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continued from page4  through maga (touching). However,
other Rishonim hold that a challal cherev that is an avi avos
hatumah can make a person or keli tamei even through ohel.
In their opinion, the keys, which are the level of the meis, can
transmit tumah through ohel.
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Taharah A person or keli that becomes tamei from a meis is
Process tamei for seven days and requires the sprinkling of
the parah adumah on days three and seven. After tevilah, they are
tahor for chullin. However, to be tahor for terumah, they require
ha'arev shemesh (nightfall).



In Aleh Sinai (Alim Yisro), Rav Kaufman
listed the nations who were offered the Torah
and rejected it, naming Ammon, Moav and Aram (in addition to
Yishmael and Eisav). He posited that they may have had a claim
to the Torah due to their relationship with Avraham, adding that
they would have perhaps been able to reject idolatry due to that
relationship. I would like to make two points. i
My rebbi, Rav Ezra Neuberger zt”], pointed out that,
under the radar, Terach plays an integral role in the
lineage of Klal Yisrael. Terach had two sons besides
for Avraham Avinu: Nachor and Haran. Nachor’s son
was Besuel, the father of Rivka Imeinu and Lavan,
the father of Rachel and Leah. Haran (Rashi Bereishis
11:30) was the father of Sarah Imeinu, as well as
Milkah (Besuel’s mother) and Lot. Lot was the father
of Ammon and Moav—the ancestor of Rus, Dovid
Hamelech, and ultimately Mashiach. We don’t know why Terach
was zocheh to be the “founding father” of Klal Yisrael, but the
Torah clearly presents him as such. He also noted that according
to the peshat of Bereishis 11:31, Terach initiated the family’s
journey from Ur Kasdim toward Eretz Canaan. This, perhaps,
hints to some latent greatness in him.
Rabbi Kaufman asserts that the other nations would not get
past the second of the Dibros because they were idol worshippers,

Tumas Meis
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Based on Daily Living in Mashiach’s Times
by Rabbi Shlomo Baruch Alon shlita

Meis, a dead body, is the highest level of tum'ah, which is called
avi avos hatum’ah, literally, “the father of the father of tumah.”
Any person or keli that becomes tamei from a meis is a t'mei meis.

Tumah from a meis is transmitted in three ways: 1. Ohel —
being under the same roof as the meis 2. Maga — touching 3.
Masa — lifting or moving.

T’mei A t'mei meis is a person or keli that became tamei from a
Meis  meis. At'meimeisis an av hatum'ah. Tum'ah is transmitted
from a t’'mei meis only through direct touch (maga).

Challal Challal cherev is a special halachah that applies only to
Cherev the tum'ah of meis and t'mei meis. While all other tum’os
transmit tumah in descending order, for instance, with an av
hatumah creating a rishon, not an av hatumah, meis and t'mei
meis can transfer their tumah on the same level. The term for
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Rabbi Chezky Green

The Bnei Yissaschar’s megillah
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but the Torah documents the idolatrous practices of Eisav and
Yishmael and their children. Why would the other nations be
more likely to reject the Torah than Eisav and Yishmael?

Yeohiel Sohreck, Ballinore

Regarding Rav Kaufman’s recent article in Alim (Terumah)
I concerning the eleven-line megillah.

I would like to bring to your attention a relevant
source found on page 195 of Great Jewish Treasures
by Rabbi Moshe Bamberger. The text features a
reproduction of the personal megillah of the Bnei
Yissaschar, which he authored using the eleven-line
format. He was niftar nearly thirty years prior to the
publication of the Damesek Eliezer, and he probably did
not seek to follow the opinion of the Gra.

Yisroel Meiie Kakan

Rav Kaufman responds: The Damesek Eliezer was the first to encourage the use
of an eleven-line megillah. The Bnei Yissaschar doesn’t write about it in his sefarim,
nor, to my knowledge, do his descendants, including the Minchas Elazar, discuss
this topic. Furthermore, this megillah has another issue: the gilyon (the empty part
on top and on bottom) is clearly wider than the ksav. This is a problem in a sefer
Torah. For this reason, the Chazon Ish required writing in a big font. It should be
noted that some eleven-line megillos do conform to the shiur gilyon of sifrei Neviim,
particularly to the smaller shiur of Rav Chaim Na'eh.

[Editor's note: For more on the Bnei Yissaschar's megillah see Kovetz Eitz
Chaim (Bobov 45, vol. 21, and the letters in vol. 22, 24).]

this is challal cherev. This means:

1. A keli that became tamei from a meis (either through ohel or
maga) is an avi avos hatum'ah. 2. A keli that became tamei from a
t'mei meis is an av hatum'ah.

This halachah applies when a keli touches a meis, or a keli
touches a person who is a t'mei meis. However, when a keli
touches a keli, or a person touches a person, the tumuah always
descends to the next level.

Devorah was in a room with a meis. Devorah is now an av hatum'ah, but her car

keys are avi avos hatum’ah. Devorah comes home and puts her keys on a table or

in a coat. The table or the coat now become an av hatum’'ah, and remain tamei for
seven days. Devorah’s husband Yanky takes the keys and... Yanky becomes an av
hatum’ah and is tamei for seven days. Yanky then goes to shul and touches a metal
shtender. The shtender also becomes an av hatum'ah and is tamei for seven days,
because it’s a keli that touched a t' mei meis. Then Moishy comes along and uses the
shtender. Moishy had a geshmake seder and was shaking back and forth. Moishy is
now a rishon, along with all the tables and chairs that the shtender touched while

Moishe was swaying back and forth.

In the above example, we described a case where the challal
cherev (the keys) touched the table. Some Rishonim hold that the
halachah of challal cherev applies only continued on page 3
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