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The Yaavetz: A Posek like
No Other (Part II)

Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

Last week’s article discussed the uniqueness of Rav Yaakov Emden’s derech
in halachah and minhagim. I now begin to list a sampling of his pesakim
pertaining to the Jewish calendar, brought in Shaarei Shamayim (which is
the second volume of the siddur dedicated to the moadei Hashanah). This
article focuses on the halachos applying to the first quarter of the year
(Nissan through Sivan).

®*  Women do not make a berachah on hallel of Rosh Chodesh.

®  Shirshel yom is said after shacharis and Borchi nafshi is said
after mussaf (as per Rama M'Pano).

®  One who begins a meal at the end of Rosh Chodesh and
concludes the meal after nightfall does not say Yaaleh
V’yavo in Birkas Hamazon (based on Shelah).

®  When Rosh Chodesh falls on Shabbos, one should add
some food to his melaveh malkah as a tashlumin for seudas
Rosh Chodesh.

®  One may say kiddush levanah on the third day since the
molad, before three complete days have passed.

®  Kaddish d’rabbanan is said after kiddush levanah.

®  Lamenatze'ach is omitted on erev Yom Tov and on Isru Chag.

® A special shir shel yom is said each day of Yom Tov after
mussaf.

®  Shalosh seudos should be eaten on Yom Tov, just like on
Shabbos.

®  One should learn the halachos of the korban chagigah at
the Yom Tov meal.

®  One should also learn a passage in the sefer Zohar.

A special haftarah for Shabbos hagadol is said every year.
The Haggadah is not recited on Shabbos Hagadol.

When erev Pesach falls on erev Shabbos, Vihi noam is not said.
Kol chamira is recited before burning the chametz.

When erev Pesach falls on Shabbos, egg matzah may be
eaten for seudah shlishis.

An avel (even during the week of shivah) reclines and
wears a kittel at the seder.

Aleft-handed person reclines on his right side.

Min hazevachim u’min hapesachim is said even when Pesach
falls on Motzaei Shabbos.

Only romaine lettuce and endives are definitely considered
maror (based on Chacham Tzvi).

When the sheva brachos are said on leil haseder, the kos of
sheva brachos should be used for hallel.

Sefirah should be counted at the beginning of the night, in
fulfillment of the halachah that seven full weeks (temimos)
must be counted.

La'omeris said, not ba'omer. “La’'omer” is said after counting
the days, before calculating the weeks.

Tachanun is not said on Pesach Sheini.

One may be lenient with the sefirah restrictions even on
the evening of Lag Ba'omer.

One may daven maariv before nightfall on erev Shavuos.
One should not stand when reciting the Aseres haDibros in
tikkun leil Shavuos.

Birchos haTorah is not said if one didn’t sleep.

Akdamos may not be said in middle of krias haTorah.

One should learn the taryag mitzvos over Shavuos.
Tachanun is not said during the week following Shavuos.

Rav Moshe Baruch

nsﬂ S1" Kaufman (Alim

Pesach) mentions

three options for halachic midnight: 1) The

midpoint between tzeis hakochavim and alos

hashachar; 2) twelve hours after midday

(same time as chatzos hayom), when the

sun is farthest from the horizon; and 3) six
hours after the beginning of the night.
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Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch TS T SR

Rav Chaim Dovid Silver-Margulies,
(Dover Yesharim, yemei selichos), brings a
mesorah that the Chozeh of Lublin held
that chatzos halaylah is always half an hour
before standard midnight (11:30 DT). The
Chozeh permitted starting selichos at
that time. The Dover Yesharim explains
that this is because the interval between
alos hashachar and neitz hachamah isn't

225w onid 270 SYTPoax o’nain

12%°0 Nynw 270

equal to the interval between shekiah and
tzeis hakochavim; alos hashachar is ninety
minutes before neitz hachamah, while
tzeis is only thirty minutes after shekiah.
Therefore, the midpoint of night is always
half an hour earlier than the standard
midnight. This is consistent with the first
opinion above.
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