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Slavery and
Reconstruction

Rav Nachman prompted his slave Daru to explain the
proper reaction for a slave whose master emancipated
him and gave him gold and silver. Daru said that the
slave would be indebted to his master and compelled to
thank and praise him. Rav Nachman exclaimed that this
discussion exempted him from the obligation to say Mah
nishtanah (Gemara Pesachim).

Clearly, Rav Nachman wished to encapsulate the entire
Yetzias Mitzrayim in a few words. Yet he made sure to
mention that the master gave the slave silver and gold, a
reference to “Vacharei chein yeitzu birchush gadol — And
afterwards they shall go out with great wealth.” Why is this
such a significant element of the saga of Yetzias Mitzrayim?

This may be resolved by taking a look at time when the
African slaves were emancipated by President Lincoln some
150 years ago. Immediately following the Emancipation
Proclamation — which took effect at the conclusion of
the Civil War in the United States — the former slaves
were permitted to live as free men. Nevertheless, the
reconstruction era turned out to be quite tragic. Upon
gaining their freedom, the slaves found themselves in a
predicament. While they had been released from servitude,
they had no home and no source of livelihood.

In their desperation, they turned to their former masters
and asked to continue to work for them. Ultimately, they
became sharecroppers — tenant farmers working for a
half, a third, or a quarter of the yield — yet in practice,
they remained slaves much as before. They continued to
live in shacks on their former masters’ fields and to labor
in those same fields. Their day-to-day existence hardly

W '3 O X101 71IYN N77H0 YW R OTY AR TVl
0°7120 101 ,N0DT "1y 931 N12°N DOWIT 19 KNP 1IX1 ,N0D
71907 133 19°NNNT 11°31,N1097T 71771vyA 1N1YN N71°H0 DIW 0°Y101

10D KY
(W Ty 015Y 1317 190)

nixn 0»”pY :NWwn D750 OTpw TN’ 0wl
,TINN 1A NWY NI¥A AR XY1,711v0 N7°H0

JoIn 93”7 YV N1a021V1,0TN TNT2N71INN 1N N1°R 0°P015N 79T
(122375 b .N1357)

RN ,07N YW R2I0DX NPWYIYI RITOT
17 N1 ,NPTY INTINA D0MDAN PNamn
2DWNT,I9R D1V IR NYRWI,Y?T 970w 1Nav
ov D°0711 OPRY NRpnd RaIw °YXIWN 0°219 17 RINw 09
0N 1303 191,07°N1A1P7A3 DPNIART 0N 192pw NPaT N1An Nnoa
0°PNIAIP[R NIRINY wIinb 0°5°1x 0rRY 002 2°wn1, 1wy’ Nn 0n’aa

.’AN21979X ,0°9721 winnwnY Pannd XY 9,09 oRa P
(tn 1’0 X PN pnx? °1312 190)

changed from the time of their bondage. As they had no
means to support themselves, the slaves remained largely
beholden to their masters. Genuine freedom was lacking.

Had every slave, however, received silver and gold from
his master upon his emancipation, he would have been able
to leave his place of bondage and begin an independent life
elsewhere.

This is the meaning of Rav Nachman’s words. Had
Hakadosh Baruch Hu taken us out of Mitzrayim and not
given us wealth, we would not have been truly free. For
all practical purposes we would have remained slaves,
albeit of a different form. Indeed, each time Bnei Yisrael
experienced want in the midbar they remembered
Mitzrayim and expressed a desire to return: “We remember
the fish that we ate in Mitzrayim free of charge” (Bamidbar
11:5), “Let us appoint a leader and return” (ibid. 14:4), etc.
Without financial support, the geulah would not have been
complete.

Rav Yoel Szimonowitz shlita offers another explanation.
Had Hakadosh Baruch Hu not given us Mitzrayim’s wealth,
we would only have expressed our gratitude for the geulah
itself. With regard to the past, however, we would not
have healed; we would still have suffered the full weight
of bondage.

Because we received their silver and gold, we thank and
praise Hashem even for the galus. Retroactively, we had not
been enslaved, since we received payment for our labor.
Indeed, the Gemara (Sanhedrin 91a) states that the silver
and gold that Bnei Yisrael took from Mitzrayim constituted
the payment that the Egyptians owed them for their labor

all those years.
(Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz. Haggadah Aleh Zayis. Machon Aleh Zayis)
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