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A Fine Scent
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Upon inhaling the scent of Yaakov’s garments, Yitzchak
Avinu said, “Re’eh reiach beni k'reiach sadeh—The fragrance
of my son is like the fragrance of the field” (Bereishis 27:27).
It was the month of Nisan, the time of blossoming trees.
Mefarshim, including Ibn Ezra, explain that Yitzchak
smelled the fresh blossoms.

Why did Yitzchak rejoice over the fact that an orchard-
like aroma emanated from his son?

n’w '\"Nn An Overcast Day

Reuven Savitz had a close relationship
with his rosh yeshivah, Harav Yitzchak Hutner z”. One

overcast Thursday afternoon, they returned to Rav Hutner’s
home in East Flatbush, after which Reuven headed to
Kollel Gur Aryeh. Reuven served as administrator in the
kollel, located on President Street in Crown Heights.

As he entered his office, some ten minutes after taking
leave of the rosh yeshivah, Rav Hutner
phoned. “Please come back immediately,”
Rav Hutner requested. “Rav Aharon
Kotler was just niftar.”

Reuven swiftly returned and they set
out to Columbia Presbyterian Hospital.
They arrived as Rav Aharon was being
placed in a Yereim vehicle. They followed
the vehicle until they reached Yereim
Chapels in Williamsburg.

The taharah completed, they prepared to follow the aron
to Lakewood. The Yereim vehicle was nondescript, with
no indicatioin that it was leading a levayah. Rav Shneur
and Rav Mordechai Shulman, rosh yeshivah of Slabodka
in Eretz Yisrael, joined Rav Hutner in the car and Reuven
positioned it behind the vehicle carrying Rav Aharon. They
drove across the Williamsburg Bridge as dusk began to fall,
adding gloom to the dreary day.

Driving across the Bridge posed no problem, but as they
exited the Bridge and entered the Plaza beyond, they hit
dense late afternoon traffic. The cars moved slowly. They
were determined to stay directly behind the aron, but other
vehicles, also desperate to escape the heavy traffic, pushed
forward. Parallel to their car, to the right, a truck inched its
way towards the roshei yeshivah’s car, obviously attempting
to cut into the lane in front of it.

Reuven pressed forward, tailing the Yereim vehicle. As
they drove, the truck scraped the side of the car. Into the

The pasuk in Parshas Toldos says, “Vayeitzei Yitzchak
lasuach basadeh” (ibid. 24:64). Rabbeinu Avraham ben
HaRambam teaches that Yitzchak went to the field to be
misboded. Out in the fields, he contemplated and thought
about Hashem.

Eisav also spent time in the fields; he is described as
an “ish sadeh—A man of the field” (ibid. 25:27). Yitzchak
believed that Eisav was emulating him, spending time in
the fields to gain closeness to Hashem. He was therefore
excited when he sensed the aroma of the fields on Eisav’s
clothes.

silence of the car, Rav Shneur said to Reuven, “Shtell zich
op; nem zein license.”

Reuven responded that the scrape did not concern him,
but Rav Shneur repeated that he did not want Reuven to
incur aloss.

Reuven was thunderstruck. In that moment, with his
father’s petirah so fresh, with the grief so raw, Rav Shneur
was concerned that he might suffer a monetary loss.

They drove on behind the aron, uninterrupted, to the beis
midrash in Lakewood. As they alighted,
Rav Shneur turned to Reuven and said,
“Im yirtzeh Hashem, ich vel eich opdinin by
a simchah—I will repay you at a simchah.”

Eighteen yearslater, Reuven celebrated
the chasunah of his daughter. Rav
Shneur entered the hall and Reuven ran
to greet him. “Ich bin eich geven shuldig
a simchah—1 owed you a simchah,” Rav
Shneur said. “Ich kum optzudinen—I am
now repaying the debt.”

Parenthetically, the Motzaei Shabbos after Rav Aharon’s
petirah, before the Sunday levayah, the American roshei
yeshivah who managed to reach Lakewood (including Rav
Mordechai Shulman) met in Bodner’s Hotel.

They spoke with Rav Yechezkel Sarna z”l and other
gedolim in Eretz Yisrael, expressing their great esteem
for Rav Shneur and endorsing his appointment as his
father’s memalei makom. The roshei yeshivah then invited
Rav Aharon’s leading talmidim to meet with them, to lend
their support for Rav Shneur’s assumption of his father’s
position.

On Sunday, during the hespedim, even as the magnitude
of their loss was expressed, the maspidim pledged their
support for Rav Shneur’s hachtarah as the new rosh yeshivah
of Bais Medrash Govoha.

The tzaar and the romemus of that day were immeasurable.
The adinus hanefesh of Rav Shneur z”l will be eternally
remembered.

Readers of Me'or Hazayis can submit stories about the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shneur zt"], for publication in upcoming editions.




