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Too Much for One
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The korban todah is unique. It is very similar
to the korban shelamim, except that the todah
was offered along with forty breads (four kinds
of bread, ten of each kind; four are given to
the kohen and the rest are given to the person
who brought the korban). However, whereas a
korban shelamim can be eaten over the course of
the day it was brought, the following night, and
the next day - shnei yamim v’laylah echad — the
korban todah could only be eaten on the day it
was brought and the following night.

The Netziv (Ha'amek Davar) explains the reason for this
halachah. A korban todah is brought to show gratitude to
Hashem for a nes He performed for his sake. It is proper
for one to publicize the nissim and nifla’os that happened
to him and to publicly express his gratitude, as Dovid
Hamelech says, DYwx 'n% *171 XIpKX ‘N DWA1 NTIN N1AT N2TR 79

following  well-known
obviously took place
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story

around the same time.

When the Netziv finished Haamek She’eilah, he made a
big seudah. At the seudah, he said, “When I was a child,
I once overheard my parents discussing the possibility
of apprenticing me to a craftsman. They didn’t have high
hopes for my success in the field of Torah.

“At that point I decided that I didn’t want to be a simple
craftsman. From then on, I applied myself to my learning,
and I advanced and progressed until I arrived at where I
am today.” (This doesn’t mean that the Netziv only started

The Netziv
the work of the She’iltos of Rav Achai Gaon.

At the end of Ha'amek She’eilah, the Netziv discusses the
joy of completing a sefer. He writes that any kind of siyum
in Torah calls for a seudah with thanksgiving and gratitude

1Y 93Y X101, Because the todah can only be eaten for one
day and one night and it makes for quite a feast - the entire
animal and thirty-six breads — in order to avoid having
any nosar (leftovers of a korban) the next morning, he is
forced to invite not only family and friends but
also acquaintances. Thus he inevitably praises
Hashem in public as he should.

Interestingly, the Netziv brings this same pshat
at the end of his sefer Ha'amek She’eilah. Ha'amek
She'eilah is the Netziv’'s magnum opus. It’s an
incredible work. Nothing of its kind was ever
printed before. Before this work was published,
almost no sefarim on the geonim existed. Ha'amek
She’eilah is an in-depth, brilliant commentary on

to Hashem. The Netziv thanks Hashem for allowing him to
publish this important sefer.

learning later in life. He was an established talmid chacham
already as a young man and was chosen as a son-in-law by
Rav Itzele Volozhiner.)

The Netziv continued. “Had I not overheard my parents’
conversation, I would have become a simple shoemaker
and upon my ascent to shamayim, I would have been asked,
‘Hersh Leib, where is the Ha'amek She'eilah?’

“I would respond, ‘Is this a joke? I could never write
Ha'amek She'eilah!

“Little would I know that I had the potential to write a
sefer like this.”
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Readers of Me'or Hazayis can submit stories about the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shneur zt"], for publication in upcoming editions.



