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Humanly Possible

Moshe descends Har Sinai with the Luchos, that he had
just received from Hashem. He looks up and sees the Bnei
Yisrael serving the Egel. Upon seeing this terrible Aveirah,
Moshe shatters the Luchos on the mountain. And so took
place one of the greatest sins we did as a nation.

Moshe returns to Hashem — Who was going to wipe out
Klal Yisrael and start anew, with Moshe as its head — but
Moshe pleads and begs Hashem not to do
so. This week’s parshah contains the famous
kriah that we lein every Taanis Tzibbur, which
is the dialogue that took place between
Moshe and Hashem regarding the fate of
Klal Yisrael. In the end, Moshe prevails, and
Hashem agrees to forgive the Bnei Yisrael.
Afterward, Hashem commands Moshe:
“ D IWRID 01X NNY 1w 9 Y05 Nnwn YR T IR
nnon Yy n WX 07270 DR NNYn Y °nanol
nMaw R DwRIN — And Hashem said to
Moshe: Fashion for yourself two tablets of stone
like the first ones, and I will inscribe upon the
tablets the words that were on the first tablets
which you broke.”

Rashi quotes from the Gemara that Hashem pointed
Moshe to a sapphire mine that was accessible from within
Moshe’s tent, and Hashem said to Moshe: “Use whatever
sapphire you need for the new Luchos, and the rest will be
for you.” As a result, Moshe became exceedingly wealthy.

In his sefer, the Shem M’'Shmuel asks a simple question.
The first Luchos were crafted and written entirely by
Hashem Himself. They were handed to Moshe as a finished
product. Why is it that the second set of Luchos was not?
After all, Hashem made such a miracle that a sapphire
mine appeared in Moshe’s tent, so the materials were
all ready. Earlier, by the first Luchos, our parshah states:
“R1n O’PYR ANOn anonnT ,Nnn 0°pYR nwyn nnom — And the
Luchos were a creation of Hashem, and the writing was the
writing of Hashem.” There must be an explanation why by
the second Luchos, Hashem commanded Moshe to carve
them himself. What is the reason?

AYid is a unique combination of ruchniyus and gashmiyus.
Our bodies are physical, our neshamah is spiritual. The
symbiosis that allows our bodies to coexist with our
neshamah is because we keep our physical bodies holy.
We learn Torah, daven, and do mitzvos with alacrity and
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fervor. If we don’t do these things, our neshamah will run
back to Hashem, leaving just an empty shell of physicality.
The more we make our bodies into a small Beis Hamikdash,
the more Hashem will want to be “01na niow1,” and dwell
within them. This is the mission of every Yid, and it must
always be our top priority.

This particular avodah, says the Shem M’'Shmuel, was
infinitely amplified and intensified post-sin of the Egel
Hazahav. Before the aveirah of the Egel, a Yid would not
find himself in such a struggle of keeping
himself involved in Torah and mitzvos.
Before the Egel, we said, “vnwn nwyi,” that
we will accept without even hearing or
understanding what we were accepting. This
madreigah of holiness allowed the Yidden of
that time to almost effortlessly and naturally
blend their physicality with their spirituality.

This all changed once we sinned with the
Egel Hazahav. We were a changed nation, a
changed people, and the synergy between
our physical being and spirituality included
much more friction. It wasn’t as smooth as
it was pre-aveirah.

Yet Hashem doesn’t change something like this without
giving us the history and the tools to deal with this new
reality. And in this, says the Shem M’Shmuel, lies the
difference between the Luchos we received prior to the Egel
and those we received after the Egel. The Luchos before the
Egel were fashioned entirely by Hashem Himself. But after
the Egel, Hashem had Moshe, a human being, fashion the
physical portion of the Luchos before He added the ksav,
the letters that were engraved by Hashem Himself. This
enables all future generations of Yidden to tap into the
avodah that Moshe invested in the Torah itself. He, a basar
vdam, played an integral part in the creation of the Luchos,
and this effort will forever help smooth the synergy
between our physicality and spirituality.

In the words of the holy Sochatchover, “mmi%nw mow
NV RANY, YRIW? YW 0913 01 12 17V 11°27 1WA 7Y 07PN 1WY]
1NIpNY 1NY»0n 17V 11°21 Awn Yw N2, — Just like the Luchos
were made to perfection by the hand of Moshe Rabbeinu, so
too, the body of a Yid, because someone who comes to purify
himself, the strength of Moshe Rabbeinu will help him right

himself”
(Rabbi Uri Benjamin. Around Papa's Shabbos Table. Machon Aleh Zayis)

Harav Shmuel Borenstein author of
Shem Mishmuel
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