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Imported fruit: Tu B’Shevat
in Chutz La’aretz

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Mishnah in Rosh Hashanah (2a) teaches that

the new year for trees is in the month of Shevat.
According to Beis Shammai the new year occurs on Rosh Chodesh
Shevat, whereas according to Beis Hillel it is the fifteenth of
Shevat, commonly referred to as Tu B'Shevat. Trees that budded
prior to this date belong to the previous year, whereas those
budding after this time are considered part of the coming year’s
crop. The Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 14a) explains that by this
date, most of the season’s rains have already fallen.

Tu B’Shevat is mentioned in the Shulchan Aruch with regard
to several topics: concerning the halachos of orlah (Y.D. 294:4-5),
hilchos terumos (Y.D. 331:57), and hilchos maaser (Y.D. 331:125-
127). Shulchan Aruch O.C. mentions it twice.
Shulchan Aruch rules that tachanun is omitted on
this day (Hilchos Tachanun, 131:6) and that one
must not declare a fast on this day (Hilchos Taanis
572).

In Nefesh Dovid, Rav

Eliyahu Dovid Rabinowitz-
Teomim (the Aderes), writes that he devoted the
day of Tu B’Shevat to learning the halachos of
maaser in the sefer of the Rambam. He explains that
the purpose of the Yom Tov instituted by omitting
tachanun is to remind us about the halachos of
maaser, lest they become forgotten in galus. His view is based on
the Sifri (quoted by Rashi, Devarim 11:18 see Gra) that one must
observe the mitzvos of Eretz Yisrael as much as he can, even in
exile, to better remember them when we return to Eretz Yisrael.

Magen Avraham cites Sefer Knesses Hagedolah
in the name of Sefer Tikkun Yissachar (written by Rav Yissachar
ibn Sassoon [b. 1510] a talmid of Rav Levi ibn Chaviv.) that the
Ashkenazim in Tzefas ate fruits on Tu B’'Shevat to commemorate
the fact that it is a Rosh Hashanah for trees.

Tikkun Yissachar (printed in 1564) is primarily a sefer on the
Jewish calendar and the halachos of krias haTorah. He often cites
the divergent customs between Ashkenazim and Sefardim. In
Tzefas in his time, the two distinct communities — Ashkenazim
and Sefardim - lived side by side.

At the same time (1557-1560) the sefer Machzor Maaglei
Tzedek, by Rav Binyamin Ashkenazi, who led the Ashkenazi
kehillah in Salonika (Greece), was published. The minhag of
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eating fruits is mentioned there as well. Apparently, this minhag
was practiced in chutz laaretz as well.

In his siddur, Rav Yaakov Emden assumes that

the minhag applies solely in Eretz Yisrael, where
the Rosh Hashanah for the fruits is practical. Similarly, Rav
Tzadok Hakohen of Lublin (Pri Tzaddik) is also puzzled by the
minhag to eat fruits in chutz laaretz. Rav Tzadok argues that Tu
B’Shevat represents an agricultural date when the trees begin to
bud, after most of the rain already passed. This is correct only in
Eretz Yisrael. In his country, Poland, as in any other northern
country, this does not occur on this date.

Accordingly, Rav Tzadok suggests eating fruits imported from
Eretz Yisrael, or at least those fruits that Eretz Yisrael grows. The
shivas haminim that Eretz Yisrael are blessed with have meaning,
as these fruits are “renewed” on this day. This may be the source
of the custom of eating dried fruits like grapes (raisins), figs, and

dates, as these are fruits of Eretz Yisrael.

Sefer Chemdas Yamim

presents a kabbalistic
reason for eating fruits on Tu B’Shevat. The sefer
acknowledges that the Tu B'Shevat seder is not
mentioned in the writings of the Arizal or Rav
Chaim Vital, but he says that nevertheless, eating
fruits is a “tikkun nifla in nigleh and nistar.” He
remarks that Tu B’Shevat occurs during the period
of Shovavim, which is a time for tikkunim. It is
possible that Chemdas Yamim intended the seder
exclusively for residents of Eretz Yisrael.

Many gedolei Yisrael did not accept the Sefer Chemdas Yamim
and therefore did not practice the various tikkunim that Chemdas
Yamim introduced. Specifically regarding Tu B'Shevat, these
tikkunim are mentioned neither by the Chida nor by others who
usually do quote Chemdas Yamim. Perhaps this is because Zohar
and Arizal make no mention of it.

[Another example of an Ashkenazi minhag that was later
introduced to Sefardim is the minhag of tashlich].

Other minhagim have also become popular in
recent generations. These include eating the esrog
(jelly) from Sukkos, davening for a beautiful esrog for the coming
year, making a shehecheyanu on a new fruit, and eating bokser,
charuvim (carob). Interestingly, the two fruits mentioned by
name in the Gemaras discussing Tu B’Shevat (Rosh Hashana 15)
are the esrog and the charuv.
When partaking of the fruits on Tu B’Shevat, one should be
mindful of the various halachos of berachos and tola’im.
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