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Faith in Hand
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How did the women have drums and musical
instruments? Rashi explains that the tzidkaniyos of the
generation had bitachon that Hashem would perform
miracles, so they brought along these musical instruments
when they left Mitzrayim.

Rashi asks this question at the end of pasuk, regarding
“kol hanashim,” all the women. Why did he not wonder how
Miriam had the instrument?

Some explain that since nevuah only rests on a person
who is happy, prophets often needed music to get into
the mood of simchah. Therefore, many nevi'im constantly
carried instruments with them, among them tupim
(Rambam, Yesodei haTorah 7:4).

The pasuk stresses that Miriam was a prophetess. It also
says “Hatof.” The prefix hei implies that it refers to “the
known tof.”

Apparently, since Miriam was a neviah, it was no wonder
that she had a drum with her. “Hatof” refers to the one she
always carried.

At the end of the pasuk, however, it says, D'win 93 1xxm1
nonna1o°ona i nR. Rashi had a question only regarding the
other women — from where did they get the instruments?
Rashi answers that they had bitachon that Hashem would

M7 IND Halachah in Step
When Leibel Lopiansky was

a bachur learning in BMG, he once accompanied Rav
Schneur zt”l on a walk from one shalom zachar to
another. He was aware that halachah rules on the
proper positioning of a rav and a talmid when they
walk together, but he became confused and assumed
that the talmid walks on the right side of the rav.
Accordingly, he walked on Rav Schneur’s right.

After they had walked a short distance, Rav
Schneur quietly cleared his throat and, in an almost
apologetic manner, mentioned to Leibel that when
only two people are walking together, the rav walks
on the right and the talmid on the left.

Rav Schneur zt”] was, by nature, a shy and
exceptionally humble person, and Leibel could
sense the discomfort he felt in “reprimanding” him
and requesting honor for himself. The episode left
an indelible impression on the bachur. Halachah
must be strictly adhered to, even in situations that
are personally uncomfortable.

Heard from Harav Aryeh Leib Lopiansky

perform miracles, and they took it out with them from
Mitzrayim.

Perhaps the fact that Rashi does not wonder about
Miriam can be explained differently.

Rav Chaim Volozhiner’s mother was known to be a learned
woman. As a girl, she once heard someone ask her father why
the Mishnah refers to a midwife as a chachamah.

She piped up, “751301.nIX AX177 02N 170K

Miriam was a midwife; she certainly was a chachamah.

The pasuk here emphasizes that she was achos Aharon.
When she was still only the brother of Aharon and not
of Moshe, she prophesied that Moshe would be born and
redeem the Bnei Yisrael. She foresaw the bright future.

When Amram and Bnei Yisrael thought all was lost,
Miriam said that a future awaited them. She prophetically
saw potential when others didn’t.

When Moshe was set adrift on the river, INnx axnn1
19 nww’ nn YT pnan (Shemos 2:4). She waited and watched
expectantly for something to happen. Indeed, along came
Bisya and she rescued Moshe. Then, too, she saw hope and
potential where others didn’t.

Therefore, the fact that Miriam left Mitzrayim with an
instrument to sing shirah is not a chiddush; she already
prophesied about salvation when she was still only achos
Aharon. Consequently, Rashi asked only about the other
women.
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