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ng 9 ﬂ‘? Tzaddikim and Resha’im

Based on Rav Moshe Sternbuch on Chumash-Bereishis

(X2,n2) 1NWX NPa1 AN N 1Y YN

ATzaddik’s The pasuk says that Hashem listened to Yitzchak’s
tefillah, rather than Rivkah’s. Rashi
explains that one cannot compare the tefillah of a
tzaddik who is the son of a tzaddik to the tefillah of a

Child

tzaddik who is the son of a rasha.

The simple explanation is that the son of a tzaddik
can invoke his father’s merit. A tzaddik does not
wish to invoke his own merits (see Rashi Devarim
3:23) lest this deduct from his reward in the World

to Come.

Another approach is that a person’s perception of
spiritual matters depends on his surroundings. A
self-made tzaddik coming from a family of reshaim has
a simpler perception of tefillah. The son of a tzaddik, however,
has witnessed true passionate tefillah, and constantly strives to

reach that level.

Similarly, Lot was reluctant to leave Sedom because as long as
he was surrounded by resha’im, he was satisfied with his spiritual

On the subject of
am hadomeh I'chamor
(Alim  Vayera), my
rosh yeshivah, Rav Chaim Kohn, asked
the following question: The Torah
mentions Eliezer multiple times before
the parshah of the Akeidah. Why does the
Torah teach us specifically here that he is
compared to a chamor? Rav Chaim Kohn
answered that the Torah wants to stress
that Avraham knew good and well whom
he'd be returning to—Yishmael and “am
hadomeh I'chamor.” This made the nisayon
that much greater, but Avraham Avinu
nevertheless overcame the challenge and
performed the Akeidah.

Gochiel Fotter

Regarding Rav Kaufman’s article about
minhagim last week, Rav Shalom Dov

The Halachos of

House Fires
on Shabbos

oNCHUMASH

Rav Moshe Sternbuch/

Machon Aleh Zayis Rabbi Zev Kilstein
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Eisav

Rav Moshe Sternbuch shlita

level. He knew that going to live amongst the pious would force
him to improve his ways.

(12,12) NTY WR T°X PT1° WK 1WY N7

Understanding When learning about Eisav, a contradictory
picture emerges. The Chida writes that Eisav
was intellectually one thousand times greater
than Yaakov; his head therefore merited burial
in the Me’aras Hamachpelah. He understood the
power of Yitzchak’s brachos and was devastated
when he learned that he had lost them. He also
understood the value of the bechorah, and greatly
regretted giving it away. He was able to see the
malachim that Yaakov sent. He was raised in the
home of Yitzchak and certainly studied Torah
with his father. Rashi writes that as children,
Yaakov and Eisav were indistinguishable.
On the other hand, Eisav behaved like a low
person and is referred to as the man of the field, implying his
complete absorption in physical matters.

Eisav had lofty perceptions but was not willing to sacrifice to

Hochman commented (Alim Chayei Sarah)
that perhaps the reason for asking reshus
from the Leviim is to give priority to a
Levi for zimun.

However, both Rav Kaufman and Rav
Hochman overlooked the fact that the
nusach is not "hakohanim v'halevi'im",
but "hakohanim haleviim" (without a vav
hachibur). This phrase is used multiple
times in Tanach and refers to kohanim
alone, not to Leviim. Thus, no reshus is
sought from the Leviim; even according
to the Magen Avraham that it is an inyan
to give priority to a Levi, it is certainly
not a requirement (whereas with regard a
kohein, it is required due to the mitzvah of
"v'kidashto").

As a secondary point, it is obvious that
when a kohein is says the zimun, he omits
the entire sentence; one does not ask

T°OWIY?D R2°PY ‘NaN
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act upon them. In practice, he spent his days seeking pleasure,
focusing only on the present.

himself for reshus. However, if a Levi is
says the zimun, he does say it, including
the word "halevi’im," because he has to ask
reshus from the kohein present. Further,
it is clear that if no kohein is present, the
entire sentence is omitted, since no netilas
reshus is necessary.

Shragi Kahans, Monsey

I am writing in response to Rabbi
Szimonowitz’s article on Parshas Noach,
in which he references a statement from
Ibn Ezra. Specifically, Rabbi Szimonowitz
quotes Ibn Ezra’s view that Nimrod
captured and sacrificed wild animals
(chayos). However, in the Shitah Acheres
of Ibn Ezra, it is stated that Nimrod
captured domesticated animals (behemos)
and sacrificed them, not wild ones.

Mordochar Shaal fma/m/r
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