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Based on Rav Moshe Sternbuch
on Chumash - Shemos
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Rav Moshe Schneider quoted the Chafetz Chaim that the
word tesaper, you shall relate, teaches that the ideal way to instill
the foundations of emunah in one’s children is through telling
stories and vividly recounting the miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim
in a lifelike, engaging manner.

He explained that this is likewise the best way to inspire children
in avodas Hashem. Instead of instructing and lecturing, a parent
should share stories of gedolim and the lofty heights they reached
in avodas Hashem. A child’s imagination is stirred by stories, and
through them he is inspired to emulate the ways of tzaddikim.

Rav Moshe Schneider added that this approach is effective
not only for children but for adults as well. The Chafetz Chaim
meant that with children, this is the only way to inspire them,
while adults can also be uplifted through intellectual discussion.
Yet even for adults, there is great benefit in
hearing stories of tzaddikim
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Many young fathers join their parents’
Seder instead of leading their own. This raises
the question of whether they forfeit the
mitzvah of V’higadeta ['vincha, “And you shall
tell your son” (Shemos 13:8), if the grandfather recounts the
story of Yetzias Mitzrayim to their children in their place.

There are other mitzvos in which a father is obligated, such as
milah and talmud Torah, and he may appoint a shaliach to act on
his behalf. Joining his father for the Seder can be viewed as an
implicit request for him to recount the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim
to all those participating in the Seder, making the grandfather
his shaliach to fulfill the mitzvah on his behalf.

Although it is generally preferable to fulfill a mitzvah oneself
rather than through a shaliach, the poskim (see Pleisi, Yoreh Deah
28) explain that this applies only when appointing a shaliach is
seen as disrespecting the mitzvah. When the intent is to honor
someone else by asking them to perform the mitzvah, it is
permissible. Likewise, it is permitted to honor one’s father to
lead the family Seder.

However, another point must be addressed. A person may
only appoint a shaliach if the shaliach can perform the mitzvah
as well as he himself could. Here, the father would likely explain
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the story more effectively by speaking directly to his children
on their level, rather than having the grandfather address all
the participants together. Therefore, while it is permissible
to join one’s father’s Seder, ideally, he should at least hear the
Mah Nishtanah directly from his child and respond with Avadim
Hayinu, thereby fulfilling the minimum mitzvah himself before
the grandfather leads the rest of the Seder.
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Althoughitispraiseworthyto seek opportunities to domitzvos,
it is not accepted practice, even amongst great tzaddikim, to
purchase a donkey solely in order to become obligated in the
mitzvah of redeeming the firstborn. Why is that?

The mitzvah of redeeming a firstborn donkey is classified as
a matir, a mitzvah that permits the owner to benefit from the
animal. Such mitzvos are not meant to be actively pursued,
but fulfilled only when the situation arises.
Although the Gemara (Brachos 35b) teaches
that the pious would make themselves
obligated in the mitzvos of terumah and
maaser, those mitzvos contain an additional
element beyond the act of separation that
permits the rest of the produce, such as
giving the gift to the kohen, which constitutes
aregular mitzvah that one should indeed seek
to fulfill. But mitzvos whose sole purpose is as
a matir need only be fulfilled when the circumstances require it.

According to this logic, when seeking a home there would be no
preference to purchase a home with a roof requiring a maakeh. The
sole purpose of this mitzvah is to ensure the safety of the home’s
occupants, and thus is not a mitzvah which should be actively
pursued, but only fulfilled when the situation requires it.

Another reason to refrain from obligating oneself in the
mitzvah of redeeming a firstborn donkey is that, although one
would fulfill the mitzvah of redemption, he may inadvertently
end up not fulfilling the mitzvah of giving the lamb to a kohen.
The kohanim of our time are not meyuchasim (of verified lineage)
but only muchzakim (presumed), and we rely on this chazakah
only in cases where it is necessary, such as pidyon haben.
However, it is possible that the kohen muchzak to whom one
would choose to give the lamb is not really a kohen. This would
mean that one created a need to fulfill a mitzvah, and then did
not fulfill it properly. It is therefore unwise to purchase a chamor
in order to create this situation.
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