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continued from page 4  in the Aleh Zayis Haggadah, a simpler
explanation occurred to me.

In the Haggadah, dating back to the time of the geonim
(including the text of Rav Amram Gaon), the derashos of Arami
oved avi are followed by the Mechilta’s account of the chachamim’s
calculations of the makkos, beginning “Rabi Yose haGelili omer...”
But in his own complete record of the Haggadah text (at the end
of Hilchos Chametz u’Matzah chapter 8), the Rambam omits this
entire section, proceeding directly from the conclusion of Arami
oved avi to Rabban Gamliel hayah omer.

Rav Masoud Chai Rokeach (1690-1768) in his Maaseh Rokeach
(Chametz u’Matzah 8:14) sheds light on this omission. He cites
an early manuscript of Rabbeinu Avraham, the Rambam’s son,
who writes:

TWYN 12°01 AR TR *nIR] T AWID WAT D1YWN INR D11 N W
17,K171,910 0° NY 1P YV XNY7On1 NI 1797,1019172 9”71NY INR WIT,N0101n
NNR YY 121 1YY 01PN M210 N1YYA 11 AR AT INKRI 7101797030 201
12710 Y27 K1 12 R¥1I YY1 1PYVI,N1200 2193 WIAT AT 9317191 1nd1 Nnd
1711ATP 2011 1373027 AT NPART.N2TWA 17 710 001¥A NR0XY PIR[n 91

YRIW? *H1TIN NIIANA DR 119 R7¥NNW R"05W P91 °ax PR°13 170 1Y naw nvon by noyn | 2

K2 971 7IRN RIRY N1 0T OY1.27000 °1n0N1 12 PATpn 977 kD XX
952 00719 °NYA KINW °5Y ,NXNA1 YAN N1990 1102 ANOW NTANN ND12 1127
.ANDW 112 N2 RY1 M Tan

Rabbeinu Avraham testifies that his father, as well as the
earlier sages of the Maghreb, did recite the passage of Rabi Yose
haGelili. However, the Rambam excluded it from his written
nusach because it was not strictly obligatory and was not
universally recited. Significantly, Rabbeinu Avraham applies
the principle n21wn N7 >70 0°1¥NA NXYX22 PIRAN Y1120 93 to this
section. It is about this and the like, he writes, that it is said that
one who elaborates is praiseworthy.

The Rambam’s words can now be understood. His words 7o1an 91
Na1WA N1 777 1T MWD WIT PIRAT is not a general recommendation.
It is an allusion to a specific body of derashos — the Mechilta
passage of Rabi Yose HaGelili, Rabi Eliezer, and Rabi Akiva — which
the Rambam practiced but chose not to codify. As his son testifies,
whoever goes beyond the derashos of Arami oved avi and proceeds
with the subsequent derashos of the Mechilta is meshubach.
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Time to Darshen

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

The Rambam (Chametz u’Matzah 7:4) writes: “nIRn WITTW
N7 270 17 NWID WA °IRAT 70130 9I1,1w50 YD MnPw 1Y YR TR
niwn.

Itis praiseworthy to speak extensively about Yetzias Mitzrayim,
as stated in Avadim hayinu: “nt >0 071¥N NR’X’2 190Y 1210 YN
niiwn—one who speaks at length about Yetzias Mitzrayim is
praised. Why does the Rambam apply this principle to the
parshah of Arami oved avi in particular? Why should parshas
habikkurim, specifically, be expounded upon, as opposed to any
other part of the Haggadah?

The Ohr Someyach (ad loc.) identifies a passage in the Gemara
(Pesachim 36a) as Rambam’s source.

Shmuel, teaches that matzah is called lechem oni because it is
“lechem she’onin alav devarim harbeh—bread over which many
words are recited.” Which “many words” does the Gemara refer
to?

It cannot refer to Hallel, reasons the Ohr Someyach, because
Hallel is only d’rabbanan. It cannot allude to the general
obligation of sipur Yetzias Mitzrayim, either; the mitzvah of sipur
Yetzias Mitzrayim is stated explicitly in the pesukim.

The derashah of lechem oni must refer to a different obligation:
the requirement to elaborate, with “many words,” on the pesukim
of parshas habikkurim. The term “aniyah” is found there, too: ny
’n 199 nnr1 (Devarim 26:5). Therefore, the Rambam mentions
the value of “marbeh I'saper” specifically with regard to Arami
oved avi.

The Ohr Someyach’s approach, albeit on the surface very
convincing, met with some challenges.

Firstly, if the obligation to recite the derashos on Arami oved avi
is derived from the phrase “lechem she'onin alav devarim harbeh,”
they should be recited over the matzah. However, according to
the Rambam (Chametz u’Matzah 7:10) the Haggadah is recited
over a cup of wine.

Futhermore, the Rambam’s wording, “Harei zeh meshubach,”
implies a meritorious practice beyond the strict requirement.
Rav Chaim Rappaport pointed out that if the foundation of
this concept is Shmuel’s teaching (lechem she'onin alav devarim
harbeh), expounding on the parshah of bikkurim should constitute
an absolute obligation.

The Haggadah Sheleimah presents a different approach.

Rav Natronai Gaon (cited in Otzar HaGeonim, Pesachim, pp.
89-90) records that Karaite communities used to recite the four
pesukim of Arami oved avi without any Midrashic exposition. They

would simply read the pesukim as they appear in the Chumash. A
printed Karaite Haggadah (Pressburg, 5639) confirms that their
seder consisted merely of a patchwork of pesukim from Tanach,
devoid of derash. Rav Natronai’s denunciation is fierce. A person
who follows this practice, he censures, is a min, a rebel against
the authority of Chazal, a disciple of Anan the Karaite; every
community is obligated to excommunicate him.

In any area in which the Rambam detects a hint of Karaite
doctrine, he uses lengthier and more powerful wording than the
norm. This pattern is apparent throughout Mishneh Torah (see
my article in Alim Vayikra). Accordingly, the Rambam insists on
elaborating upon Arami oved avi so as I'hotzi milibam shel Karaim
— to repudiate the Karaite position.

After publishing the above explanations

Machon Aleh Zayis has recently completed its edition of Rav Sadya Gaon
on Vayikra and is currently at work on a comprehensive publication of all extant
portions of Rabbeinu Avrohom ben HaRambam's magnum opus, Sefer HaMaspik.
The original work comprised fourteen volumes of halachah and mussar; the
Machon's aim is to gather all surviving material into one cohesive publication. As
with the Rasag project, this involves identifying fragments from the Cairo Genizah,
transcribing and translating the Judeo-Arabic, and annotating the new translation.

In the course of this work, the actual document cited by the Maaseh Rokeach
and discussed in Rabbi Szimonowitz's article has been discovered. See photo below.
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