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Shechita: verb when a shochet uses a special knife to slaughter a

kosher animal by severing the simanim in a special way.

There we go, the essence of the entire book in a single sentence.
But if you want to know how a shochet becomes qualified, what
is special about his knife and why he must use that specific type,
which animals are kosher and what their simanim are (and what are
simanim[!?]), and how and why the simanim must be severed —you

are going to have to read the rest of the book.

Introduction

Everyone is a bit intrigued with shechita, but most of us are not in a position to
satisty that curiosity. Well, here's your chance, with this book I hope to satisfy that
curiosity. Please join me as I share everything that you could ever want to know
about shechita in clear language and digestible bites.

Presentation

This book is primarily about shechita. What the shochet must know to be able to
shecht and what the curious onlooker peeking over the shochet’s shoulder should

Introduction
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2 Ushchat’tem Bazeh The Chullin & Shechita Companion

be alert to. The presentation is from the perspective of a spectator to the shochet’s
mind, balanced between the commercial experience and the hobbyist.

This book is designed to prepare the would-be shochet by providing all of the
information he needs before he picks up a chaleph [shochet’s knife]. The book
follows the stages of shechita from the initial planning until the meat reaches the
kashering' stage. The first section of the book is arranged in order of relevance
for someone studying the shechita process. To consider shechting, a person must
know which animals are kosher. He must have the correct equipment and a proper
setup. He must have the necessary training and be fluent in what constitutes kosher
shechita. He must know the defects on the animal’s organs that impact its kosher
status. He must be aware of how the chelev [forbidden fats] and blood should be
removed.

The second section delves a bit deeper into understanding some shechita
terminology, background, and auxiliary information, including an overview of
how commercial chicken and beef shechitos and kashering are performed today.

Alongside the main text is a considerable amount of supplementary material
that will educate the curious reader and put him in the know.

In all, the book offers a panoramic view of shechita. The author has endeavored
to present the ideas in a simple and straightforward manner to allow an easy,
cover-to-cover read. The reader is advised to read from beginning to end in order
to understand the complete process. Skipping to the page of interest should be
reserved for emergencies. Moreover, most of the obscure concepts — and what
about shechita is not obscure? — are explained only the first time they appear.

1 Only an overview of the kashering process is provided in the current work. The full process is
covered in this author’s book, Zeh Kaporosi: The Custom of Kaparos, Chapter 11, Home-Style
Kashering.



That being said, the reader is encouraged to peruse the glossary and the Shochet’s
Vocabulary section at the end of the book. They are chock-full of shechita-related
definitions and terminology along with other interesting information that will
enhance the rest of your read but does not appear in the rest of the work. The
glossary contains additional words that may have been skipped in the footnotes
and a handful of shechita-related words that do not appear in the book but should
be in a shochet’s lexicon.

This book is devoted to shechita and everything that entails. It does not touch
upon treifos.

Who Should Read This Work?

This work is intended for anyone curious about shechita and anyone engaged in
the study of practical shechita or Mesechtas Chullin on any level. This book is for
everyone, from members of a kollel or chabura studying the sugya in the Gemara
or Shulchan Aruch in depth, to someone learning daf hayomi, or even someone
only mildly involved with the material.

Everyone will discover a tremendous amount of information that is not readily
available from any other source but will aid their comprehension of what they are
learning. The book will fill in the knowledge gaps and missing details while trans-
lating the theoretical information studied in texts into useable, real-life knowledge.
It will also supply the background needed to fully absorb all the information a
shochet might share at a shechita presentation.

The motivated student will benefit from this book as it will prepare him for what
his trainer might cover in the course and augment what his trainer might omit;
shechita trainers are often concerned about overloading their students with too
much information. It will, likewise, cure him from something that many newbie

Introduction

Considering a visit with a
shochet? Be aware that every
professional has his own way
of explaining what you will
see in a manner that is clearly
the best and easiest way to
understand it.

3



4 Ushchat’tem Bazeh The Chullin & Shechita Companion

shochtim suffer from — a lack of experience. No, this won’t give him the experience
of been there, done that, but it can compensate for a lot of missing information
typically garnered only through experience.

This book contains no secrets. Whatever is shared here is known to anyone
who has worked in the field. The goal is simply to fill in the gaps and provide the
student with a wealth of information not accessible elsewhere.

This work includes cautions directed at the amateur or hobbyist shochet that
would not concern a professional. A career shochet’s knowledge and experience
help him avoid issues and solve problems before they arise. The professional work
environment is designed properly and the team members are trained to perform.
The pro does not require this advice.

Persona of the Shochet

Can you pick the shochet in the crowd? Shochtim abound. Their service is
essential to observant Judaism. People tend to need them or their handiwork more
frequently than they might need any other Jewish service. There are thousands of
qualified shochtim scattered around the globe. They come from all walks of life
and all tiers of society. They can be yeshivish, chassidish, Sefardic, or any other
Jewish denomination or religious affiliation you can think of. They blend into any
crowd. There is no one shochet personality. The vast majority are ordinary people,
hobbyists who shecht only occasionally, for themselves or for special events.

There are several hundred career shochtim who work as full-time shochtim. The
primary distinguishing factor between a hobbyist and a professional is how much
time is devoted to shechting. Professionals are people who earn their livelihood
or spend the majority of their week dedicated to shechting.

In short, anyone can be a shochet!



Sources

From the time of the Mishna through modern times, hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands, of sefarim have been authored specifically on hilchos shechita. Of these
sefarim, two have attained classical status: the Simla Chadasha and the Beis Dovid.
On the applied level, both reflect the popular minhagim with minimal variation
between the two. The difference between them is in the style of presentation, the
amount of requisite background knowledge, the inclusion of incidental information,
and the ease of reading. The Simla Chadasha (published 1733), the older and more
widely studied of the two, is ideal for the talmid chachom. The main text mimics
that of Shulchan Aruch, as it covers both what the shochet needs to know as well
as knowledge reserved for the rov. As it delves into the intricate discussions, the
breadth of information can be overwhelming to the beginning student, particularly
if he is unfamiliar with the background material.

Beis Dovid (published 1901) is written in clear, concise, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch-
style language. The basic halachos necessary for the modern shochet are presented
in the main text, while the sources, background, and scholarly deliberations are
assigned to the notes section. The current work is primarily sourced in the Beis
Dovid, because it is an easier sefer for the amateur shochet to follow.

The Beginnings

I come from humble beginnings. I had learned Mesechtas Chullin in kollel and
raised several small flocks of chickens in my Brooklyn backyard. I, too, was among
the uninitiated. I had never met a shochet.

When I set out to learn shechita I discovered that just like not everyone who
knows how to read can teach kriyah, not everyone who knows how to shecht can
teach shechita. I started to wonder: Was shechita relegated to the realm of elusive

Introduction

S



6 Ushchat’tem Bazeh The Chullin & Shechita Companion

topics available only to a privileged few? Was it to be clumped together with shatnes
and tolaim [bugs], not intended for the common man? This changed when I met
Reb Yisroel Landsman, zt”], a phenomenal teacher who presented shechita so
clearly that anyone could learn from him.

After studying under Rabbi Landsman, I entered the world of shochtim and
was able to glean hundreds of interesting tidbits from the people I encountered.
The most notable shochtim with whom I interacted were Rav Amitai BenDavid,
author of Sichas Chullin, the renowned shochtim Rabbi Itcha Meir Olen and
Rabbi Moshe Yurman, lo”y, Reb Herschel Ashkenazi, zt”], and some good friends
of mine: Rabbi Ari Wajsfeld, Rabbi Yirmiyahu Benyowitz, and Rabbi Zvi Holland
(of the Star-K), among many others.

Ushchat’tem Bazeh

Ushchat’tem Bazeh, literally meaning shecht with this, are words in a pasuk® refer-
ring to the shechita knife. After King Shaul conquered the Plishtim at Michmash,
the people slaughtered some of the cattle taken from the booty. The king was
disturbed by what he felt was improper observance of the laws of shechita. Shaul
lectured the people on the laws of shechita and then gave out pre-checked shechita
knives.? Shaul instructed the people ushchat’tem bazeh — “use this to shecht your
animals.” Although the phrase is referring to the knife, these words Ushchat’tem
Bazeh — shecht with this — also make for a superb title for a Chullin companion
and shechita primer.

2 Shmuel, 14:34.
3 See Rashi, Chullin 17b v.s. ushchat'tem bazeh.



Pictures

This book contains close to one hundred and fifty photos and diagrams to aid
with understanding the less familiar concepts. Please bear in mind that this is a
volume about shechita. You can expect some gore in the descriptions or photos.
Effort has been made to minimize the grime and squalidness. Non-essential parts
of pictures have been altered and some photos may appear slightly oft color. If you
need to see the true colors — you know what you need to do!
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Chapter One

Introducing Shechita

Why Shechita?

The mitzva of shechita — the process of kosher slaughter — offers an excellent
opportunity for humans to distinguish themselves from animals. Animals attack
their prey directly and eat them immediately. The process for humans is more
complex. As humans, we must restrain, kill, and prepare our food. As Yidden, we
may do so only in the manner prescribed by the Torah.

Among the essential concepts associated with shechita is the mitzva of tzaar
ba'alei chaim, the requirement to avoid needless pain to animals. The shochet must
be cognizant of this every step of the way. During shechita itself, the animal is held
in the most comfortable position possible and the animal is killed with a sharp and
smooth knife to make its death as quick and painless as possible.

Why the Neck?

Shechita is performed at the neck. The primary focus is on the kaneh [trachea]
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and the veshet [esophagus]. Severing the trachea inhibits the airflow to the lungs
and brain, causing the animal to die swiftly.*

The shochet must also aim to sever the main veins and arteries (the jugular
veins and carotid arteries), collectively called the veridim, which pass through the
neck. Cutting these critical blood vessels causes the blood to drain quickly and
completely. We are prohibited from consuming blood. Efficiently removing the
blood allows us to distance ourselves from the forbidden blood and reduce the
risk of ingesting blood and the harmful bacteria and pathogens it may contain that
can cause food poisoning or transmit blood-borne diseases.

The Sefer Hachinuch adds that shechita is performed at the neck in order
to diminish any potential tzaar baalei chaim. Although the Sefer Hachinuch
does not elaborate on how shechita at the neck prevents pain to the animals,
throughout Shas life is associated with the simanim found in the throat. When
Kayin, the son of Adom, wanted to kill his brother Hevel the secret of how to
afflict death was as yet unknown. Kayin grabbed a sword and inflicted wounds
all over Hevel’s body until he chanced upon the neck. Once he hit him in the
neck, Hevel died.®

Rashi® notes that life is dependent on an intact veshet and an animal with even
a small hole in the veshet is a treifa, expected to die within a short while.

It stands to reason that if the blood vessels and trachea are cut, the rapid loss of
blood and lack of oxygen will cause the animal to die quickly. Furthermore, recent

4 1°77N10 VM , POV 7T°Yn N121 0°1v 117 IX 0°1Y 12 VNY YRINY IR DTN 27 MR’ %Y 70% 17V
.XNTN 112°0 DY 1’110 ONNNn 1”7 ’KR N7V

s Sanhedrin 37b.

6  Chullin 28a v.s. veshet. See also, Chullin 27a Rashi v.s. menayin and Sanhedrin 78a Rashi v.s. m'chatchei

simanim.
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studies” suggest that when the arteries are severed during shechita, blood flow to
the brain is suspended and the animal immediately loses all sensation.®

In this guide, we will cover the basic procedure of slaughtering an animal in
the most humane way known to mankind. It is inconceivable to brutally kill an
animal with a bullet or even put an animal through the needless pain of stunning.’
The Torah’s approach to killing an animal is mindful, not mechanical. Shechita is
done consciously, intentionally, by hand. The sharpness of the knife is essential;
slaughtering with a dull or serrated knife is viewed as cruel and inhumane. The
speed and ease of the process is crucial, both for the animal itself and for the soul
and sensitivity of the Jew who kills it in a permissible manner in order to eat it.

Core concepts of this chapter have been drawn from Sefer Hachinuch
§148, §187, §451; Ramban, Bereishis 1:29, and Rav Hirsch, Vayikra 19:26.

7 Many articles have been written on this topic. See for example, Rabkin SW. The cardiovascular
effects of shechita in cattle: a systematic review shows the fallacies that vertebral artery will preserve
cerebral blood flow and false aneurysms occur in severed carotid arteries. ] Am Vet Med Assoc.
2025 Apr 30;263(7):1-10. doi: 10.2460/javma.24.08.0534. PMID: 40306313

8  Alternatively, the Sefer Hachinuch might be contrasting kosher slaughter with the gruesome
practices of ancient idol worshippers, for example, extracting the heart of a living animal. See Rashi
to Avodah Zara 29b v.s. v'oros.

9  Stunning before slaughtering is comparable to a dentist whacking a patient on the jaw with a
hammer prior to treating him and then taking advantage of the intense pain to perform a minorly

painful procedure.



