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This megillah is now available as a specialty
item for over $15,000. Rav Shalom Kaplan (a sofer in Lakewood)
explained to me that such a megillah requires a lot of extra klaf (and
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letters as a standard kulmus is not that large. As a result, the price
for such a megillah is up to four times the price of a regular megillah.

In general, one should give priority to tefillin and mezuzos,
mitzvos d Oraysa that are fulfilled on a daily basis.
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A $15,000 Megillah

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Standard sifrei Torah contain (at least) 42 lines per

column, in line with Maseches Sofrim (see Rema Y.D.
275:6). According to some rishonim
(See Shut Maharam ben Baruch (#66)
and Sefer HaTerumah quoted in
Kolbo), a megillah is like a sefer Torah
and should also contain 42 lines (see
illustration). Traditionally, however,
megillos are considerably shorter
than sifrei Torah, containing only
between 18 and 28 lines.

Either way, this poses a problem to the writing of the aseres
bnei Haman. The Gemara (Megillah 16b) says that the aseres
bnei Haman should be written in shirah format: in two parallel
columns with the names on one side and the word v'es on the
other side. According to the simple reading of the Yerushlami
(Megillah 3:7), cited in Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 691:6), the aseres bnei
Haman must take up an entire column, from top to bottom. This
column would thus contain only eleven lines. Sofrim therefore
accustomed themselves to writing these words in a bigger
font, so they should take up the entire
page. Alternatively, they could increase
the spaces between the lines (see
illustration of a 17th century megillah),
but some poskim were unhappy with
this approach as it causes each line to
seem like a new parshah.

The Gra (ibid. and in Maaseh Rav #243) opposed
this custom. He argued that one cannot enlarge
letters without a mesorah. The Gra interpreted the Yerushalmi’s
ruling to mean that the two words on each line must be at the two
ends of the column. Thus the word ish would be written at the
beginning of the line and the word ves at the end. Chasam Sofer
(O.C. siman 189-190) agrees with the Gra and cites this in the name
of Rav Zalman Emreich as well. Rav Dovid of Novardok (Galya
Masechta) brilliantly suggests that ish in this context doesn’t mean
the word ish, but rather refers to the names of Haman’s sons.
Accordingly, the column of the aseres bnei Haman has the same
number of lines as all other columns. The Gra and the Chasam
Sofer both preferred to have the ten sons of Haman written
towards the bottom of the column (although, according to
Minhagei Chasam Sofer Hosafos perek 9, #7, it wasn’t so in the
Chasam Sofer’s megillah). See also Daas Sofer (#127).

A 42 line megilla with aseres bnei
Haman in a single column
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Minhag Ashkenaz

A Mesorah Throughout The Generations.
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Despite the opposition of the Gra and Chasam

Sofer, who called the minhag a shibush (error),
the minhag of enlarging the names of the ten sons of Haman
remained. In fact, it is impossible to find a megillah today in
which the ten sons of Haman are not written in its own column,
as the majority of poskim ardently defend this minhag.

In aresponse to the son of the Noda B'Yehudah, Rav Yaakov’ke,
Rav Efrayim Zalman Margulies (Teshuvos Beis Efrayim O.C. #69-
70) clarifies that there is no issue with the minhag ha'olam. Even
considering the Gra’s interpretation of the Yerushalmi, the larger
letters are not a problem, since the whole column is written this
way. Lacking a mesorah is only a problem when enlarging one
letter.

The Chayei Adam (in Nishmas Adam) writes that although one
can rely on the Gra in all matters, in this case, his interpretation
of the Yerushalmi is not the straightforward one. At the same
time, Chayei Adam suggests a method that satisfies both
opinions: enlarging the height of the letters without widening
them. This is not against the mesorah.

The Shaar HaTzion (691:16) acknowledges the two opinions
but doesn’t rule definitively. The minhag notwithstanding, one
who follows the opinion of the Gra is yotzei b'dieved.

Close to a century later, Rav Eliezer Landau

(Damesek Eliezer, in his peirush on the Gra)
and Maharil Diskin suggested an approach to satisfy both views.
In a megillah in which each column contains eleven lines, the ten
sons of Haman could take up an entire column without enlarging
the words. Ironically, this is called the “Gaon Megillah” by some,
as it was made to accommodate the opinion of the Gra, yet the
Gra himself did not have an eleven-line megillah, as he was not
concerned with the minhag ha'olam.

With the innovation of the eleven-line megillah, a

new problem arose. In a sefer Torah, the top and
bottom margins (gilyonos) have a minimum shiur. The space
between the edge of the klaf and the ksav must be the width of
three fingers at the top; at the bottom, four fingers (see Shulchan
Aruch Y.D. 273:1). Assuming the same is true for a megillah, the
margins of an eleven-line megillah would be disproportionate to
the ksav.

Accordingly, the Chazon Ish instructed that all words (not
only the aseres bnei Haman) in an eleven-line megillah should be
written a large font.

In summary, the eleven-line megillah is a relatively recent idea,
innovated to satisfy both the minhag haolam and the opinion of
the Gra. The larger kiaf (gilyonos) and large font for the entire
megillah is based on the Chazon Ish’s chumrah.
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