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Silence is Golden

In Parshiyos Vayakhel and Pekudei, the Torah discusses
the Mishkan and the bigdei kehunah in great detail.
Although the majority of the pesukim match the pesukim
in Parshiyos Terumah and Tetzaveh almost exactly, there
are some minor differences between the two. In his sefer
Ohel Yehoshua (derush alef), Rav Yehoshua Heller identifies
at least ten differences. He explains that the plan for the
Mishkan of the pre-eigel era was quite different
from the Mishkan of the post-eigel era; hence
the differences in the pesukim.

In Parshas Tetzaveh the pasuk says (Shemos
28:34) that attached to the bottom of the
me’il were golden bells (paamon zahav v’rimon).
In Pekudei (39:26), the word gold is missing.
The Torah simply mentions the bells (paamon
v’rimon). This omission teaches that before the
eigel the gold was “in the open,” whereas after the
sin of the eigel hazahav the gold must be hidden.
“Ein kateigor naaseh saneigor—The prosecutor
does not defend” (Rosh Hashanah 26a).

There is a well-known machlokes between Rashi and
Ramban regarding the golden bells. According to Rashi, the
bells and the woolen rimonim hung side by side. However,
Ramban says that the golden bells were inside the woolen
rimonim.

Targum Onkelos in Tetzaveh interprets the pasuk like
Rashi, explaining that the golden bells were next to the
rimonim. Surprisingly, in Pekudei he says that the golden
bells were inside the rimonim, reflecting the opinion
of Ramban. The pasuk in Pekudei also reads better with
Ramban’s interpretation, as the pasuk says twice that the
bells went inside the rimonim.

Apparently, Targum understood that after the eigel a
change occurred; the goldnowhad tobehidden. In Tetzaveh,
before the eigel, the word “b’socham” simply means that
the bells should be among the rimonim. After the eigel, in
Pekudei, the golden bells were inside the rimonim.
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Harav Yitzchok Yerucham Diskin
son of Maharil Diskin

The choshen, eifod and tzitz contained gold; the kohen
gadol, therefore, did not enter the Kodesh Hakadashim
while wearing them. According to Rashi, he also didn’t
wear the me’il because the golden bells were exposed. But
according to Ramban and Targum, the gold was hidden in
the rimonim, and the rest of the me’il was made of techeiles
wool. If so, wonders Maharil Diskin, why couldn’t the kohen
gadol wear the me’il in the Kodesh Hakadashim?

Mabharil Diskin answers that the kohen gadol could have
worn the me’il in the Kodesh Hakadashim,
buthe didn’tbecause of a technical difficulty.
The me’il is referred to as the “me’il ha'eifod”
(see Shemos 28:31, Rashi) because the belt
of the eifod is supposed to gird the me’il.
Without the eifod, the me’il can’t be worn
properly.

Chizkuni says that the ringing of the bells
was only necessary when other kohanim
served alongside the kohen gadol. The bells
reminded the kohen gadol that he was
different than the other kohanim. On Yom
Kippur, however, when only the kohen gadol does the
avodah, this reminder is not needed.

Rabbi Ami Cohen suggested another answer to Maharil
Diskin’s question. A shofar with a golden mouthpiece
inside may not be used on Rosh Hashanah (Gemara Rosh
Hashanah ibid.). Rashi explains that although the golden
mouthpiece isn’t visible, the sound is with the gold. Simply
understood, the sound of the shofar is distorted through
the gold. However, Yom Teruah offers another explanation.
Since the sound comes from the gold, and the sound is
heard openly, the problem of “the accuser acting as the
defendant” exists even though the gold is concealed.

Based on this, even according to Ramban, the ringing of
the golden bells made the me’il unfit for use in the Kodesh
Hakadashim on Yom Kippur (especially considering that
the pasuk says that the purpose of the bells was for them
to be heard in the Kodesh).
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