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Regarding the recent article from Rav
Zvi Soblofsky (Alim Bereishis 5786) on
the mitzvah of kiddushin. We can infer
that the Rambam’s view is that the
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mitzvah of kiddushin applies to both men
and women. In the Sefer HaMitzvos,
at the end of the section of mitzvos
asei, the Rambam lists sixty “mitzvos
hechreichiyos” for men, fourteen of which
do not apply to women. The mitzvah
of marriage, is on the list of the sixty
mitzvos and is not one of the fourteen
that do not apply to women. According
to the Rambam the mitzvah is that if man
and a woman wish to get married, they
must do so with the specific method that
the Torah prescribes. The man says the
birkas ha-mitzvah because he is the one
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who performs the ma’aseh ha-mitzvah of
lekichah, but the woman’s receiving of
the shaveh kessef or shtar is an inherent

part of the mitzvah, which applies to her
as well. Shaad Lucker
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Now, Please!
Rav Yehuda Roth, Machon Aleh Zayis
.(2°-X,2%) NX "NINKX X1 AR 121 1R X772 ND° AWK % *NYT K1 010

The word na appears over four hundred times in Tanach.
The Gemara (Berachos 9a) states nwpa 11WY KIXR K1 PX; the pasuk
(Shemos 11:2) nyn »11x2 X1 127 should therefore be translated as
“Speak, please, to the ears of the people.” Chazal apply this principle
to four other pesukim in Tanach (Yoma 87a, Sotah 10a, Sanhedrin
43b, 89b) and Rashi extends it to many more.

Yet some pesukim do not fit this translation. Foremost
among them is the pasuk °ny7 X1 n1n. The word na
clearly means “now.” Rashi explains that according to
the peshat, the pasuk means “Now has come the time to
worry about your beauty,” and according to the derash,
Avraham became aware of Sarah’s beauty only now.

It is possible that Chazal refer only to when the word
na appears alone, without the prefixed n1n. The term nin
K1is always joined by a makaf (hyphen) and is therefore
treated as a single unit. In that form, it always means
“now.” The same applies for the expressions X1x (Yirmiyahu 4:31,
45:3, Eichah 5:16) and x1 101 (Shir Hashirim 7:2). An exception is
N1 1710 *17R K1 M1 (Bereishis 19:2), which can mean “please” since
the makaf connects na not to nin but to *17x. Moreover, the nikud
of the word nan is with a segol instead of a tzeirei.

When na follows an imperative (command form) or a
cohortative (form expressing a desire to act), it can be translated
as “please,” applying the rule of Chazal. Nevertheless, in many
instances, although na could technically be rendered as “please,”
context makes “now” a more reasonable translation.

For example: Hashem said (Bereishis 18:21) nxIx1 X1 NT1IX; does
Hashem require permission? Eisav said X1°10°Y50; it is improbable
that the coarse Eisav said “please” (his use of the term »10°v9n
betrays his crudity, as the word is associated with the feeding of
animals, see Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz’s article in Alim Toldos
5784). Similarly, when Pharaoh said 0’1210 X1 139,19 X9, he was
hardly making a polite request.

All meforshei hamikra therefore agree that even following an
imperative, na can mean “now.” Meforshim sometimes translate na
as “now” even when it can easily be rendered as “please.” Thus, *1nx
NR "MINR X1 may be read as either “please say” or “say now.” Rashi
explains that when Avimelech told Yitzchak (Bereishis 26:28) >nn
1M1 19X K1, he meant that the pact that had existed between
himself and Avraham should endure now between himself and
Yitzchak. Even Rashbam, who attempts to reconcile *ny7 x1 nin
with Chazals principle, translating it as *nyTw *5% Jnan nwpaa,
clearly interprets X1°10°v91 as “now.”

Mizrachi (Shemos 11:2) and Maharsha (Yoma 87a) limit the
rule of NWPA WY RYR K1 PR to the specific case about which the
Gemara makes the statement. The formula 1W9 XYX ...’X... occurs
frequently in Chazal. For example, the Gemara in Sotah (12b)
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says, nn°n WY kYR 1290 PR. This is clearly not an absolute rule.
Mizrachi (Shemos 20:14) writes that the formula is almost never
definitive (by contrast, the formula Xpnaw ..93... does seem to
establish a fixed rule; see Mizrachi Bamidbar 13:3).

Onkelos consistently translates na as 1931, meaning “now.” This
sometimes yields a difficult reading. Yosef appealed to the sar
hamashkim saying, Ton »1y X1 nwy1 (Bereishis 40:14). Onkelos,
as always, renders it 12°0 ny > Tavm. Yosef, however, requested
future help; na there cannot mean “now.” It must mean “please,”

as Rashi explains (see Ramban, who attempts to
reconcile Onkelos’ reading). Similarly, with the words
0°1¥731 °172pn K1 YR (Bereishis 47:29), Yaakov spoke of
the future. It’s difficult to understand how Onkelos
translated it as “now” (see Parshegen ibid.).
Onkelos usually renders the term X1 9X as w3 RY.
However, in two places — when Lot says nx K1 9X
1w1n (Bereishis 19:7) and when Lot says *17x X1 9X (ibid.
19:18) — Onkelos translates it as request 1v3 w13,
Aside the curious omission
of the word Yx (see Nesinah Lager) it is not clear why Onkelos
here understands na as a more polite form of “now.” Still, these
instances remain consistent with Onkelos' general approach of
translating na as “now.”

An apparent exception is nY X1 X971 X1 Y8 (Bamidbar 12:13)
which Onkelos translates as v »ox 1313, interpreting the first
na as “please” and the second as “now.” Perhaps 1v11 here is a
abbreviated form of w3113, and Onkelos shortened the phrase
to avoid awkward repetition. Yet, for X1 Xw nny1 (Bereshis 27:3,
40:17, Shemos 10:17) Onkelos does translate as 1v3 20 1v21.

Ibn Ezra (see, for example, Shemos 11:2) follows Onkelos and
repeatedly states that na always means now. In the pasuk 195x8n Y
N1 110 (Shemos 12:9), na means raw, the only instance where na
functions as an adjective (or perhaps the second instance; see
Yalkut Me'am Loez Bereishis 25:30, who proposes that X1 »10°v9n
also means raw). But as Ibn Ezra notes, the word na here is related
to its usual sense, meaning that one should not eat the Korban
Pesach immediately, while still raw. Ibn Ezra (Esther 1:10) even
suggests that the name Charvona is a compound word, X1 127N,
Haman’s ready sword.

Surprisingly, even in the pesukim about which Chazal say X1 7R
nwpPa WY XYX, Onkelos still translates na as 1v31. Perhaps Onkelos
understood that the rule does not define the peshat of the pasuk,
but rather teaches a derashah based on the resemblance between
the words na and ana.

This is evident from the way Chazal employ the rule x1 X
WP WY RYR, it is never cited merely to explain the pasuk, but
as a means of uncovering the deeper context and the subtext of
the pasuk. Onkelos, following his rebbe, Rabi Eliezer, (see Radal
hakdamah to Pirkei d’Rabi Eliezer) usually follows the peshat and
therefore always translates na as now.
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