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Dynamic Bread

The Mishnah states, Dwn YR YIRA 1pT NN P97 PR
YRIW? ¥R 210> (Bava Kamma 79b). Chazal were concerned
that raising sheep and goats, which graze on crops, would
be detrimental to the yishuv of Eretz Yisrael.

Raisinglivestock is a form of livelihood as well; it can also
be considered yishuv. Why did Chazal give precedence to
the growing of crops over other forms of making a living?

Shortly before Yetzias Mitzrayim, Hashem instructed
Moshe Rabbeinu in the halachos of Pesach (Shemos 12). The
pesukim focus primarily on the halachos of korban Pesach.
Only in passing is it mentioned that 1m1%2x> 01171 Yy nixn,
the korban should be eaten with matzah and maror.

Then, when Hashem taught Moshe about Pesach ['doros,
the Pesach of future generations, it says 0d% ntn orn m
21NN 021V NPR 02’0117 “R% AN INIX DNan1 02017177 1172712
1119980 Mixn o nyaw' (Shemos 12:14-15). Hashem placed
greater emphasis on the mitzvah of matzah.

When Moshe Rabbeinu repeated Hashem’s instructions
to Bnei Yisrael in Mitzrayim, he omitted the mitzvah of
matzah entirely and taught them only the halachos of
korban Pesach. Only after they left Mitzrayim, when Moshe
discussed celebrating Pesach in Eretz Yisrael, did he tell
them “Shivas yamim tochal matzos” (Shemos 13:6, in the
parshah of “V’hayah ki Yeviacha”).

Apparently, in Mitzrayim the primary focus of Pesach
was the korban. Regarding Pesach [doros, the matzah is the
focus.

7589 SINT Only the best

Aneedyindividual once knocked
on the door of the Tzemach Tzedek—the illustrious
grandson of the Baal Hatanya—to ask if he might borrow
a pair of tefillin. The man -
was impoverished and
didn’t own a set. Without
hesitation, the Tzemach
Tzedek ascended to the
attic and took out the
tefillin of his saintly
grandfather, the Baal
Hatanya, to lend to the
humble visitor.

Naturally, those who
observed the scene were
taken aback. “Why give
this man your most
treasured pair of tefillin,
that of the Baal Hatanya,”

Rav Pam with Rav Elya Svei

When the shevatim descended to Mitzrayim, Yosef
prepared a feast of meat for them (Bereishis 43:16). Yet a
few pesukim later (43:25), the pasuk says they ate lechem.

Rashi and Ibn Ezra (Tzefaniah 1:17) note that the Arabic
word for meat is lahm [¢=]. This is because the word lechem
refers to the staple that is relied on to sustain oneself.
Perhaps in Mitzrayim, lechem refers to meat. [According to
this assumption, the meaning of Bereishis 43:32 is that it
was beneath the dignity of the Egyptians to feast with the
Hebrews (Rashbam). But according to many rishonim (Ibn
Ezra, Radak, and others) the ancient Egyptians didn’t eat
any meat.] When Klal Yisrael lived in Eretz Yisrael, their
staple was bread. Thus, in Lashon Kodesh, lechem refers to
bread.

Ateres Zekeinim in Shulchan Aruch explains that while the
word eretz in the berachah of HaMotzi means the earth, on
a deeper level it refers to Eretz Yisrael. We thank Hashem
for giving us our lechem min ha'aretz, in Eretz Yisrael, in the
form of bread.

One must serve Hashem with his very best. While
Bnei Yisrael were in Mitzrayim and their staple food was
meat, the most significant part of Pesach was the korban
Pesach, offering their livestock for Hashem. On the other
hand, once Klal Yisrael settled their land and became an
agricultural society relying primarily on crops, the focus
was matzah, made of produce.

The Mishnah is based on this idea as well. Once they
settled in Eretz Yisrael, Klal Yisrael's sustenance depended
primarily on agriculture. Chazal, therefore, did not allow
raising beheimah dakah at the expense of crops.

he was asked, “when any ordinary pair would suffice?”

The Tzemach Tzedek’s answers showed halachic clarity
and principle. He cited the Rambam’s teaching at the end
of Hilchos Issurei Mizbeach, where he states that every

mitzvah done for the sake

¥ of the Almighty should

be performed using the
finest and best one has.
Therefore, the Tzemach
Tzedek explained, it was
only fitting that he fulfill
the mitzvah of gemilus
chassadim with the most
precious tefillin he owned.

This story was shared
by Rav Pam, zt”l, who
recounteditasanexample
of doing a mitzvah in
the most elevated and
wholehearted manner.
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