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הסכמת הג"ר העניך שחר שליט"א
רב קהל אור טוביה, ראש מתיבתא אורחות צבי ווערעצקי ליקווד

בס"ד

מוצאי צום העשירי תשפ"ו

ברגשי שמחה אתכבד למסור דברי ברכה לכבוד ידידי הנעלה הרה"ג 

ר' שאול שליט"א אשר מוכן להביא לדפוס מאמריו שמוסר לתלמידיו 

מידי שבוע לשבוע.

ובודאי  שמים  יראת  שמלא  המחבר  לב  מרגשי  באין  הן  אלו  מאמרים 

הקדושה  התורה  במעלות  לעלות  רגש  התלמידים  בלבבות  מעורב 

ללמוד ולשמור ולעשות בקדושה וטהרה ובנועם המדות. אשרי חלקו.

שירגיש  הגונים  תלמידים  ועוד  עוד  להעמיד  שימשיך  לברכו  אסיים 

ויתברך בכל מילי דמיטב ולא ימוש  הנעימות בתורה הקדושה ודרכי', 

התורה מפיו ומזרעו וזרע זרעו, וגם לרבות תלמידיו, עד עולם.

הכותב וחותם לכבוד התורה ומרביצי'

העניך שחר
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Introduction

With endless feelings of הטוב הברת to Hashem, I am
honored to present this first edition of יקר“ אבני ,"ספר
Precious Stones.

For the past almost 13 years, בלע"ה I've had the great
zchus to present weekly divrei Torah to the chushuva parent
body of Yeshiva Even Yisroel, as well as sending the divrei
Torah as an email to many loyal readers.

I sincerely thank the many people over the years; rebbeim
and parents of Yeshiva Even Yisroel, rabbonim,
mechanchim, family, and friends who have commented
positively. Many have even encouraged and requested that
the divrei Torah be published. Many have shared that these
divrei Torah have been a mainstay of their Shabbos table,
and many educators have shared from these divrei Torah in
their classrooms.

Above all, I thank Hashem for blessing me with a
beautiful family, בלע"ה who provide constant encouragement
for this endeavor and for everything connected to Yeshiva
Even Yisroel.

The divrei Torah found in Precious Stones attempt to
highlight relevant and practical lessons, many "chinuch"
related and many connected to other areas of avodoas
Hashem.

The divrei Torah include many taken from the classic
Rishonim and Achronim, but not necessarily found in many
of the fine sefer likutim, as many of the insights are more
nuanced and easy to miss. Additionally, there are many
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times that I've been zoche to share thoughts that Hashem,
in His great kindness, has given to me as what seems to be
original thoughts.

My dear friend of many decades, and an accomplished
talmid chochom, Harav Asher Dicker shlita, has reviewed all
the divrei Torah to ensure that they are acceptable for the
discerning eye. I can't thank him enough for his time,
patience, and always keen insight.

I thank my sons, Reb Yitzchok shlita and Reb Asher
Shlita, who have taken upon themselves the responsibility to
see this project completed and published.

Special thanks to my brother-in-law and sister, Mr. and
Mrs. Yidel and Lauren Eisenberger for their constant
support and for generously sponsoring this publication.

I am constantly humbled by the extraordinary efforts my
שתחי' חיל אשת relentlessly invests for our family, Yeshiva
Even Yisroel, and for me personally to devote my efforts to
grow in Torah and yiras Shamayim, and for the success of
the talmidim, rabbeim, and parents of Yeshiva Even Yisroel.

Shaul Aryeh Zelinger

תשפ"ו חנוכה ערב
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בראשית פרשת

21

Begin with Love

A
close friend related a fascinating insight, which he heard
from one of his 6th grade talmidim in the name of Harav
Moshe Rabinowitz zt”l מנהל) of Mesivta Keren Hatorah).

One of the first comments of התורהעלרש''י is the famous words
of חז''ל that the word בראשית" "alludes to the fact that Hashem
created the world ב(שביל)“ ”ראשית “because of ישראלבני who are
called .“ראשית“ Rav Moshe Rabinowitz pointed out that Hashem
declares His great love towards us not only at the beginning of
,בראשית but rather it is hinted to at the very beginning of each and
every one of the five !חומשים

שמותחומש begins with Rashi’s comment comparing the בני
ישראל to the stars, in a loving manner. ויקראחומש begins with
Rashi stating that the word “ויקרא“ connotes a loving call which
preceded every meeting that Hashem had with רבינו.משה חומש
במדבר begins with Hashem counting ישראלבני yet again, “for one
counts again and again things that he loves.” And finally חומש
דברים begins with מוסר which was spoken "ברמיזה" (with hints) to
protect the כבוד of ישראלבני . This is an amazing observation in
and of itself, but I’d like to focus on one lesson among the many to
be gleaned from this insight.

Each one of the first four חומשים contain episodes which reflect
shortfalls of ישראלבני . Nevertheless, the next חומש always begins
with reaffirming Hashem’s original love towards ישראלבני .
Whatever transpired previously was dealt with, and moving forward
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the most important thing to know is that Hashem’s love for us is
enduring and without bounds.

As we commence another new year, we can follow in Hashem’s
ways and reaffirm the love we feel towards those who depend on us
and the relationships which are most important to us.

Good Intentions but Bad
Chinuch

I
n בראשית פרשת we are introduced to two people named .חנוך
They were presumably named by parents with similar idealistic
passions for raising a child with a stellar חינוך but the destiny

of their progeny could not have been more far apart.
קין named his son .חנוך ספרים explain that קין wished to provide

for his son a good ,חינוך and even went so far as to name a city
after his son, ,חנוך which also points to the importance with which
קין viewed this endeavor. However, tragically, the children and
grandchildren of קיןבןחנוך rebelled terribly against Hashem and
they were eventually wiped out by the .מבול
,חנוך the father of מתושלח and great-grandfather of ,נח of course

enjoyed tremendous success in the חינוך of his family, and our
existence today is thanks to those efforts many thousands of years
ago. So what did this חינוך get 'right' that the other one did not?
What went wrong with s’קין ;חינוך why didn't his mentoring and
guidance result in upstanding refined progeny?

The pasuk itself, as understood by Chazal, offers the answer to
this question. The pasuk states “ ד'קיןויצא מלפני ”, קין“ went out
from before Hashem”. Chazal interpret this to mean that קין
intentionally left Hashem's presence and distanced himself from
connection with Him. Yes, he wanted to provide a good ,חינוך but
on his own terms, not with the ideals and disciplines demanded by
Hashem's protocols of .חינוך

But with regard to ,חנוך the zaida of ,נח the pasuk says ויתהלך“
האלקיםאתחנוך ”, חנוך“ walked with Hashem”. חנוך submitted
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himself totally to the will of Hashem, without any personal agendas
in the mix. Obviously s’חנוך method of חינוך was a recipe for
success.

Take for example the beautiful Yom Tov of Succos. Imagine a
family that wishes to provide a wonderful Simchas Yom Tov
experience for their children. They fly off to some hotel for the days
of Chol Hamoed that doesn't have a ,סוכה but of course they are
very careful not to eat any bread outside the .סוכה The father
models for his children how meticulous he is with halacha, making
sure during all their excur-sions to provide ”שהכל“ types of meals.
And of course wherever they go they are cautioned to conduct
themselves in a manner that will create a ה'קידוש . It is a very nice
חינוך indeed. Just not the one prescribed by the Torah. Hashem says
to be מחנך our families for seven days in a סוכה and spend as much
time there as possible. We are well advised not to “check out” from
Hashem's Yom Tov with better, more original ideas of where else to
“check in”. Hashem's prescription for good חינוך will indeed endure
and those who try their best to follow it will forever be fortunate.

May we all be zoche to follow the directives set forth by the Torah
and keep the connection of “ ה'לפני ” with us always. By doing so,
we will surely enjoy the nachas of seeing צדיקיםבניםובניבנים .

Not Everything is אסור

W
hat was the very first tactic in history employed by the
הרע ?יצר
The very first words spoken by the נחש (the הרעיצר )

to חוה were “ הגןעץמכלתאכלולאאלקיםאמרכיאף ” “Is it true
that Hashem commanded not to eat from any of the garden's fruit?”

Now, רש''י points out that the נחש saw them already eating other
fruits of the garden, but nevertheless he raised this question as a
way of engaging the woman in conversation. This, then, was his first
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tactic—engage in conversation. Once conversation begins, the יצר
הרע will seek an opening to pry his way in .רח"ל

But the חיים)חפץלספר(הקדמה חייםחפץ highlights another
scheme of this first הרעיצר , and every הרעיצר that has followed.
The נחש attempted to create a perception that 'Everything is !אסור
All the fruit is prohibited, and therefore the מצוה is impossible to
abide by, unless you're ready to abstain from all worldly pleasures!'
The fact that this couldn't be any further from the truth doesn't stop
the הרעיצר from constantly trying to paint such a picture, no
matter the situation.

The attitude that best combats this הרעיצר is one that expresses
the notion that if Hashem commanded so, then it's obviously fully
compatible with our needs and abilities. And any voice that claims
otherwise should be immediately labeled as dangerous, evil and
destructive, and unworthy of our attention.

Indeed, a person who works to mold his attitudes in accordance
with the Torah's ideals, and makes Hashem's desire his own desire,
will find more and more that all his wants are not only permissible
but even noble and praiseworthy.


