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Fateful Break

“)121 NYIDY NWYR TWKR NX AXIN ANY...ATH oYY mMyan nnd”

Rav Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky zt”l explains, that when
tzaros intensify and times become especially difficult, that
is a sign that the geulah is at hand. When the suffering
increases, the yeshuah is close. When Moshe asked why
Hashem caused Bnei Yisrael’s misery to intensify, Hashem
answered, “NY19Y NWYX TWR NX XN ANY” — specifically
now, when the suffering has reached its peak, the time has
come for geulah b’yad chazakah.

This is the meaning of the pasuk “wo1 nm1T D'PYR HX IR
sy 11nn” (Tehillim 62:2). When middas hadin is visited
upon a person and his tzaros multiply, “wo1 1'm17” — his
soul waits in silent hope, knowing
“ny1w> 1mn,” that Hashem will
bring salvation from the tzarah
itself.

Over a hundred years ago, two
wealthy Strauss brothers, Isadore
and Nathan (at some point
the owners of Macy’s), lived in
America. They were renowned
as great philanthropists
and generous supporters of
institutions established in Eretz
Yisrael. Nathan Strauss donated
the funds for the founding of Netanya, which was named
after him. He was also a partner in establishing the hospital
on Strauss Street in Yerushalayim.

The leaders of the Old Yishuv in Yerushalayim requested
that the Strauss brothers assist in maintaining the city’s
charitable institutions. Describing the difficult economic
situation of Yerushalayim’s residents, they asked for their
help in establishing a soup kitchen where the poor families
of the city could receive a hot meal. The bleak description
touched Nathan Strauss’s heart deeply, but his brother
Isadore refused to allocate money for this purpose.

Nathan Strauss decided to donate on his own, from
his personal funds. He requested to be informed when
the construction of the soup kitchen was completed. He
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Strauss Soup Kitchen

wished to come to Yerushalayim and see with his own eyes
the enterprise that had been built with his money.

Several months later, the askanim joyfully informed him
that the construction was complete; they invited him to
participate in the chanukas habayis. Although he hadn’t
donated, Isadore joined Nathan on this trip. After visiting
Eretz Yisrael, they planned to continue on to England for
a business meeting and return to the United States from
there.

Upon arriving in Eretz Yisrael, the brothers traveled to
Yerushalayim. When they reached the soup kitchen and
saw the hundreds of poor people eating there, Nathan
Strauss was deeply moved and expressed great satisfaction
that his money had been used for this lofty purpose. His
brother Isadore, however, did not
share the pain of Yerushalayim’s
poverty-stricken  inhabitants.
On the contrary, he expressed
revulsion at the sight and did not
conceal his disdain for the poor
of the city.

As they left the soup kitchen,
Nathan Strauss stumbled on the
steps, fell to the ground, and
broke his ankle. His hosts hurried
to bring him to the hospital,
where it was determined that
the fracture was serious and that he would have to remain
hospitalized for several days. Nathan Strauss was deeply
distressed. Due to his injury he would be forced to miss
the business meeting in London; he would also miss his
chance to return to New York on the luxurious ship on
which he had booked passage for an enormous sum. His
brother continued on his journey as planned.

Several weeks later, the bitter news arrived. The ship on
which Nathan Strauss had been scheduled to sail to New
York — the Titanic — had sunk in the middle of the sea,
and his brother, who was on it, had perished together with
many others.

Aside from the fact that his tzedakah saved his life in the
most literal sense, the very tzarah saved him from death.
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