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Smart Warfare

The pasuk relates that Timna, the
pilegesh of Elifaz, bore Amalek. The parshah also devotes
many pesukim to the family of Eisav and Se’ir, describing
in great length how they intermarried. Why is it important
for us to know this?

The Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim 3:50) explains that the
list of the families of Se’ir and their genealogy is given
in the Torah because of one particular mitzvah. Hashem
commanded Bnei Yisrael to blot out Amalek’s name
(Devarim 25:17-19). Amalek was the son of Elifaz and
Timna, the sister of Lotan. The other sons of Eisav were
not included in this commandment.

Eisav was connected with the Seirites through marriage.
Seirites were his children; he reigned over them; his seed
was mixed with the seed of Se’ir, and ultimately all the
countries and families of Se’ir were called by the names
of the sons of Eisav, the predominant family. More
particularly, they assumed the title Amalekites, because
these were the strongest in that family. The Seirite families
are fully described to show that the people living in Se’ir
and in the kingdom of Amalek are not all Amalekites; they
are the descendants of some other man, and are Amalekites
in name only.

The decree of annihilation was only pronounced against
the seed of Amalek. If the genealogy of these families of
Seir had not been described in full, they would all have
been killed. The justice of Hashem thus prevented the
destruction of an [innocent] tribe that lived in the midst
of another tribe [doomed to extirpation].

In Sefer Hamitzvos (nop nwy mixn), in discussing the
mitzvah of obliterating Amalek, Rambam uses the phrase,

A Remarkable Sequel
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A story was published in Meor

Siach (Parshas Toldos, 8 Kislev 5786) involving the late Rav

Reuven Savitz zt’l and Moreinu Rav Shneur Kotler zt’],

which took place at the levaya of Moreinu Harav Aharon

zt”]. Rav Savitz drove the Rosh Yeshivah in the car following
the aron.

Rav Menachem Savitz shlita, Rav Reuven’s son, related

' the following sequel,

which

seventeen

occurred

years
later at his sister’s
wedding. Originally,
Rav Yitzchak Hutner
zt”l—Rav
primary rebbi—was

Savitz’s

“125 pYny 101 mnnY.” The word levad indicates that only
Amalek, not the rest of Eisav’s children, must be wiped out.
The Rambam emphasizes that Amalek’s
descendants are mixed together with other descendants of
Eisav, Klal Yisrael stands the risk of targeting the wrong
people. The Torah went to great lengths to tell us the
lineage of Eisav’s family so we would not kill everyone.

The pasuk says, “R117nKX >3 0118 2NN kY” (Devarim 23:8).
We are urged not to abhor Edom, despite the fact that
they are worthy of our hate because they came out to war
against us.

The Torah imparts an important message: war against
Amalek is a great mitzvah. But even while fighting a holy
war, we must ensure that no collateral damage occurs. We
must make sure to use targeted missiles, so there should
be no civilian casualties. We must eliminate Amalek and
only Amalek.

Rav Meir of Premishlan, zy"a, offered an insight on the
Mishnah (Avos 4:3), “DT8 Y35 12°nn HR.” Its simple meaning
is that one must not be scornful of any person, as everyone

since

has value. Rav Meir interpreted the Mishnah as, “Mach
nisht avek di gantze mensch.” When one has something
against another person, he should stay focused on the
issue and not negate his entire being.

The pasuk tells us “n178 2NN &Y,” and Rashi adds, “Yoser
miday.” We must not hate Edom excessively.

Even if one loathes a person, in a milchemes Hashem, he
should deal with him measure for measure, not more. It
goes without saying that in private issues, that are not
for the sake of Heaven, one must certainly not go out of
proportion. If one is upset with another, he must stay
focused on the issue and not negate the entire person.

slated to serve asmesader kiddushin. However, shortly
before the wedding Rav Hutner had to travel to Eretz
Yisrael and notified his talmid that he would be unable to
officiate.

Rav Savitz zt’]l then contacted Moreinu Rav Shneur
Kotler zt"] to ask whether he could step in.

Rav Shneur was scheduled to attend a wedding in Monsey
that same evening. At first, he doubted that it would be
feasible to travel from Lakewood to New York and then on
to Monsey in time. But after a short pause, he reached a
decision: he would attend Rav Savitz’s daughter’s wedding,
serve as mesader kiddushin, and then proceed to Monsey
immediately afterward.

Upon arriving, Rav Shneur explained his decision with
his characteristic humility and warmth:

“I made the effort because I owe you a favor for the
kindness you showed me seventeen years ago.”

Readers of Me'or Hazayis can submit stories about the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shneur zt"], for publication in upcoming editions.



