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Unacceptable Shabbos

Based on Generations of Light by Rav Daniel
Z. Feldman shlita

What should be done if one has already kindled Shabbos lights
but forgot to kindle Chanukah lights? According to the Magen
Avraham, since customary practice treats the woman who
kindled as having accepted Shabbos, she may not kindle the
menorah afterward but should ask another person to do so. The
Taz extends this ruling to a man—if a man forgot to light the
menorah, he too may not kindle after kindling Shabbos lights but
must ask a household member instead. Levushei Serad explains
that this reflects the underlying dispute of the Taz and the
Magen Avraham: The Taz holds that even a man accepts Shabbos
through kindling, while the Magen Avraham maintains that only
a woman who kindles accepts Shabbos.

The Levush, by contrast, permits kindling the menorah b'dieved,
since one did not explicitly accept Shabbos by lighting the
Shabbos candles.

The Pri Megadim (Eshel Avraham) raises a fundamental
objection to the Taz’s solution. The Gemara states that “Whatever
one cannot do oneself, one may not appoint an agent to do.” If
the woman who kindled Shabbos lights has accepted Shabbos
and cannot kindle Chanukah lights herself, how can she appoint
another person as her agent? The appointment ought to be
invalid.

Hagahos Yad Shaul responds that in principle, the woman
remains capable of fulfilling the mitzvah of ner Chanukah after
lighting Shabbos licht. The time for lighting Chanukah candles
on Friday extends into the night. The woman is still in the proper
time frame to fulfill the mitzvah; her Shabbos acceptance creates

mhialyal n()y Inaugurating a New Mizmor

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

Prior to 1780, most Nusach Ashkenaz siddurim didn't include
Mizmor Shir Chanukas in the daily prayers. It was recited only
during Chanukah, to commemorate the dedication of the Beis
Hamikdash (see Alim Mikeitz 5782). Even nusach Edot Hamizrach
siddurim, omitted the opening verse, beginning instead with
“Aromimcha Hashem...,” reserving the first pasuk for Chanukah.
In Maaseh Rav (#26), the Vilna Gaon is quoted as saying
that the shaliach tzibur should begin with Baruch Sheamar
and omit “Mizmor Shir Chanukas Habayis.” Furthermore, no
additional pesukim should be recited by the congregation at the
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an externalimpediment. Since she could technically fulfill the
mitzvah at its proper time, she retains the ability to appoint an
agent (see also Ohalei Yaakov, Bereishis, p. 689).

Migdanos Eliyahu (IV, 120) challenges the Taz’s underlying
premise from another angle. Elsewhere (Section 400), the Taz
himself rules differently regarding the mitzvah of shofar. A
community had no shofar on Rosh Hashanah and reached the end
of the second day without having fulfilled the mitzvah of shofar.
They accepted Shabbos early, assuming their Rosh Hashanah
would end without fulfilling the mitzvah. After they accepted
Shabbos, the shofar was found. Could they now blow the shofar
if accepting Shabbos ostensibly ended the time frame for tekias
shofar? The Taz concludes that they must blow the shofar. Among
his reasons, he argues that their Shabbos acceptance constitutes
an error. They lacked the authority to nullify the mitzvah of
shofar, and would not have wished to accept Shabbos had they
known the shofar would be found.

The same logic should apply to one who kindles Shabbos lights
but forgot to kindle Chanukah lights. The Shabbos acceptance
was mistaken—based on the false assumption that all necessary
pre-Shabbos obligations had been completed. One who accepted
Shabbos while forgetting about Chanukah lights never intended
to forfeit the mitzvah of ner Chanukah.

Shoel UMeshiv (Mahadurah Tenyana, II, 23-24) identifies
this same issue. He notes the language of Eliyahu Rabbah,
who writes that Shabbos acceptance through kindling occurs
“presumably”— it represents the normal assumption—but,
in this case, no acceptance occurred because of the mistaken
circumstances. This analysis supports the Levush’s lenient
ruling: if one forgot and kindled Shabbos lights first, one may
still kindle Chanukah lights.

end of davening other than the Shir Shel Yom. This was clearly
a response to the emerging Chassidic custom of adding Mizmor
Shir Chanukas Habayis (Tehillim 30) at the start of davening and
Tefillah L'Dovid (Tehillim 86) before the Shir Shel Yom.

This dispute is echoed in a letter by the Ba’al HaTanya to the
authorities during his imprisonment in 5599. In defending the
Chassidic movement against accusations of creating a “new
religion,” he explained: “Our core prayers are identical to those
of the rest of Israel. Occasionally, based on Kabbalah, we add
words, verses, or psalms. These additions do not constitute a new
religion, as they are not part of the primary prayers. Even within
one city, certain psalms may be recited in one Beis Midrash and
omitted in another—for example, Mizmor 30 and 86.”
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