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Right is Left

Rav Dessler, in a shmuess in sefer Michtav M’Eliyahu (vol.
1, p. 75) entitled Michtav Bdvar Emunas Chachamim, points
out that the concept of emunas chachamim is at the very
heart of the miracle of Purim, and the story of Megillas
Esther.

The events in the Megillah did not take place in quick
succession. Afullnineyearselapsedbetween Achashverosh’s
banquet and the Jewish victories
against their enemies, including
Haman’s execution. At the
beginning of the story, it seemed
obvious to the people that their
leader, Mordechai, was making
wrong decisions for them. And for
nine long years, the people seemed
to be correct. Only at the end of the
story, did the truth of Mordechai’s
actions come to light.

When Achashverosh invited the
Jews to his royal banquet, many of them said: “This king
is a madman. Who knows what he will do if provoked? It’s
dangerous not to go.” But Mordechai Hatzaddik gave forth
his ruling: “We are not permitted to go. Going to the party
may not entail any specific issur, but it is nevertheless
forbidden.” The people felt that Mordechai was being
unwise, and that his ruling was reckless. So they went to
the banquet, and all was well. Or so it seemed...

The scene repeated itself when Haman rose to power and
everyone was commanded to bow to him. Everyone did —
except for Mordechai. Again, the people told Mordechai,
“You are being rash, you are inciting Haman’s wrath!
He’s going to take revenge for what you're doing.” But, as
the pasuk (Esther 3:2) says: ninAy» X921 ¥127 XY 27101 —
Mordechai would not bow and would not prostrate himself.

And what happened? Exactly what the people had
predicted, Haman was enraged. He planned his murderous
revenge to wipe out the Jewish nation. And the people
must have thought, “Mordechai is a talmid chacham and a
tzaddik, but he’s not politically correct. He doesn’t know
how to live in this world. Oy, why didn’t we force him to
bow to Haman?”

When the Jews of Shushan attended Achashverosh’s
banquet, no immediate repercussions were evident.
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Rav Dessler Zatzal

But the sin of Wimwnx %Y inTwon 103, of partaking in
Achashverosh’s wanton feast, was actually the catalyst
of Haman’s terrible decree of annihilation. Mordechai’s
refusal to bow and the public opposition to his action were
a classic example of YXnY XY 1’ Yp. The people were
convinced that they knew what was “right,” and indeed, to
alloutward appearances,itseemed thattheyhadanaccurate
perception of the events. Mordechai’s refusal incited
Haman just as they had predicted.

But, as we read in the Megillah
(Esther 4:1): 7R 92 NX YT *271
nYy1 — And Mordechai knew all
that had occurred.

Mordechai knew the truth.
Chazal refer to gedolim as einei
ha'eidah — the eyes of the people.
They have a certain vision that
allowsthemtoseewhatothersdon’t
see. And, Rav Dessler suggests, it
was Mordechai’s mesirus nefesh not
to bow to Haman that repaired the
damage done when the Jews were not moser nefesh to stay
away from the feast.

Throughout the nine years, the people thought,
“Mordechai is a great tzaddik, a wonderful person, but he
doesn’t know how to live in the real world. We can’t follow
his advice.” Suddenly, at the end, they realized that what
they thought was the problem was, in fact, the solution.
What they thought caused the churban, 13’ X% *>77m,
brought the geulah. What they understood to have caused
the tzarah was really the hatzalah that saved them.

What was the end of the story?

Rav Dessler explains: The terror of Haman’s decree
brought the Jews to teshuvah, and they re-evaluated
their loyalty to their gadol, Mordechai. When Mordechai
devised his plan of action, which entailed a national three-
day period of fasting and prayer, the Jews followed his
lead wholeheartedly. It was this teshuvah and loyalty which
brought about the awesome hatzalah and the eternal day
of " VY1 NNAY N7IX AN DT,

The nes of Purim teaches us that when we listen to
gedolim, we will not be misled. That’s the greatest strength
of a Yid. When we discuss emunah, we need to internalize
that emunas chachamim is an integral part of emunah.

(Life’s Ladder — Machon Aleh Zayis)
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