that
the “bas-kol” is just a declaration of what is appropriate, and for
what there will be siyata dishmaya, but ultimately it is left to
bechirah. For this reason, the Steipler encouraged preparing boys
and girls so that they perform well on dates (Peninei Kehillas
Yaakov pp. 35-36).

The Chasam Sofer (OC 55) asks why the Shehechiyanu blessing
is not recited upon marriage. He answers that upon acquiring a
new item, Shehechiyanu is said because the occasion is entirely
attributed to Hashem. In contrast, a new wife is an individual’s
choice; therefore, the blessing is not recited. Chasam Sofer adds,
“And we have no involvement with the esoterica of ‘forty days
prior to the formation of a child’ (Sotah 2a). The Arizal explained
itin an alternative and correct way which has no place here.” (See
“Where is the Arizal” on the meaning of this statement.)

In conclusion, although the simple reading of the Gemara
implies that zivug rishon is predetermined, the Me’iri and
Rabbeinu Yehudah Haliwah clearly state that one cannot rely on
this to desist from hishtadlus, and compelling sources (Rambam,
Arizal, and Chasam Sofer) indicate that finding a shidduch is
entirely an act of bechirah.

a-hiry’

As written in the article “His or Your Choice,” in discussing
whether shidduchim are man’s choice or predestined, the Chasam
Sofer (OC 55) makes the following ambiguous statement: “And
we have no involvement with the esoterica of ‘forty days prior to
the formation of a child’ (Sotah 2a). The Arizal explained it in an
alternative and correct way which has no place here.”

The Chasam Sofer only vaguely references what the Arizal says.

Perhaps he refers to Shaar HaGilgulim (Introduction 20). There,

Where is the Arizal?

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

Rav Chaim Vital explains that zivug rishon, which the Gemara
says is determined in Heaven, refers to the first time the couple’s
neshamos descend to this world. They easily find each other and
have no trouble. Zivug sheni, which according to the Gemara is
dependent on human behavior, refers to cases in which the man
had to return to this world as a gilgul. For his sake, his zivug also
comes down, but this time they struggle to meet each other and
their marriage is full of strife. It’s a first wife but for the second
time. See also Etz HaDa'as Tov (2:2 Derush L'choson).

Another possibility is that the Chasam Sofer refers to a similar
concept, also involving gilgulim, found in Sefer Halikutim by the
Arizal (Vayeitzei).

But it is more likely that the Chasam Sofer is referring to what
he himself cites in Shut Chasam Sofer (7:34). He writes that he
heard a pshat - in the name of the Arizal, he believes - that every
neshamah is comprised of two compatible parts. One part is male
and the other is female (see Zohar Vayikra 7b and Chasam Sofer
Gittin 90a, cited by Otzros Chasam Sofer Bereishis p. 67). The
neshamah then splits and descends into this world. Usually, their
life choices change them, and they are no longer compatible.
Each must then go about finding a new match.

The match made in Heaven between the two compatible
neshamos is the “zivug rishon,” and the match that actually
materializes in this world, often different than the original, is
the “zivug sheini.” See also Be'er Sheva (Sotah 4a) for this exact
explanation and Hanosen Imrei Shefer (Chayei Sarah) for a slight
variation of this approach.

In a recent article, Rav Avraham Chaim Eliyahu Weissmandel
(Kovetz Etz Chaim p. 543) pointed out that this novel idea is not
actually found in the works of the Arizal. He suggests that the
Chasam Sofer actually saw it in the Alshich Tehillim (Romemos EI
45) who writes this in the name of the Zohar. In Otzros Chasam
Sofer (p. 154), Rav Moshe Slomiuc points to Alshich in Toras
Moshe (Chayei Sarah), who teaches it in the name of “Chachmei
Ha'emes.”

It is noteworthy that chronologically, the piece in Volume 7
was written earlier than the one in Orach Chaim. In the earlier
piece, written on the fifteenth day of Av in 1784, even before
his marriage, the Chasam Sofer writes that he “believes’ he saw
it in the name of the Arizal.” It is very likely that he meant the
Alshich, who quotes the Zohar or the Chachmei Ha'emes. Only
in the teshuvah written later in life does he unambiguously
attribute this idea to the Arizal.

Interestingly, Rav Moshe Sternbuch on Chumash (Aleh Zayis
Edition, Chayei Sarah) cites a strikingly similar idea, also in the
name of the Arizal:

“The Gemara (Sotah 2a) teaches that zivug rishon, a person’s
first match, is decreed before birth, while zivug sheini, a second
match, is determined according to one’s deeds. The Arizal
explains that this does not refer to first and second marriages,
but to primary and secondary marriages. Every neshamah has a
unique mission to fulfill in this world. When two neshamos with
perfectly aligned missions marry, it is considered a zivug rishon
— a primary, ideal match. But when two neshamos with unlike
missions marry, it is a zivug sheini — a secondary match. The
Arizal concludes that in our times, most marriages fall under the
category of zivug sheini.”
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The Rambam writes in Moreh Nevuchim (2:48) that events in
Tanach that came about in a natural way are often written as
if Hashem directed it to happen. In truth, Hashem was simply
sibas hasibos — orchestrating the backdrop and circumstances —
that caused the event to take place.

Sometimes the pasuk makes it seem as if Hashem did
something that was actually done by a person. When Shimi ben
Geira cursed Dovid Hamelech, it is recorded (Shmuel II, 16:10)
that Dovid stated, “Was it Shimi who cursed? Hashem told him
to curse!” Dovid thus expressed his belief that the pain inflicted
by Shimi was destined for him from Above. Hashem did not
appear to Shimi and instruct him to curse Dovid Hamelech.
Hashem is the supreme cause of everything that
exists, but Shimi ben Geira acted with bechirah, as
does every person.

The same is true regarding “coincidences” in
the Torah. Events that came about as a result of
people’s actions are narrated in the pasuk as if
Hashem instructed them to happen, because He is
the ultimate cause of all phenomena. The Rambam
cites the story of Rivkah as one such instance. The
pasuk chronicles how Eliezer sought and found
a suitable match for Yitzchak, yet Lavan said,
“Vatehi ishah I'ben adonecha k'asher dibeir Hashem”
(Bereishis 24:51). According to the Rambam, this
doesn’t mean that Hashem actually declared that
Rivkah would marry Yitzchak. It is attributed
to the cause of all causes — Hashem - but the direct cause was
human choice.

The Gemara (Moed Katan 18b) learns from Rivkah’s betrothal
that every shidduch is preordained by Heaven. Rav Yehudah says,
in the name of Shmuel, “Every day a bas kol declares: ‘This person’s
daughter [is to be married] to this man.” According to many
manuscripts of the Gemara, this bas kol comes forth 40 days prior
to the creation of a child. As a source, the Gemara cites Lavan’s
words, attributing Yitzchak and Rivkah'’s betrothal to Hashem.

It appears from the Gemara that “kasher dibeir Hashem” isn’t
merely a figure of speech indicating that Hashem is the root
cause of all that exists, but rather, Hashem Himself — through a
bas kol — announces every shidduch.

Can the Rambam be reconciled with the Gemara?
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Rav Meir Simchah Hakohen declared that a common spirit is
found in all the works of the Rambam - the Yad Hachazakah, the
Moreh Nevuchim, and the Pirush Hamishnah (Meshech Chochmah
Shemos 20:4).

To better understand the Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim,
his words in the final chapter of Shemoneh Perakim must be
examined. Astonishingly, the Rambam states that shidduchim
come about through bechirah and are not predetermined. If
shidduchim were predetermined, then it could not be a mitzvah
to marry the right woman or an aveirah to do the opposite.
Anything subject to reward and punishment must be absolutely
in the hands of man. The same argument is made by the Arizal
in Sefer Halikutim (Vayeitzei).

Considering the Rambam’s viewpoint, it’s logical to use
Rivkah’s betrothal to Yitzchak as an example to support his
claim in Moreh Nevuchim; it is an example of something that
happened through human choice but is narrated by the Torah as
if Hashem directly caused it to take place. Yet this still seems to

: ; be at odds with the sugya in Moed Katan.

The Ran (Moed Katan 18b) assumes that
this is a case of the Rambam dismissing an
Agaddata (°p1® W13 W AR PRI D7An0
mar). Alternatively, Rav Elchanan Wasserman
(Dugma’os Biurei Aggados 7:8) suggests that
the Rambam assumed that the sugya in Moed
Katan which attributes a shidduch to Hashem’s
choice disagrees with the sugya in Berachos
(33b) which says mnw nxn yin onw 11 Yon,
and the Rambam ruled accordingly to the latter
sugya.

Interestingly, the Rambam himself addresses
the question from Moed Katan in a letter to an
Arab convert to Judaism, “Marana v’Rabana
Ovadiah.” He informs Rav Ovadiah that all human actions are
performed by choice and are therefore subject to reward and
punishment. It is obvious from the Torah, the Rambam insists,
that marriage is a choice and not predestined; any evidence in
Chazal - or even in Navi — to the contrary must be interpreted
in a way which conforms to this. As in all cases of apparent
contradiction between the Torah and Chazal or Navi, one must
either delve deeper into the words of Chazal and Navi and
reconcile them with what is obvious from the Torah (wpan winT
0ONN 137 IR X221 °127 1P2°W TV 129 1°v3), or resolve that their words
cannot be understood at face value (JuIwd YV 11°X).

To reconcile this Torah truth, that man chooses his wife, with
the sugya in Moed Katan which seems to imply that a man’s
wife is predestined for him, the Rambam
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