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Lessons for Generations

(R ,19) 1¥10 YR 1°AX "1 YIR2 2ApY’ awn

And Yaakov settled in the land of his father’s dwelling.
(Bereishis 37:1)

Rashi brings from the Midrash Rabbah (34),12 1017 11

72 WITPR IR 0T YW T 1YY YO 119wa 2w apy’ wira
D'WPIANY KYX XIN OV 009 JPINAY QR P19 T K9 KIN
nn oowa mdwa awy—VYaakov
sought to dwell in tranquility, but
the turmoil of Yosef sprang upon him.
Hashem said: s it not enough for the
righteous what is prepared for them
in the World to Come; they also seek
to dwell in serenity in this world?’

After suffering so much at the
hands of Eisav and Lavan, could
Yaakov be blamed for wishing
to spend his old age in peace and
calm? Additionally, it is obvious
that Yaakov - the o"5>mx 2w on X
— did not seek peaceful golden years for the sake of leisure
and material pursuits. Yaakov’s only wish was to sit in
the oholah shel Torah, to learn day and night as he did for
fourteen years in the yeshivah of Shem and Eiver while on
the run from Eisav. Isn’t this a most worthy aspiration?
Why did this cause the tragedy of mechiras Yosef?

Rav Yonasan Steif zt”l (Mahari Shteif Al Hatorah) offers
a beautiful pshat al derech drush. Yaakov Avinu suffered a
lifetime of yissurim and persecution. The way he dealt with
them left Klal Yisrael a mesorah of how to act in times of
trouble. He engaged in dedicated Torah study for 14 years,
denying himself a bed to sleep in; later the Torah relates
his dealings with his swindling father-in-law and his

ﬂ’njn "IN/D Troublesome Neighbors

A man once came the Steipler Gaon
zt”’l to complain about a troublesome
neighbor. He asked the Steipler if he
should move to another apartment. The
Steipler advised him to daven rather
than to move. The man initially followed
his advice, but before long he could no
longer tolerate the situation and moved
to a different apartment. He returned not
long afterward, telling the Steipler that
in his new building he had far worse neighbors! Certain

methods of battle and appeasement with his evil brother.
Along the way, throughout the decades of tzaros, Yaakov
instilled in the DNA of his children the ability to maintain
their righteousness during trying times.

At last, Yaakov had amassed great wealth and was finally
free from the persecution of Eisav and Lavan. Yaakov
now saw an opportunity to initiate a new mesorah for his
progeny, to teach them another lesson. He now had the
opportunity to instill in Klal Yisrael the ability to withstand
the trial of wealth and tranquility. The pasuk in Devarim

warns, 722% 071 ‘131 Nyaw1 9oK8nN 19
W PPIVR ‘N NR NnowY—Lest you
eat and become satiated and you will
become haughty and forget Hashem.
Yaakov sought tranquility in
order to teach his descendants
to remember Hashem even in
times of plenty, not to forget our
dependence on Hashem and our
obligations as His servants.
Steif  explains  the
continuation of the Midrash,
qo1 Sw a1 1YY vop. Hashem hinted to Yaakov that his
children would not need him to teach this lesson. Yosef
Hatzaddik was already destined to teach Klal Yisrael this
lesson and to teach it well. On the words o’1xna n°n qoMm
(Shemos 1:5), Rashi asks, do we not already know that
Yosef was in Mitzrayim? He explains that these words

Rav

are written to emphasize that Yosef was the same in
his father’s house, as a slave in Egypt, and as Pharaoh’s
viceroy. Throughout his life, Yosef maintained his tzidkus.
It made no difference whether he was a hopeless slave and
prisoner or the mishneh I'melech. Yosef’s tzidkus teaches
generations of Bnei Yisrael to remain consistent in avodas
Hashem through every type of nisayon.

that this was because he had not followed the Steipler’s
instructions to stay put, he begged the Steipler to remove
the kepeidah he had toward him.

“My advice not to move was not a
directive,” the Steipler answered him,
“and I definitely have no kepeidah. Your
troubles attest to a simple truth. Troubles
do not come on their own; they come
from Above. To remove them, one must
turn to the One who sends them. Trying
to circumvent Him and manage on one’s

own is an exercise in futility.”
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