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On Exhibition

Yaakov Avinu had sufficient provisions for his family.
Nevertheless, he sent his sons to Mitzrayim to purchase food,
saying (Bereishis 42:1), “Lamabh tisra’'u?” Why exhibit that you
have provisions? Travel to Mitzrayim like everyone else.

The God Who is Meir

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 18) says that as a punishment
for her immodest exhibitive behavior, the daughter of Rabi
Chanina ben Tradyon was condemned to the lowliest form
of captivity at the hands of the Romans. Her sister, Bruriah,
the wife of the tanna Rabi Meir, was distraught about her
plight. She begged Rabi Meir to secure her release.

After determining that his sister-in-law was worthy of a
miracle, Rabi Meir approached the guard, who refused to
release her. Rabi Meir offered a sum of gold as a bribe and
suggested that the guard keep half the gold for himself and
use the remainder to bribe anyone who would consider
informing on him. “What should I do when the money
runs out?” the guard asked. “Say Elaka d’Meir aneini,” was
Rabi Meir’s reply.

Indeed, the Romans convicted the guard, and as they
were about to hang him, the guard called out, “Elaka d’Meir
aneini!” The Romans were unable to hang him and he was
lowered from the noose.

We refer to Hashem as Elokei Avraham, Elokei Yitzchak,
and Elokei Yaakov, but they were the Avos. How could Rabi
Meir reference himself this same way?

The Maharsha explains that Rabi Meir was not referring
to Hashem as the “God of Meir.” “Elaka d’Meir” means “The
G-d Who illuminates.” Just as Hashem illuminated our lives
with miracles in the previous exile, under the Yevanim, so
too should Hashem illuminate our lives with a miracle in
Galus Edom, the current exile.

Exhibitive Mitzvos
Yavan represents external beauty and aesthetics, as the
pasuk says, “Yaft Elokim ['Yefes, v’yishkon bahalei Shem”

an" TNIN7D  The Real Question

A woman once called Rav Abadi
to ask a question regarding the kashrus of a meat dish she
had cooked. In the course of describing her question, she
mentioned that one of the ingredients was margarine.
Rav Abadi listened thoughtfully and asked, “Can you tell
me which company’s margarine you used?”The woman
named the brand. Rav Abadi immediately realized that
that particular margarine was milchig. The entire mixture
was now non-kosher due to the prohibition against basar
b'chalav—mixing meat and milk.

(Bereishis 9:27). External beauty plays a role in Yiddishkeit,
too, in the ahalei Shem—when we beautify a mitzvah: we
build beautiful batei knessios and we exert ourselves to buy
the most beautiful objects to perform a mitzvah with.

For this reason, the Gemara states, the Torah may be
written in Yevanus. We also draw on the beauty of Ashur,
which comes from Yefes, when writing in ksav Ashuris.
Yidden use external beauty to underscore the internal
splendor of the spiritual.

Yavan, however, introduced us to aesthetics devoid of
kedushah. Beauty in gashmiyus matters alone has no place
in Yiddishkeit. Yaakov said, “Lamah tisra’u?” We don’t
exhibit our earthly beauty - our homes, cars, or general
success in life.

When the daughter of Rabi Chanina ben Tradyon
lapsed and exhibited her external beauty, the tikkun was
to call upon “Elaka d’Meir,” Hashem who illuminated Galus
Yavan. When the Yevanim contaminated Klal Yisrael with
aesthetics and external beauty, the Chashmonaim sought
to refocus on inner beauty. They didn’t completely reject
the beauty of Yefes. They fought to put it in its appropriate
place—in areas of mitzvah. The Chashmonaim returned the
beauty of Yavan to its proper use, to beautify spirituality.

The neiros of Chanukah are lit outside. No other mitzvah
is deliberately placed outside for the purpose of pirsumei
nisa, so that people may see. Ner Chanukah is the most
exhibitive mitzvah, and people are very much mehader in
it. Many who don’t own much silver own a silver menorah.

Lamah tisra’u — Do not be exhibitive — applies to pure
gashmiyus, but when lighting the Chanukah menorah,
the three most exhibitive mitzvos are displayed. The ner
Chanukah is lit on the left side of the doorway for pirsumei
nisa; the mezuzah, also one of the most exhibitive mitzvos
[it is often the only external indication of a Jewish home],
is to the right; and tzitzis, worn for the purpose of “u’reisem
0s0,” are noticeable as well.

After hanging up, Rav Abadi
turned to a yungerman who had
overheard the conversation and
humbly said, “I have no idea
what made me ask her which
margarine she used. It must have
been siyatta d’shmaya—Heavenly
assistance—that the question
occurred to me, so she would be
saved from committing a serious

transgression.”
(Heard from Rabbi Berel Szimonowitz)

Rav Abadi at his wedding
(Credit: R’ Ezzy Katz)
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