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Haman the Amaleki?

Rav Yehuda Roth, Machon Aleh Zayis

Haman is introduced (Esther 3:1) as “Haman, the

son of Hamedasa the Agagi”. The Gemara (Megillah
12b) clearly identifies Haman as a descendant of Agag, king of
Amalek, who was spared by Shaul. However, in the genealogy
recorded in Maseches Soferim (13:6) and in Targum Sheni, his
ancestry is traced to Amalek, but Agag is not mentioned.

The Yerushalmi (Yevamos 2:6) asks: “KYx ,m°n XnTnn 12 °o1
771¥ 12 111¥—Was he the son of Hamedasa? Rather, he was an
oppressor, the son of an oppressor.” Apparently, the Yerushalmi
assumes that Haman was not literally from the family of Agag.

Yefeh Mareh explains that the Yerushalmi does not disagree
with the Bavli. Rather, it questions how Haman could have been
the literal son of Hamedasa and grandson of Agag, who lived
hundreds of years before the events of Purim.

Nachlas Yaakov (Maseches Soferim ibid.) and Alei Tamar
maintain that the Yerushalmi is following the position of
Maseches Soferim, and explains why the pasuk identifies Haman
as a descendant of Agag.

Rav Yerucham Fishel Perlow interprets the Yerushalmi simply:
Haman was not an Amaleki. Haman could not have been an
Amaleki; if he were, how could Mordechai and Esther benefit
from Haman’s property. Shaul was commanded to destroy
Amalek’s livestock, and Rashi (Devarim 25:19) and Rabbeinu
Bachya (Shemos 17:16) include the destruction of Amalek’s
material possessions in the mitzvah of eradicating Amalek. The
fact that Mordechai and Esther benefited from Haman’s material
possessions proves that Haman was not an Amaleki.

Rav Yerucham Perlow’s proof is not conclusive,

as he himself suggests alternative reasons why
Mordechai could have benefited from Haman’s property.
Additionally, his argument assumes that the Yerushalmi agrees
with Rashi and Rabbeinu Bachya. Yet Rambam (Melachim 5:5)
does not mention any obligation to destroy Amalek’s possessions.
He understood that Shaul received a specific command to do so,
but it does not apply to the general mitzvah.

More fundamentally, the claim that the mitzvah to eradicate
Amalek includes destroying all their possessions lacks a clear
source. Some point to Mechilta (Beshalach) as Rashi’s source, but
the Mechilta speaks only of Hashem’s promise that no remnant
of Amalek, even livestock, would remain. The Mechilta does
not claim that destroying livestock is part of the mitzvah of
mechiyas Amalek. And, if destroying possessions were intrinsic
to the mitzvah, why did David retain Amaleki livestock in his war
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against them? (See, however, my article in Alim, Korach 5785,
that David was not yet fully king. As implied by Sanhedrin 20b
and explicitly stated by most rishonim, the mitzvah to eradicate
Amalek applies only to a king).

Even Rashi only mentions the destruction of livestock, not
all material possessions. Rabbeinu Bachya appears to be the
only source for extending this mitzvah to include possessions,
yet a careful reading suggests otherwise; he speaks only of a
prohibition against benefiting from Amalek’s property, not a
mitzvah to destroy it. This prohibition stems from the nature
of the war as a milchemes Hashem—a war for Hashem—from
whose plunder no one may benefit.

The simple reading of the Yerushalmi may be

based on Divrei Hayamim (I 4:42), which recounts
that in the days of Chizkiyahu, five hundred men from Shevet
Shimon settled in Har Seir. Regarding these men (see Bava Basra
123b) the pasuk states, ponyY VYN NIRY NX 1211—they struck
the remnant of Amalek that had escaped.

Pseudo-Rashi and Radak explain that this refers to the
Amalekim who were not destroyed by Shaul and David. The
pasuk implies that all remaining Amalekim were destroyed in the
days Chizkiyahu and that the nation of Amalek ceased to exist.
Haman, therefore, could not have been an Amaleki.

This may also explain why the Rambam (ibid.) does not state
that Amalek’s identity was lost through Sancheriv’s population
transfers, as he does regarding the seven nations, because
Amalek had already been eradicated before Sancheriv’s time.

The Bavli, however, understood that Amalek

was not completely destroyed and that some
survivors remained, reappearing in the Purim story. Indeed, this
pattern of reemergence is a recurring feature in the narrative of
Amalek. Shaul destroys the entire nation of Amalek. Yet mere
months later, David battles Amalek (See my article in Alim,
Korach 5785, that this battle may have been several years later).
Even allowing for survivors, how was Amalek able to regroup so
quickly and attack David in Tziklag?

The Panim Yafos (Bamidbar 24:20) suggests that Amalek was
not a conventional nation with a defined territory. Rather it
was a loose confederation of individuals from various nations
who joined together. Throughout Tanach, the nation of Amalek
appears as a nomadic group, surfacing in different regions.

Perhaps this explains how Amalek was able to rebuild after
each war with Bnei Yisrael. As they traveled from place to place,
new members joined their ranks, allowing the nation to form
again even after defeat.
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