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Autumn Travels
Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Last year’s article “Autumn Rains” (Toldos 5785) discussed the discrepancy
between Eretz Yisrael and the rest of the world regarding v’sain tal umatar.
While the people of Eretz Yisrael began davening for rain last week (7
Marcheshvan), residents of chutz laaretz delay until the evening preceding
December 5th (Thursday night, 14 Kislev). Numerous questions arise for
those traveling to and from Eretz Yisrael during the weeks in between.

The Mishnah Berurah (117:5) quotes two

basic opinions on the subject. According
to Pri Chadash (quoted in Pri Megadim), one follows his own
country and not his current location, provided that he plans to
return home soon after. This is similar to other halachos (e.g. Yom
Tov sheini), in which the rule is that one keeps the minhag of his
home country even when among a community
doing differently. The Radvaz seems to concur
with this opinion.

In contrast, the Birkei Yosef (#5) cites earlier
teshuvos ruling that in this case one follows his
current location. This psak seems to apply even
if the person plans to return home after a short
stay. Since the need for rain is unique for each
location, one’s tefillah should be based on the
needs of the country he is currently in.

Some contemporary poskim (see

Divrei Yatziv, Bzel Hachochmah, and
others cited in Piskei Teshuvos) suggest another reason for
reciting tal umatar even as a visitor before December 4th.

In many countries, rain is beneficial in the autumn months. In
fact, in the Rosh’s view, it would be appropriate to say tal umatar
even after Pesach, as his country needed rain then. L’halachah,
though; Chazal instituted one custom for the whole world, based
on Bavel’s need. However, some poskim rule that if one erred and
said tal umatar prior to December 4th, in a country where rain
is beneficial at that time, he need not repeat Shemoneh Esrei (see
Biur Halachah (siman 117) for a lengthy discussion).

Rav Moshe Feinstein (O.C. Vol. 2 #102) expresses a similar
rationale, but only for the following situation: A person visiting
chutz laaretz from Eretz Yisrael before December 4th continues
to say tal umatar like at home, unless rain is not beneficial in
his current location. Other poskim apply this also to the traveler
from chutz laaretz to Eretz Yisrael, allowing him to follow
the custom of Eretz Yisrael and say tal umatar even before
December 4th.
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Rav Moshe Stern zt”l (the Debrecener Rav)
and Rav Moshe Sternbuch shlita (Teshuvos V’hanhagos 2:55)
present a counterargument. Often, one travels to Eretz Yisrael
or to chutz laaretz for a couple of days (such as for a chasunah). In
some instances, one arrives in Eretz Yisrael after the 7th of
Marcheshvan and plans to return home prior to December 4th.
Even the opinion that a visitor follows his currentlocation might
agree that since upon returning he will revert to v’sain brachah,
tal umatar should not be said. According to Rav Sternbuch, in
this case one does not say tal umatar even in Shomea Tefillah.

In cases of machlokes, we are often machmir and err

on the side of caution. However, in this case it
seems impossible. One can’t omit v’sain tal umatar when it must
be said; one can’t add it when it must not be said.

Many poskim advise the following as a resolution: In Bareich
Aleinu, one should say v’sain brachah only. In
Shema Koleinu, before the words ki Ata shomea,
he should add: Yxw> yx >129 q0m1 YV 1M1 With
this “compromise,” one does not omit rain
from his Shemoneh Esrei but does not ask for
it in the brachah for rain. The mispallel also
specifies that the rain is for Eretz Yisrael,
where it is obviously needed. This was the psak
of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”[ (cited in
Halichos Shlomo and Sefer Yom Tov Sheini K’hilchaso). This author
received the same psak from Rav Shmuel Felder shlita and Rav
Simcha Bunim Cohen shlita.

Surprisingly, Piskei Teshuvos says that the poskim rule that a
visitor to Eretz Yisrael should say tal umatar — ignoring the Pri
Chadash, the Pri Megadim and poskim that are usually followed.
Unfortunately, some rely on the Piskei Teshuvos without checking
the sources cited in the footnotes.

When this question first came up, Rav Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss
(the Minchas Yitzchak) responded that he didn’t have a clear
answer. The questioner then informed Rav Weiss of the solution
of some poskim, to say tal umatar in Shomea Tefillah. Rav Weiss
quipped, “I could have said that too.” Ultimately, Rav Weiss
followed the opinion that tal umatar should be said as per the
Birkei Yosef. However, this psak may not have been for those
returning after a short stay of a few days or weeks.

Note: Our discussion only refers to the silent Shemoneh Esrei. In
Chazaras Hashatz, one must follow the tzibbur (the location he is in). A
shaliach tzibur (e.g. a chiyuv) should ask a competent halachic authority
for guidance.
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