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And it will be the girl to whom I say, “Please tip your jug and

let me have a drink,” and she replies, “Drink,

and I will also water your camels,” [she will be

the one whom] you have designated for your

servant Yitzchak. Through her I will know S o

that you have granted a favor for my master il

(Bereishis 24:14). it

Eliezer was going to test Yitzchak’s
prospective bride to see if she was a ba'alas
chessed, a good and kind-hearted person.
Eliezer assumed that if this girl excelled
in chessed, then she automatically excelled
in all other qualities. Isn’t it possible
for someone to personify the middah of
chessed, yet be lacking in other areas such
as emes and tzedakah?

The Alter of Novaradok explains that Eliezer did not
merely test Rivkah to see if she had acquired the middah
of chessed. The test was to determine if she had excelled
and reached the epitome of chessed—if she had attained
the middah of chessed in its purest form. And the only way
to acquire any middah in its loftiest extreme is by achieving
perfection in all other traits. The pasuk says TY"9R WRM

Gadol Shimusho

=0 N2
Rav Dovid Hersh Mayer, later

the menahel of Stamford Yeshivah, learned in BMG and
once wanted to daven for the amud. He was told, however,
that the rosh yeshivah, Rav Shneur, did not permit it—
since, coming from Nitra, he was assumed to daven with a

“chassidishe” havarah.

Rav Dovid Hersh clarified
that his was not a chassidishe
havarah but an Oberlander one.
The difference, he explained, lay
preciselyin theareathat concerned
the rosh yeshivah: Chassidim make
no distinction between a chirik
and a shuruk, while he did, albeit
a slight one.

When he was
the answer, Rav Shneur was
intrigued and asked Rav Dovid
Hersh to demonstrate the difference. The distinction met
his approval, and Rav Shneur gave him the green light to
daven for the amud.

informed of

Moreinu Rav Shneur Kotler

1977 NXR ‘A °OXNN NYTY wann 0 axnwn- The man Eliezer
gaped at her, but he remained silent to determine whether
Hashem had made his journey successful.

The Seforno says that Eliezer failed to display the least
bit of mentschlichkeit. Rivkah was a mere child, yet Eliezer
stood by and watched how she was about
to begin the strenuous task of drawing
water for her animals. Shouldn’t he have
attempted to help her? To add to this
seeming lack of decency, after requesting
that she give him some water, he again
stood back and watched as she drew water
for him and all the camels—a monumental
job even for an adult. Proper manners on
Eliezer’s part would have necessitated
his helping Rivkah accomplish her task.
Eliezer then waited to see if Rivkah would
demand payment for her services.

The Alter of Novaradok elaborates on
this Seforno. He says that Eliezer acted as
he did as part of his test to determine whether Rivkah had
reached the epitome of chessed. He wanted to see whether
Rivkah would rebuke him, in which she would be justified.
Eliezer knew that if Rivkah had indeed acquired the middah
of chessed in its purest form, she would make no mention

Letter from the Alter of Novardok

of his coarse behavior and lack of mentschlichkeit.
(A Gut Vort - By Rav Meir Chaim Gutfreund)

A related account appears in Emes L'Yaakov (Melachim
I 16:34). After World War II, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky
davened in the Viener shul, then located in the Tze'irei
Agudas Yisrael building in Williamsburg.

It was Parshas Tazria. When the baal korei reached the
pasuk “nega tzaraas hu” (Vayikra 13:3), he read the word
hu with a chirik instead of a shuruk, pronouncing it “hee.”
The  mispallelim  immediately
corrected him in unison—but
their correction, to Rav Yaakov’s
ears, sounded like “hee,” as well!
The scene was baffling: what had
prompted such a commotion? The
congregation seemed to be saying
exactly what the baal korei had
said!

In truth, the baal korei had
indeed erred, and the tzibbur
was correcting him. Because of
their Oberlander accent, their
shuruk was pronounced almost like a chirik. The distinction
was the subtle vowel shift familiar in German—the soft
rounding of an umlaut.

Readers of Me'or Hazayis can submit stories about the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shneur zt"], for publication in upcoming editions.




