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The Korban of the Future

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

Rashi and Ibn Ezra (Tzefaniah 1:17) note that the Arabic word for
meat is lahm, as we find in Arabic today [(WJ]. Clearly, this Arabic word
is related to the Hebrew word lehem; notably, however, the Hebrew
word lehem translates as bread, not meat. Rav Yechiel Yaakov Weinberg
cites Dr. E. Landau... that historically, since the Arabs were a nomadic
people... they couldn’t subsist off the land; the sustenance of the
Arabs came by necessity from hunting game and eating the meat. By
contrast, Bnei Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael, living a settled lifestyle, were able
to establish an agricultural society and grow their food. Based on this
historical divergence, the root lehem came to have a different meaning in
Hebrew than in Arabic. (Alim Parshas Shelach 5782)

The final statement in Mishnayos Zevachim is in the
name of Rabi Yehudah, who says that menachos
were not offered on a bamah. The Gemara (119b) derives this
from a pasuk. Perhaps there is also a logical explanation for this.
In the above-cited article, I have argued that “A sacrifice must
be offered from man’s most basic staple food. Before Bnei Yisrael
settled in their own land — while they were nomadic wanderers
in the desert — it was only natural that a sacrifice would be of
flesh and blood. But when they would finally settle in their own
land and establish an agricultural society, the Torah {in Parshas
Shelach} added something to the already existing sacrifice.
Specifically, they would also bring nesachim, which consisted of
flour, oil, and wine.”

A minchah is produced from fine flour and oil - agricultural
products. Offering it as a sacrifice presupposes settled life,
land ownership, and an economy rooted in farming. For such a
society, the minchah represents the ideal sacrifice. But it is not
the appropriate korban for an unsettled society. During the era
of bamos, when Bnei Yisrael had not yet fully settled the land,
or when they became unsettled through Philistine conquest and
destruction, there were no menachos.

The allowance of offering korbanos on a bamah is contingent on
“nYnan YR1 NNKD YX NRY TV 0nXa XY 3.7 Only during the eras in
which the Bnei Yisroel were not fully settled were they allowed
to offer sacrifices on a bamah. During these time periods, they
resembled nomadic tribes more than a nation settled in the land,
and therefore menachos did not reflect their main staple.

Perhaps this can explain why Kayin’s offering was rejected.
Right after the earth was cursed man was expelled from the
land, Kayin brought the produce of the earth as a sacrificial
offering. It was not the right time for that. Hevel understood
this and brought the appropriate sacrifice for that time. Kayin
was rebuffed. His punishment perfectly fit the crime: “If you till
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the soil, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. You shall become a
ceaseless wanderer on earth.”

In one of the final prophecies in Tanach—words recited
multiple times daily at the conclusion of Shemoneh Esrei—
Malachi (3:4) tells of a time in the future: “n73° nnan N2 N2
n°InTR 0°1Y91 021 s 0w - Then the minchah of Yehudah and
Yerushalayim shall be pleasing to Hashem as in the days of yore and
in the years of old.”

The Chidah (Chomas Anach ibid.) explains that the minchah
is closely tied to Yehudah and Yerushalayim because only as
long as the Mikdash stood, and bamos were not allowed, were
menachos brought; without Yehudah and Yerushalayim, there
are no menachos.

Perhaps there is another explanation why there
is no minchah on a bamabh.

The Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim III:46) explains that the
purpose of korbanos is to distance the human heart from avodah
zarah. Since the Egyptians and Chaldeans worshipped cattle
and sheep, the Torah commanded that precisely these animals
be slaughtered for the sake of Hashem. False beliefs, which are
illnesses of the soul, are cured only through their opposite.

The Ramban sharply disagrees. Both on the level of pshat
and on the level of kabbalah, he insists that korbanos are an end
in themselves, not merely a therapeutic concession meant to
uproot mistaken beliefs. They are not a response to idolatry, but
a positive avodah with intrinsic meaning. (See my Hebrew article
in Alim, Vayikra 5783.)

Rav Meir Simcha HaKohen (Meshech Chochmah, introduction
to Vayikra) offers a striking reconciliation between these two
approaches. He suggests that each is correct—but in a different
context. The Rambam is correct with respect to korbanos brought
on a bamah, while the Ramban is correct regarding the korbanos
of the Beis HaMikdash. The korbanos offered on a bamah were
intended only to wean the people from idolatry. By contrast, the
korbanos of the Mikdash were meant to unite the worlds and
effect deep metaphysical repair.

It is likely that there never existed an idolatrous practice of
offering menachos. If this assumption is correct, it can explain
why there are no menachos on a bamah. In the absence of an
existing idolatrous practice, there is no role for a minchah within
the framework of the bamah.

This, too, may be read into the words of Malachi. In the future,
when all idolatrous practices will be eradicated, the minchah—
devoid of any avodah zarah association—will emerge as the
primary korban as it was in the days of yore and in the years of old
when no idols existed (See Malbim to Malachi, ad loc.).
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