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Harvesting Torah

In Parshas Emor the Torah discusses the

yamim tovim, beginning with Shabbos and
continuing with Pesach, Sefiras Ha'omer, Shavuos, Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkos.

Between the pesukim regarding Shavuos and Rosh
Hashanah, one pasuk seems out of place: When you reap
the harvest of your Land, you shall not completely remove the
corner of your field during harvesting, and you shall not gather
up the gleanings of your harvest; rather, you shall leave these
for the poor person and for the stranger (Vayikra 23:22).

This pasuk teaches the halachos of leket, shikechah, and
peah, portions of the harvest that are left behind for the
poor. It is a seasonal mitzvah that takes place at this time
of year—sometime between Shavuos and Rosh Hashanah.
But it is not a Yom Tov. Why, the rishonim wonder, is this
pasuk written here?

The Yom Tov of Shavuos is a

celebration of the harvest, a day to
thank Hashem for the success of the crop. The korban of
Shavuos, the Shtei Halechem, is made of chametz, similar to
the korban todah.

Yirmiyahu Hanavi rebuked Bnei Yisrael for their lack
of gratitude to Hashem for providing the perfect climate
for the harvest, “Chukos katzir yishmor lanu” (Yirmiyahu
5:24). In order to harvest successfully, the climate must be
dry and windy. Rain during harvest can destroy the crop,
and wind is necessary for winnowing. During the harvest
season in Eretz Yisrael, Hashem provides the perfect
climate—dry sun and wind (it generally does not rain after
Pesach in Eretz Yisrael). The Ramban says that the purpose
of the korban Shtei Halechem is to thank Hashem for this.

The Ramban immediately adds that it is a korban todah
for the Torah; Shavuos is Zman Matan Toraseinu.

Two events coincide—the end of the harvest and the
date of Matan Torah. A single korban is brought to thank
Hashem for both the harvest and the Torah. These two
subjects must have some correlation.

Rabi Akiva said (Yevamos 62b): One who

learned Torah in his youth should continue
to learn Torah in his old age; one who taught students in
his youth should continue to teach students in his old age.”
Rabi Akiva based his teaching on the pasuk: In the morning,
sow your seed, and in the evening, do not withhold your hand”
(Koheles 11:6). One who has already learned Torah or
taught talmidim during the dawn of his life should continue
to do so in the twilight of his life.

Rabi Akiva compares Torah learning and teaching
talmidim to planting. If setting up talmidim is like planting,
the harvest is their success.

Rabi Akiva taught twenty-four thousand students. They
were all great men, but he was not privileged to harvest
them. They all died in a period of seven weeks. But Rabi
Akiva did not surrender. He began to sow the seeds again,
and his harvest was successful the second time around.

The Torah is compared to planting and harvesting. The
first round of Rabi Akiva’s crop was damaged by tzarus
ayin. In order for the harvest of Torah to succeed, one must
fargin others and allow them to succeed as well.

The same holds true of the harvest of the
wheat.

The halachos of leket, shikechah, and peah teach us to
allow others, strangers, to take from our hard work. It is
difficult. But this is what makes the harvest successful.

Thus, leket, shikechah, and peah are not merely seasonal
mitzvos that happen to take place at this time of year. They
are conditional to the success of the harvest that Shavuos
celebrates. And it symbolizes the condition to success in
Torah: fargining others.
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