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Chesed is the Linchpin

Yaakov Avinu had a hand in
the building of the Mishkan in two ways. The boards of
the Mishkan (kerashim) were made of atzei shittim, acacia
wood, which Yaakov brought along and replanted when
he descended to Mitzrayim (Rashi 26:15 in the name
of Tanchuma). The briach hatichon, the middle bar that
penetrated the walls of the Mishkan and connected all
the kerashim was made from Yaakov's staff (Daas Zekeinim
miBaalei Tosafos 25:5 in the name of the Midrash).

The Gemara (Yoma 75b) states that peddlers in the
vicinity of Bnei Yisrael's encampment sold them various
items. Why did the wood have to be brought from Eretz
Canaan to Mitzrayim by Yaakov and then to the midbar
by his descendants? Couldn’t Bnei Yisrael have purchased
cedar wood from passing merchants?

The kerashim could not be placed horizontally or upside
down; they had to be erected vertically, in the direction
they had grown. The Imrei Emes of Gur explains that if
Bnei Yisrael would have bought the wood from peddlers,
they would not have known in which direction it had
grown. The trees had to be homegrown by Yaakov Avinu so
that Bnei Yisrael could keep track of their growth.

The boards of the Mishkan were marked with letters to
indicate the proper spot for each board, since the kerashim
were always required to stand at the same location. A board
from the northern side of the Mishkan could not be placed
on the southern side, and vice versa (Maseches Shabbos).

The halachos of the kerashim make it clear that no
flexibility was allowed with regard to the atzei shittim.
Atzei shittim itself is an inflexible material.

The Gemara (Taanis 20a) contrasts the curse of Achiyah

nﬂqw "IND Rav Shneur's Innocence
As a bachur learning in Beth
Medrash Govoha, Rabbi Aryeh Lopiansky once rode in a
car together with the rosh yeshivah, Rav Shneur Kotler
zt”], who sat next to the driver, and the mashgiach,
Rav Nosson Wachtfogel zt”l, who sat in the back
with him.

During the conversation between Rav Shneur
and Rav Nosson, the name of Rav Yosef Begun
hy’d came up. Rav Begun was the author of Yalkut
Yedios Ha'emes and was a communal activist in
pre—-War Europe. Rav Nosson mentioned that
while studying in the Mirrer Yeshiva, Rav Begun
had established a “locker” system for the benefit of the
talmidim. In this locker, bachurim could purchase items
such as shoelaces and buttons and leave the payment in a
box inside. Eventually, however, the locker was found to be

Rav Yosef Begun hy’d

Hashiloni with the blessing of Bilam. Achiyah cursed Bnei
Yisrael that they should sway as a reed — hardly flattering.
Yet the reed bends with the wind and, once it passes, stands
upright again. Bilam, by contrast, blessed them that they
should be like a Erez tree — outwardly a compliment, for
no ordinary wind can make it budge. But Chazal note that
the Erez's very rigidity is its undoing: when a sufficiently
powerful gust comes, it does not bend. It cracks. Yeshayahu
(41:19) identifies the inflexible erez with shitah wood. In
contrast, the briach hatichon was the most flexible piece of
wood in history. It was able to twist and turn along with
the bends of the Mishkan. The rod was inserted in one side,
and it extended until the opposite end, running through
the northern, western, and southern sides of the Mishkan
and bending at every corner. Although it was made of the
same shitah wood, it was positioned horizontally.

Yaakov Avinu had two names: 2py?, whose root is “apy—
twist,” and Y8, derived from “1w>—straight.”

Yaakov embodied the fusion of these two middos. On one
hand, he personified middas hachessed, allowing flexibility
and bending for another. This middah was represented by
his staff, as it says, “Katonti m’kol hachassadim... ki b'makli
avarti es haYarden hazeh,” (Bereishis 32:11).

Yaakov also represents yashrus, uprightness, as seen
from his name Yisrael.

According to Targum Yonasan (26:28), the briach hatichon
was made of the eshel planted by Avraham. The eshel was
symbolic of Avraham, the epitome of chessed.

Avraham was the pillar of chessed; Yitzchak was the pillar
of avodah and gevurah. The Mishkan was based primarily
on the middah of gevurah, the amud ha'avodah of Yitzchak,
represented by the rigid atzei shittim. Still, it was held
together by the briach hatichon, the middas hachessed.

losing money and was shut down.

Upon hearing this, Rav Shneur remarked that he could not
understand why the locker was losing money. Rav Nosson
did not respond; instead, he turned his face toward Rabbi
Lopiansky. Rabbi Lopiansky noticed that he was
blushing slightly, with a faint smile and a twinkle in
his eye.

His message was clear: “You and I know why the
locker was losing money. Among the hundreds
of talmidim in the illustrious Mirrer Yeshivah,
some—subject to human frailty—did not live up
to what was expected of them and failed to deposit
what they owed. Rav Shneur is such an eidele Yid,
with such profound respect for people and especially for
bnei Torah, that he cannot fathom that someone would
not pay. That is why he is baffled.”

Heard from Harav Aryeh Leib Lopiansky

Readers of Me'or Hazayis can submit stories about the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shneur zt"], for publication in upcoming editions.




