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Winter Geese

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

One of the prominent Baalei Hatosafos,
Rabbeinu Yehudah Hachassid of Regensburg (1140-1217), wrote
an extensive sefer for pious individuals titled “Sefer Chassidim.” It
consists of hundreds of simanim and discusses many activities
that can result in physical or spiritual harm. More well-known is
the tzavaah of Rabbeinu Yehudah Hachassid, printed at the
beginning of most new editions of Sefer Chassidim. In his tzavaah
of 56 simanim, Rabbeinu Yehudah Hachassid entreats his
descendants to refrain from certain activities. He famously
advises against taking a haircut on Rosh Chodesh; taking a
daughter in-law with the same name as the mother-in-law; two
brothers marrying two sisters, etc.! Some of the more fascinating
and unknown practices of the tzavaah will be
discussed in a future article, Iy"h.

Most practices of Rabbeinu

Yehudah Hachassid are not
codified in the Shulchan Aruch. However, an
interesting practice observed by some shochtim
is. Rema in Hilchos Shechitah (YD 11:4) cites
Tashbetz (#555) in the name of Rabbeinu
Yehudah Hachassid and states: Some shochtim
are careful not to shecht geese [some also
include in this custom ducks and swans] in the months of Teves
and Shevat without partaking from it. They have a tradition that
during these two months, a shochet who shechts a goose at a
certain hour and doesn’t eat from it is in great danger. Shochtim
generally ate from the heart, liver, or leg of the goose. Rema is
quoted by many later poskim, including the Tevuos Shor, the
accepted sefer on hilchos shechitah.

The Taz (YD 117:6) cites a different tradition
in the name of Rabbeinu Yehudah Hachassid. According to an old
sefer (kovetz yoshon), the danger exists only on Rosh Chodesh
Teves (as well as Rosh Chodesh Iyar and Elul), only when it falls on
a Monday or Wednesday. Another version applies the danger only
to the fifteenth of Teves on a Sunday (as it comes out this year).
Yet another version says it applies to the eighth of Teves. Contrary
to Rema’s opinion, according to the tradition cited in Taz, the
danger applies not only to the shochet but also to those who
partake of the goose.

Rav Yaakov Emden, in his siddur (Shaar Hagay, Chodesh Shevat
#5, #10), quotes directly from the tzavaah of Rabbeinu Yehudah
Hachassid (#41), where only the month of Shevat is mentioned. He
also states, based on Tashbetz, that one should not eat geese at all
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on the eighth of Shevat (some versions read the fifth of Shevat).

The discrepancies between the months mentioned by the
respective sources are great. Perhaps this is because dangerous
times are generally associated with the solar calendar (such as
the tekufah). A solar date can coincide with any day in the Jewish
month of that season. Possibly, since the unknown pertinent solar
date can fall anytime within the months of Teves and Shevat, the
poskim restricted the entire two-month span.

In this week's parshah, Yocheved hid Moshe Rabbeinu for
three months, as it says °’n nwHw 1moxm. The Zohar (Volume 2,
Shemos 12a) explains that this refers to the three months in which
the world is subject to harsh judgment: Tammuz, Av, and Teves.
However, some editions of Zohar specify Tammuz, Av, and Shevat.
The first version is understandable as churban occurred in these
months; therefore, it is the more accepted version. Rav Yaakov
Emden (Shaar Yechonyah, Chodesh Teves #6)
cites both versions and assumes that Shevat
is also a harsh time, perhaps because it is the
coldest of the months.

In his Sefer Pleisi

(Y.D. 11:5), Rav
Yonasan condemns observance of any of these
practices, comparing them to the ways of the
Emori. Since they are devoid of logic and
nature, it is forbidden to be concerned with
them. Observing them is also a violation of “Tamim tihyeh”
(Devarim 14:12). Pleisi then explains why Rabbeinu Yehudah
Hachassid was concerned. In the time of Rabbeinu Yehudah
Hachassid, sorcery was common. A specific practice of witchcraft
involved the use of geese. Rokeach adds that at the time, people
stopped eating geese entirely because they had been an object of
sorcery. Since this is no longer relevant, one need not be
concerned. Aruch Hashulchan (YD 11:11) follows Pleisi’s psak.

The Gemara (Brachos 57a) says that one who sees a

goose in a dream can look forward to wisdom, as a
goose sings or quacks to everyone. Maharsha (Sotah 48a) explains
that the goose’s sound is compared to the sound of Torah. Pri
Megadim (in sefer Notrikun) adds that the undomesticated goose
(120 ™R) in Perek Shirah sings when it hears Klal Yisrael learning
Torah.

1. Rabbeinu Yehudah Hachassid is not to be confused with Reb Yehudah Hachassid who
inspired a group of European Jews to settle in Eretz Yisrael in the early 17th century.
Although it’s assumed that Reb Yehudah Hachassid had good intentions, some of his
followers ultimately abandoned Yiddishkeit. A century later, the famous “Reb Yehudah
Hachassid Churva” shul was named after him, but it is unrelated to the rishon Rabbeinu
Yehudah Hachassid. See Meshichei Sheker Umisnagdehem (pg. 682-686) by Rav Binyamin
Shlomo Hamburger.
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